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PREFATORY NOTE. 

jFob part of the Geiieral Introduction to this volume I 
am indebfed to my colleague, Mr. F. J. Rowe ; whom, 
together with Mr. K. Deighton, I wisl^ thank for 
several valuable suggestions cmbodied^ki the Notes. 

The^Notes enclosed in brackets and signed H. T. have 
been sent by the Hon. Hallam TennyWn, to whom the 
proofs of this edition have been submitted. 


W„ T. W. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 

3y«L J ROWE, M am» W T WEBB, M A, 

» 

PROFESSORS OB RNIIIBH UTrilAn KI ^RISIIUN V COLITCF, CALOX.TTA 

# I3iort iphy # I Tt nnyoon tho mm 1 His aonse i f I aw ah >wu m his f*on- 
cipti ns of (a) Nature (/) l’rcodomf (<) I ovo , (/) Scout ly 1 Hia m billty 
of tli ughlf md Ills religion 3 His nunpluity of ouittlon II Tennyson 
tho Toot 1 As lleprisontitivo <i his A^t 2 As Artist fa) His obstrva 
turn (/) His BchclUt’ship, (c) His vprossivcuIlia avrmloa, (r) His 
Avoidance of the i unimnyriuc (f) His rcpctilitu mil issuance (g) ills 
harmony of lliythm, ( K ) His mclodj of di tion Ills dramatic woiks Con 
elusion 9 

ALimn, Lord Tennyson, was boin on AugTist Cth, Biograpi^ 
1809, at Somoisby, a village in Lmcqjnshire, of which 
his father was lector The wolds suiioimdm^his homp, 
the fbn some miles away, with its “level waste” and 
“trenched waters,” and the sea on the Lincolnshire 
coast, with “leaguelong iollers” and “table-shore,” 
are pictured again and again in his poems 
When the was seven years old he was sent to 
the Louth* Grammar School, and returning home after 
a few years tlJere, was educated with his elder brother 
Charles by his father. Chafles and Alfred Tennyson, 
while yet youths, published in 1827 a small volume 
of poetry entitled Poem by Two Brother & In 1828 

the two brothers entered trinity College* Cambridge, 
where Alfred t gained^ me fTniversitf Chancelftr’s gold 
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medal for a poem' on Tifiwudoo, and where he 
formed an intimate friendship with Arthur Homy 
Hall am (son of the historian), whoso memory he has 
immortalised in In Mmoviam. Among, his other 
i Cambridge friends may he mentioned R. C. Trench 
(afterwards Archbishop ot Dublin), Monckton Misties 
(afterwards Lord IJoughtonJ, J. M. Kemble (the 
Anglo-Saxon scholar), Merivale (the historian, after¬ 
wards Dean of Ely), Jamea Spedding, an4*W.* H. 
Brookfield. In 1830 T§nnjjson # published }ps PoehriS, 
chiefly Lyrical, among which are t<f be found some sixty 
pieces that are preserved ip the present issues of has 
works. In 1832 Poem by Alfied Tennyson appeared, and 
then, after ad interval of ten years, two # more volumes, 
also with the title Poms. Ilia reputation as a poet was 
now established, though his greatest works njjpre yet 
to come. ChidF* among these are The Princess (1847*), 
In Metifbnam ft 850), Maid (1855), Idylls of the King 
(18504885), and Enoch Arden (1864); In 1875 Tenny- 
qgn published his first drama, Queen Mary, followed by 
Harold (1877), The Cup (actod in 1881), The Promise of 
dfay*(1882), The Falcon and j Bechet (1884), end The 
Foresters (1892). On the death of Wordsworth in 1850, 
Tennyson succeeded him as Poet Laureate, tn 1874 
he was gazetted Baron of Aldwprth and l^rringford, 
his two scalp in Sussex and in the Isle of ^ight. He 
died on October 6th, 1892, and was httried in West* 
master Abbey, near the %rave of Browning. 
viZV* L Qf *B mpdern English poets Tennyson hat mogt 
readers j and tV chief eleypehts of thS powerful charm 
which he efatrisee dyer tfco a ®4 of all 
English-Jpeakifig (hcflsa wifi Wwdeot $o eten a brief 
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survey of the character of hie iflihd as revealed in his 
works, and of the mattef and the form of his verse 
At the basis of all Tennyson’s teaching, indeed bf all 
his work, is Tennyson the man , The mould of a poSt’s 
mind is the mould in which his thoughts and even his # 
mpdes of expression must run, and the works of a poet 
cannot be fully understood unless we understand the 
poet himself. 

?. Ctyppicuous among the main currents of thought 
ytd feelipg that flow-through the body of his Citings 
is hi& perception of*the movement of Taw throughout 
the worlcfe of sense and gf spirit: he recognises there¬ 
in a settled scheme of great purposes underlying a 
universal ord<g* and gradually developing *t8 completion. 

• (a) Illustrations # of this recognition flf pervading Law shown iujA 
may 1jp found in his conception of Natur e, and in his (afSSiSf? 
treatment of human action and of*fiatural scenery. 

Nature, which to Shelley was a spirit" of Lotto, and to 
Wordsworth a living and speaking presence of Thought, 
is to Tennyson a process of Law including both. Even 
in the*midst of his mourning over the seeming waste 
involved in the early death of his friend, he can write 
in In Mmoriam 


t curse not nature, no, nor death; 

For nothing is that errs from law. 

In all the wtffkings of Nature he traces the evolution 
of the great designs of God; 


That God, which ever Ikes and loves, 
* pne God, one law, one element 
had onAfar^ti#ditfnS event 
% Which m whole sNaito moves* 
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In The Higher PantJieism, a similar thought is found* 

God is law, say the wise; O soul, and let us rejoice, 

For if He thunder by law, the tlfhnder is yet His voice? 

(b) Allied to this faith that the universe is “ roll’d 
round by one iixt law*’ is the poet’s sympathy with 
disciplined order in the various spheres of human action. 
In his teaching on Ibeial an! political questions, lys 
ideal is a majestic order, a gradual and regular,de¬ 
velopment, without rest indeed, hut, above allf without 
hasto. His ideal Freecfom •is %$obcr-suited ”; it ifi 
such a Freedom as has been evolved by tlje gradual' 
growth of English institutions, a Freedom wlych 

slowly bioaclcns down 
FiomspTcccdont to piewdent. 

He has small faith in sudden outbursts of revolutionary 
fervour; ho thiffRs that the “ red fool fury of the Seine ” 
(alluding*to the excesses of the French revolutionaries), 
the “ flashing heats ” of the “ frantic city,” retard man’s 
p^pgress towards real liberty: they “ but fire to blast 
the hopes of men.” If liberty is to ho a solid* and 
lasting possession, it must be gained by patient years 
of working and waiting, not by “ expecting all things 
in an hour”; for with him “raw Haste” is but “half- 
sister to Delay.” So also Tonnyson’s love fly his own 
country is qpgulated and philosophic: he Jias given 
us a few patriotic martial lyrics that ^tir the living 
blood “like a trumpet cal?” as The Charge of the Light 
Brigade and The Bevmge , but in the main his patriotism 
is founded on admiration for the grea? “storied past” 
of England* * Though in youth Jie triumphs fn “ the 
Vision of*tbe world*and all Ibe tfonder ihgt would be,” 
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yet neither in youth nor in age fs* he himself without 
some distrust of the new democratic forces which may 
end in “working their owji doom”:— 

Step by step we gain'd u freedom known to Europe, known 
to all, 

J3tep by step we rose to greatness - thro’ the tonguesters we 
may fall. 

Again, in his conception of the passion of Love, <<■) Love; 
and Til hStfportraiture of Womanhood, the same sp^jifc of 
reverence #nd solf-control ^animates Tennyson’s verse. 

Jjove, in Tennyson, iS a pure unselfish passion, Even 
th* guilty ♦ove of Lancelot^ind Guinevere is described 
from a ritual standpoint, in its evil effects rather 
than in any sensuous detail. His highest iefoal of love 
i#found in the pur$ passion of wedded*life: truo love 
can exist only under the sanction of Duty and of 
Reverence for womanhood and one’s lusher self; and 
such love is the source of man’s loftiest id efts, and 
the inspiration of his noblest deeds. Jlxamples of this 
treatment may be seen in The Miller's Daughter, Enocfy 
Arderi, The Gardener's Daughter, and Guinevere, and it ' 
underlies the moral lessons inculcated in The Process, 

4 

(d) Lastly, Tennyson’s appreciation of Order is illus- (<*) soonory 
trated in his treatment of natural scenery. It is true 
that he sometimes gives us scenes of savage grandeur, 
as in 

the Monstrous ledges slope and spill 

Their thousand wreaths of dangling water-smoke, 

but he oftener describes still English landscapes, the 
“ haunts of ancient peace,” with “ plaited alleys ’’ and 
“ terrace* lawn,” “ long, gra$ fields,” “ traeffe of pasture 
sunny-warm,” and all the Ordered qpuiefc of rufal life. 
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2 A second groat* element of Tennyson’s character 
’ is its noble tone. This is ‘present in every poem he 
has over written His verse*is informed with the very 
spirit of Honour, of Duty, and of Beverence for all 
that is pure and true This is the spirit that animates 
the famous passage in (Enone 

Self ie\ercnce, %.clf knowledge, self control, 

These three alone lead life to sovereign power 
, Yet not for power (powe$ of heiself 

Would come uncalled for), \jut to live by-law, 

Acting the law we In ( *l>y without fear, 

And, because light is tight, to follow ngjit 
Wcie wisdom m the sdbin of consequence. 

It is illustiated on its negative side ii^ The Palace oj 
A^t, it breathed tlirough his nobl% Ode on the Death 
of tkf Duh of JFdhiKffon, and it peivades and inspires 
his picture of King Aithur in the Idt/lk of the King 
Tonn^feon’s religious faith is sufficiently indicated in 
his writings At^tho root of his poetry (as Mr. vStopford 
l^ooke ha* remarked) he “the overworking imman¬ 
ence of God in man, the brotherhood of the human 
race, <and its evolution into perfect love and righteous* 
ness; the continuance of each man's personal conscious¬ 
ness in the life to be; the vitality of the present—man 
alive and Nature alive, and alive with the life of God*” 
P l * 3. Another main characteristic of Tennyson is sim 
plicity. The emotions that he appeals *tb are generally 
easy to understand end common to all He avoids the 
subtle analysis of character, and the painting of complex 
motives or of the wild excess of passion# The snoral 
laws which tie so strongly^phold* are those primary 
sanctions upon wliidb avoragl English socjjty is founded* 
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A certain Puritan simplicity ani a scholarly restraint 
pervade the mass of his work. 

* It is on these foundations of Order, Nobility, aqd 
Simplicity that Tennyson’s character is built. 

II. Turning now to the matter or substance of his 
poems, we note, first, that the two chief factors of 
Tennyson’s populaiity aia that h,? is a representative 
English poet, and that he is a consummate Artist. 

1. In &ie great spheres of human thought—i^ reli¬ 
gion, in morals* in s*cia\, life—his poems reflect the 
^omplue tendencies of his age and his surroundings. 
Not, it may bo, the most advanced ideas# not the latest 
speculation, not the transient contentions o^ the hour; 
but the broad ^results of culture ani^ experience upon 
the poet's English# contemporaries * The giound of 
Tennyson’s claim to be considered a representative of 
his age is seen in the lines of thought pjursued m some 
of those raoro impoitant poems which deal M^th the 
great problems and paramount interests of his times. 
The poems cover a period of fifty years, and must H 
considered in the order of their publication. In 
L&chHey Hall, published in 1842, the speaker, Rafter 
giving vent to his own tale of passion and regret, be¬ 
comes the mouthpiece of the young hopes and aspira¬ 
tions of the Liberalism of the early Victorian era, 
while in Loekdmf Hall Sixty Fears After , •the doubts 
and distrust ftlt by the Conservatism of our own 
times fifed ramatic utterance? The Princess deals with 
a^uestHpof lasfpg interest to society, and one which 
has oft late years risen into more conspicuous import¬ 
ance, thje changing position and proper snhere of 
Woman* In fke Potyce efUrt the £oet deecnbes and 


il. Tomiyoo 
the Foot. 


(1) A« TLepM 
sentative of 
hut Ago, 
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condemns a spirit of aestheticism whose sole religion 
is the worship of Beauty ‘and Knowledge for their 
own sakes, and which ignore^ human responsibility and 
obligations to one’s fellow men: while in. St. Stmt on 
Strides, the poet equally condemns the ivils of a self- 
centred religious asceticism which despises the active 
duties of daily life ^ The J r i&iuu of Sin is a picture* of 
the pel version of nature and of the final despair which 
attend the pursuit of sensual pleasure. Tht TJbo J*bices 
illustiatcs the introspective se|f analysis with wlifbfi 
the age discusses tho fundamental problem of. eMst- 
ence, finding all solutions vain txctpt thc*e dictatgrf 
by the simplest voices of the conscience •and the 
heart. Tho poet’s great work, In Mnnoimm, is the 
history of a tender human soul ^ontiontod with tl^ 
stern, lelentless or<ler of the Universe and tljp seem¬ 
ing waste and cruelty of Death. The poem traces 
the pibgiess of sorrow fiom the Valley of Drath, 
over-shadowed by the darkness of unspeakable loss, 
rough jbhe regions of philosophic doubt and medita¬ 
tion to the serene heights of resignation and •hope, 
whero Faith and Love can triumph over Death in the 
confident hope of a lile beyond, and over Doubt by 
tho realization 

That all, as in some piece of art, 
is toil cooperant to an cud 

Mind is dated at the conclusion of that long period 
of peace which ended at tho Crimean War* when the 
commercial piospeiity of England had reached a height 
unknown before, and wh§$ a Britain’s sole god” was 
the millionaire. <■ The pdbm ogives a dramatic ren- 
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dering of the revolt of a cultured mind against the 
hypocrisy and corruptions of a society degraded by 
the worship of Mammtin, tfiough the hero inherits a» 
vein of insanity and speaks too bitterly. The teaching 
of ^Tennyson’s longest, and in many respects greatest 4 
poem#—the spreading mischief of a moral taint—is 
discifssed at length in theelntrodu^ion to The Coming 
ef Arthur and the Passing of Arthur . 1 Here too Tenny¬ 
son exj>ross0* one of tho deepest convictions of his tjjne. 

But it Tennyson’* popularity is based upon a ( 2 ) as Artist, 
correspondence betweon his own reverence for Law 
and* the deepest foundations of English character, it is 
based no less upon his delicate power as ep Artist. 

Among the elements of this power may be mentioned 
(a) ea minute observation of Nature, which furnishes 
him with#a store of poetic description ayd imagery; 

“ (b) a scholarly appreciation of all that inmost pictur¬ 
esque in the literature of the past; (c) an exquisite 
precision in the use of words and phpses; (d) the 
picturesqueness and the aptness of his similes;* ( e ) an « 
avoidance of the commonplace; (/) his use of repeti¬ 
tion and of assonance; (g) the expressive harmonies # of 
# his rhythm, and ( h ) the subtle melody of his diction. 

(a) For minute observation and vivid painting of the (#> m» ob- 
details of natural scenery Tennyson is without a rival. Bervatlon * 
We feel that 4ie has seen all that he describes. This 

9 

may be illustrated by a few examples of his tree- 
studies : 

hair 

In gloss apd flue the chestnut, when the shell 
Divides three-fold to show the fruit within* 

(The Br+ok) 

1 MacngUan and Go. 

b , 
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those eyes 

Dai ker than daikest pansies* and that hair 
Moie black than ashbuds 14 the fiont of March 

(Pht Gardener's Daughter) 

m 

With blasts that blow the poplar white 

(In Memo* lai *5 

A million emozalds bioak fiom the i uby-buddeef lime 
{ 9 (Maud) 

a stump c of oak half dead, ^ 

From roots like some black coil ot canSu snakes, 

* • 

Clutch’d at the crag r (Tht Last Tnumament\ 

We may also notice the exactness of the epithets In 
“perky larches,” “ d) y-tongu'd laurels,” “fyigh-dhou’d 
grigs,” “pilfai’d dusk of sounding sycamores,” “labur¬ 
nums, dt <))>))> n\)-k'Hls oj jue ” 

Equally exact are his desuiptiohs of scientific pheno¬ 
mena * 

< Before* the little ducts began 
To feed thy bones with ltmc, and lan 
Their eenrse till thou wert also man 
* (TJu Two Votces) 

Still, as while Saturn whirls, his steadfast sMhde 
Sleeps on lus luminous ring 

(The Palace of Ar*). 

This accurate realization of natural or scientific facts 
is often of service in famishing apt illustrations of 
moral tiuths or of emotions of the mind**: 

Bxeak, thou deep vase of chilling teais 
That grief has shaken into frost 

(/ft MemcH'iam) 

Thoir thousand wreaths of dangling^water.smoke 
That like a broken* $urpof*e waste in air 

(The Prince**) 
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Prayer, from a living source within the will, 

And beating up throu^li all the bitter world, 

Like fountains <>4,sweet water m the sea 

[Enoch Arden). 


W&) Allusions to the Hussies of more than one land (ftfHJaacho 

w ' # UrHhip; 

may. be found in Tennyson. Lines and expressions 
would seem sometimes to* he suggested by tho Gieek 
•or Latin jjocts, and in these the translation is generally 
so happy rendering of*the original as to giv^ an 
a< lift'd grac$ to what was already beautiful. Illustra¬ 
tions of this characteristic will he found among the 
Nurtes at the end of this volume. There is occasionally 
a reconditfness about these allusions which ligiy puzzle 
the general rcatk&r. Fof example, mjhe lines 

And ovei those ethereal eyes 
'llit bar of Michael Angelo 

(In Munoi rant) 


where tho reference is to the projection of the frontal 
bone above the eye brows noticeable in the portraits# 
of Michael Angelo and o{ Aithur Hallam, a peculiarity 
of shape said to indicate strength of chaiacter And 
mental power Similarly m 


Proxy-wedded with a bootless calf 

# (The PrntctM) 

. # • 

"We find an allusion to an old ceremony of marriage 
by proxy, where an ambassador or agent representing 
the.abscnt bridegroom, after taking off his long riding- 
boot, placed his leg in the bridal bed* 

(c)'We’inay next notg Tennyson's unequafied^>ower 
of finding single words # fo give at a flash, as it were, 


(c) Ufa exprea 
aiveueaa; 
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an exact picture. What he has written of Virgil’s art 
is equally true of his own, which offers us 

All the charm of all the Muses 

often flowering in a lonely word: 

This power of fitting the word to the thought raa/ be 
seen in the following examples: “ creamy spray ”; lily 
maid ” ; “ the ripple washing in the reeds ” and “ the,, 
wild water lapping on the crag”; ‘‘the dy^if ebb that 
faintly lipp'd the flat rgd granite”; “as the fiery Sirius 
bickers into red and emerald “ women 'llowz’d with 
health and wind and rain.” 

(d) Mr. (x. C. Macaulay (Introduction to fiareth and 
Lynette) has remarked upon £he picturesqueness, the 
elaborate apthess, and the individual and pcrsqpal 
character of Tennyson’s similes. Of their picturesque 
aptness two examples will be sufficient here: 

The great brand 

Made lightings in tho splendour of the moon, 
And.flashing round and round, and whirl’d in an arch, 
Shot like a streamer of the northern morn, 

Seen where the moving isles of ■winter shock 
By night, with noises of the northern sea 

(Morte d’Arthur) 

Dust are our frames; and, gilded dust, our pride 
Looks only for a moment whole and sound; 

Like that long-buried body of the kipg, • 

Found lying with his urns and omam&its, 

Which at a touch of light, an air of heaven, 

Slipt into ashes, and was found no more 

^Aylmer’s Fklh). 

As regards their individual ^nd personal*'character, 
Tennyson’s similes in many *qpses “ jjio not so much 
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appeal to common experience, as bring before us some 
special thing or some peculiar aspect of nature, which 
the poet has vividly present to his own mind, while 
to the reader perhaps the picture suggested may be 
q\te unfamiliar.” As examples we may take the 
fobbing: 

Ro now that shadow of mischance Appear'd 
No gr§ver than as when some little cloud 
Cuts ofl^the fiery highway of the sun, 

And islfijg a light in the o^ing • 

(Enoch Arden). 

So* in Geraint and Enid , wfcen the bandit falls trans¬ 
fixed by Geraint's lance, Tennyson writes: 

Ak he thal tells the talc • « 

Raw once a great JPiece of a promontory, 

That 4iad a sapling growing on it, slide * ^ 

From the long shore-clifFs windy walls to^tho beach, 

And there lie still, and yet the sapling grew. 

A remarkable instance of this individuality occurs in 
Gareth and Lynette : 

Gareth lookt and read— 

In letters like to those the vexilUtvy 

Hath left crag-carven o’er the streaming Gelt:— 

the Gelt being a small stream in Cumberland, not 
named in atiy of the ordinary gazetteers or atlases; 
and the reference is to an inscription on a^ime-stone 
rock near this "stream, carvec^ by the Second Legion 
of Augustus, stationed there in a.d. 207. 

<») Possessing s.*ch a faculty of appropriate expres- («) hjb avoid- 
sion, the.,poet naturally avoids the commonplace: he SmmJnpkco; 
not only rigidly excludes alf # *otiose epithets ah# stop- 
gap phrases, bufr often,* where other waiters would use 
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some familiar, well-worn wovd, he soleets one le&s known 
but equally true aiul expressive. lie has a distinct 
fondness for good old Raxnn \fa>rds and expressions, 
and has helped to rescue many of these-from unde- 
f served oblivion. Thus, for the “skinflint” of eonmyfu 
parlance he substitutes (in Walking to the Mail)'the 
“fiayflint” of Ray's* Pro verbs', in place of “ hlimlman’s 
buff” is found the older “ hoodman blind ” (fy Mentor - * 
iam)t, for “village and cowshed” ho writfet “tlio^pe 
and byre” (The Victim)! while i?i^ The Brook Aha Freiu-h 
“ cricket ” appoars as the Saxon “ grig.” Other examples 
might be quoted, eg., lurdute, rathe, plash , hhwis, thrall’d, 
holes, guM,, icckling, rohj, yajfinyale. Occasionally he 
prefers a word ,of his own cointgc, as hm guest?)', selfless. 
This tendency to avoid the commonplace is noticeable 
not only in separate words, but in the rendering ol 
ideas, y poetie dress being given to prosaic details by 
a kind of stately circumlocution: thus in The Princess 
the hero’s northern birthplace is indicated by his telling 
*as that r “ on my cradle shone the Northern star ”; 
and, in the same poem, the blue smoke rising from 
household chimneys Is described by “azure pillars of 
the hoartb ”—an expression which Mr. P. M. Wallace, 
in his edition of The » Princess, aptly calls “almost 
reverent”; icebergs are “moving isles 6f winter"; 
while to picture the hour before the planet Venus had 
junk into the sea, the jjoet writes: 1 

Before the crimson-circled star 
Had fall’ll into her father’^ graye. 

!oiS crflti ’ 00 Wne of the leading^haraateristics of Tennyson's 
Mscmeaee; style is the repetition of a wond (ofte$ in a modified 
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form) in tho same or sometimes til a slightly different 
sense. We have, for instsftice: 

Whereat the novice #cryin£, with clasp’d hands, 

Shame on her own garrulity garrulously 
y {(hunevere) 

sh^d in the same poem, 

* The maiden passion for a maid ; 
ta which we may add: 

For ojtr climbing up the climbing wave 

{The LotoS’Eatefo) 

Mouldering with tlfe dulf earth’s mouldering sod 

l The Palace of Art), 

Assonance —the repetition not of a word but of a sound 
—is also a favourite <^vico with Tennyson for giving 
m kind of epigrammatic force to a statement, as in 

Eve* to tipmosl lance and topmost helm 

(The fjctst Tournament) 

* 

Thy Pay aim hard 

Had such a mastery of his mystery 

That he could harp his wife up out liell 

{lb ) 

Thou with that friendly fondly smile of his 

{Harold), 

( 0 ) Lastly, if we examine the metrical characteristics G/) ilia bar. 
of Tennyson's poetry, we observe that the sense of Jhytim; 
majestic order and gradual development pervading the 
substance of «hi! poems is not more conspicuous than 
is the sense of music which governs the style of his 
\ersification. While less powerful than Hilton's at its 
be^t, Tennysen’s*blank verse always remains at a high 
level of excellence, and iig simple grandbur of style 
and expression is peeuliaifty his own. It ft in his 
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lyrical poems, however, that liis mastery of metife and 
rhythm best shows itself. He knows all the secrets of 
harmonious measures and melodious diction ; he has 
i&-cast and polished his earlier poems with such minute 
and scrupulous care that he has at length attained^, 
metrical form more perfect than has been reached M)y 
any other poet. Several illustrations of the delicacy 
of his sense of meff’e are pointed out in the Notes. « 
A few more examples may«be here quote^ * to «show 
how frequently in his verse the sound echoes the seAtfe. 
This is seen in his Representative Rhythms. r Thus : 

(1) The first syllable or half-foot of a lipe of blajak 
verse is often accented and cut off from the nest of the 
line by a* pause, to indicate pome sudden emphatic 
action or startlirfg sight or sound^ breaking the flq>v 
of the narrative—an effect often employed by^Homer: 

his arms 

Clash'd : and tlic sound was good to Gareth’s car 

(Gareth and Lynette) 

Charm’d, till fSir Kay, the seneschal, would come 
° Ob.) 

Shock, that a man far-off might well perceive 

(Lancelot and Elaine) 

Flash’d, and he call’d, ‘I fight upon thy side’ 

{Pellcas and Etarre) 

Back, as a hand that pushes thro’ the leaf 

(lb.) 

Fall, as the orest of some slow-arching wave 

Drops flat * (The Last Tournament). 

Occasionally the whole first foot is thus cut off: 

made his horse 

Caracole ; then bowed his*nomage, bluntly saying 

Tj&). 
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Who stood a moment, ere his hortsSl was brought, 
Glorying : and in the stream beneath him shone 

(Gareth and JLynctte). 

(2) Action rapidly repeated is represented by dh 
iwnisual number of unaccented syllables in one line. 
Tmis we almost hear the- huddling flow of waters in 
such lines as 

Myriads of rivulets hurrying thro’ tlic lawn 

(The Princess) 

Of some precipitous ^.vulet to jLhe sea 

(Enoch Arden). 

The rapid "warble of song-Thirds sounds through 

Melody on branch and melody in mid-air 

((Jfyrcth and hyneite) 

and in the same Idyll , the quick beat of a horse's 
hoof is echoed in 

The sound of many a heavily galloping hoof. 

(3) Contrast with the above the majestic effect pro¬ 
duced by the sustained rhythm and the bread vowdt 
sound's in 

By the long wash of Australasian seas 

(The Brock) 

The league-long roller thundering on the reef 

(Enoch Arden). 

(4) Variations from the usual iambic regularity of 
blank verse, attained by placing the accent on the first 
instead of on the second half-foot, are introduced, often 
to represent intermittent action, as in 

Ddwn the 16ng tdwqf-gt&iifef h&ititiiig 

(Lancelot and Elaine). 
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S J iSion!° <iy W Tennyson’s setfso of music is equally conspicuous 
in the melody of his dictioh. The mere sound of his 
words and phrases lingers iji thejbraio, apart from any 
nfeaniug, as the echoes of a musical cadence linger .along 
a vaulted roof. This is in the main due to his selection 
of melodious vowels and liquid consonants, and arao 
to his skilful use of alliteratjpn. Examples are every¬ 
where : 

The moan of doves in i?nmc?ftoria/ elms, 

A#ul murmuring of iumxmeriible been 

*(^he Princes*) 

The /nstro of the long convo/vn/usos 

[Knock Arden) 

The /oT*g /ow Attno and /assy pfenning eoa 

" (The L&>t Tournament) 

• • 

/hmsi-high in that bright line of bracken blood 

(Pelican and Elam) 

AJMNay the wind breathes low with nictfowor tone 

Through every hollow cave and alley /one 

(The Lotos Eatfrs). 

Contrast with the liquid sounds in the abov # o the 
representative effect produced by the short, sharp 
vowels and the guttural and dental sounds in 

And on the spike that split the mother’s hear/ 

Spitting the child 

(The Coming*of Arthur) 


The blade flew 

Wintering in nix, and ctytil npon the stones 

(Balin and Balm) 

Then sputtering thro' the hedge of ap/to/er’d /eeth, 

Yet straigeiB to the tongue, and with blunt stump 
Pitck-blackonW sawing the flur ^ 

(The Last Tow'Hament). 
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In double wouls initial alliteration is conspicuous.— 
h(aln-heafen, flesh faJVn, glmny-gladed, Imhj-ladcn , mock- 
med\ point-painted, immotyen, storm-strength n y d , tongue- 
tom, woikwttn. We also find slowly mellowing, hollovfer- 
\dIomng, erer-vemug, heavy-shotted hanmock-shtoud^ 
Often, as Mr. G. C. Macaulay has noticed, Tenny¬ 
son’s alliteration is so dtlicate that wo “only feel that 
it is there without peiceiving vheie it is/’ and it is 
then, pegliaps, due to rib conscious effort of the poet, 
Vut is natuial a 4 * the mplody of a bird. *ln no 
# English poet, perlutps only in Homer and Viigil, is 
Hiis kinship of poetry a^d music so evident as m 
Tennysdn. 

Tennyson’s # thieo J/storical drn^nas form (as Mr, 
flonry Van Dyk^ has pointed out) a picture of the 
Making of England, tho three peiiods of action 
being, it would seem, chosen witfi’tho design of 
touching tho most critical points of the long^strugglc. 
Thus in Harold wo see “the dose of that fierce 
triangular duel between the Saxons, tfie JDan^s, 
and* the Normans, which resulted in tho Noiman 
conquest and the binding of England, still «Saxon 
at heart, to the civilization of the Continent.” 
In Becket we have “the conflict botween the church 
and the* crown, between the ecclesiastical and the 
royal prerogatives, which shook England «to the centre 
for many y^ars, and out of which her present con¬ 
stitution hag grown " In Qtteen Mary, when the triumph 
of church and ^people had left undecided what type 
of 'religion Vas to prevail, is pictured the struggle 
between the Papacy, and Hhe Reformation for the pos¬ 
session of I2pgland. # *411 Wee plays are fufi of deep 


His Dtftmattc 
Work*. 
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research, vivid character*painting, and intensity of feel* 
ing, and contain many magnificent situations. George 
Eliot has expressed her opinipn that “Tennyson’s plays 
run Shakspere’s close,” and llobert Browning used to 
, point out the scene of the oath over the bones of tb! 
Saints of Normandy, in Harold , as a marvellously 
actable scene; while Mr. J. «Ii. Green, the historian, 
has told us that “ alf his researches into the annals ?)f 
the twelfth century had no! given him s\ vivid a 
conception of the character o£ Henry 1I. # and liis 
court as was embodied in TeiAy son’s BeckeU ” It # 
should at the same time bg remembered that (as the 
poet himself avows) this drama is “not intSnded in 
its present form to meet the exigencies ^of the modern 
theatre,” a criticism which may be ^applied with moil 
or less force to the whole trilogy. Bechet has been 
adapted for the stage by Mr. Irving, and performed 
with grtSit success; and The Cup and The Falcon were 
each played during a London season to full houses. 
Q§cm Ma%y, The Promise of May , and The Foresters 
have also been acted. 

Suoh is Tennyson as man and as artist. His poetry, 
with its clearness of conception and noble simplicity 
of expression, its discernment of the beautiful and its 
power of revealing and shaping it with mingled strength 
and harmony, has become an integral part of the 
literature of the world, and so long as purity and lofti¬ 
ness of thought expressed *n perfect form have power 
to charm, will remain a possession fo£ ever. 
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n»tp i/>ciiity, .tiflnlh’ s FuId was first, published in 1864., Aylmer- 
5 atoll, a viHugo in Norfolk, has bcefi said to he the sccn^ 
of the poem; hut the description of the locality as **o 
land of hoj)^ ” (1. 31) shows that it must ho Ui<f in some 
more southern English county, s^ch as I^ent or Sussex 
The title -At/hurf's Field points t% the desolation thfrt 
overwhelmed the anrestrul abode of the Aylme* family, 
when 

“•flic great Hull was wholly biokui down, 

And the broad woodland paicell’d into farms,” 

fyid thus \yhat was once Aylmer’s Had came to he known 
as Aylmer’s Fu Id t 

Story of tho The story of the poem is briefly this :—Sir Aylmer 
- ’ Aylmer is one of the English landed gentry, proud of his 
hitth and station ; his wife, once a well known beauty, 
is a mere shadow of himselfc They have #ne lovely 
daughter, Edith, sole heiress to their wealth and name, 
a benefactor of tho poor and favourite of «all who know 
her, Averill is rector of the parish, and Leolin is his 
brother. Leolin and Edith grow up together, and thp ir. 
childish int im acy ripens into love in their matures 
par is enlightened *as t<j the state of her own 
:s towards Lcelin by a*“ fla^ of semi-jealousy," on 
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his part, of an Indian kinsman wlio^omes and makes Jut 
piesents, amon^ them heiujf a daggei of beautiful woik 
manship. Tins dagger she gnos to Leolin Then Sit 
Aylmer’s eyes ate suddenly opened to the Jo\emakiif" 
between the two, Leolin is violently diiven bom his 
defers, and Edith is kept close at home The indig 
naftt Laolm goes off to lps law studies, detei mined to 
mtike a name for himself, and mofhiwhile he and Editli 
carry on^m clandestine conespondence with each other. 

Tfiis is discovered and slopped, neither of them Under¬ 
standing ffow. Edbh is*moie closely shut up than 
®V‘ r > she loses her health, is cauglit by a passing fever, 
and diestwith Lculm’s name upon her lips. Leolin hears 
her call him in liis sleup as it seems, and adswcis her, 
tumbling witli cxiiteident. Tlio next day comes the 
dreadfu^ news, and tool in stabs himself with the dagger 
that Edith had given him On a fdllbwing Sunday 
morning, Averill is asked to preach Edith’sSfuneial 
sermon. He takes for his text, “ Behold, your lionse is 
left unto you desolate,” and denounces *!n ternhle uorc^s 
of dyom the pride and self-seeking of the Aylmer 
parents. Lady Aylmer faints and is eairied out of the 
church, and the heart-stricken Sir Aylmer staggers out 
behind her, followed by the frowns of the assembled 
villagers. *Lady Aylmer dies m a month, and Kii Aylmer 
becomes imbecile, and two years later is lai<J beside his 
wife and daughter. Then the gieat Hall is pulled down, 
and its site is turned into a haunt for the mole and the 
hedgehog. 

Jn point of* style, the main characteristic of Aylmefx stylo. 
Field is'*its vigour of thought and expression. While 
remarkable for passages of great loveliness an<? pathos, 
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it is through its politer rather than its beauty thafr, as a 
whole, it appeals to the imagination of the reader. We 
do not find here the studied simplicity of language and 
the repose of feeling that mark its companion poem, 
Enoch Arden, published originally in the same volumy 
But in its stern moral strength Aylmer’s Field is Un¬ 
equalled among the poems of Jennyson. 

Aylmer’s Field is “£ protest against the tyranny of the 
pride of birth and wealth overdovc.” 1 It denounce# one 
of th© chief among 

“The social lies that warp us frorft the living trutli*" 

The pride depicted by tl*i poet is of that ignolTle 
type which leans in self-complacent egotism upon the 
achievements of others, without any %ense that the 
inheritance of a noble name should* be an incentive fo 
noble deeds warihy of a great ancestry. It is tfie pride 
that is ^ontent to , 

“ Fall back upon a name, rest, rot in that, 

Not I&ep it noble, make it nobler.” 

► 

For this false pride of birth and the Mammon-warship 
that«so often accompanies it Tennyson cherishes a noble 
scorn and abhorrence, and he has branded them both in 
several other of his poems. For example, in Lady Clara 
Fere de Fere , the pride of the heroine produces a tragical 
result somewhat similar to that of Aylmer’s Field, in the 
suicide of “ young Lawrence,” the humble suitor who is 
scornfully rejected by this ^‘daughter of a hundred earls.” 
In Maud again it is the pride of the brother that brings 
about the catastrophe. Maud, like Edith,* is faithful to 

1 A Study (f TennysdH. By E. C. Tainsb. 
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hor JoVer; but, like her, she canrfbt extricate heiself 
from the selfish worldliness of her surroundings; and Bhe 
too is parted from hi$n and dies. In Aylmer’s Field, 

Leolin is driven to despair and madness that ends id 
dtucide ; in Maud , the mind of the hero also gives way 
bed^ath the strain of acute suffering, but he recovers and 
findfe a solace ip noblo action. In Lochley Ball it is the 
•pride of wealth that steps between the two youthful 
lovers wftjji its blighting*influence, though with con¬ 
sciences less tragic Jlian in Aylmer’s Field , \#iero, 
as in Hymlet, the curtain falTs upon the deaths of all the 
cliief personages in the story except one, and only 
Averill is deft, like Horatio, * 

“ In this hirsh world oo draw his breath iu pain.” 

The subject of Wordsworth’s Hart-leap Well has some compared to 
affinity to that of Aylmer's Field In either poem the Wdi. 
events are told or supposed to be told to the wflter by 
an old man familiar with the traditions of the place 
where tlioy occurred. Both stories turn upoji wantor^ 
acts of ciuelty, though in Hart-leap Well it is a dumb 
animal that is the victim, instead of human beings, as in 
Aylmer's Field* In Hart-leap IFell, as in Aylmer's Field, 
the scene of man’s pride and inhumanity is laid waste; 

“ the spot «s curst ” ; and Sir Walter’s great lodge, like 
Sir Aylmer’s mansion, is wholly broken edown and 
vanishes like “*a forgotten dream.” 

“ Now there is neither grass nor pleasant shade; 

The son on drearier hollow never shone.” 

In Wordsworth’s poen^ however, we are ool loft, as in 
Aylmer’s Field, to contemplate a prospect of unredeemed 
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ruin and desolations There is a healing as well /is a re¬ 
tributive power in Nature; it is true that 

“ The pleasure-house iq dustc,—behind) before, 

This is no common waste, no common gloom ; 

But Nature, in duo course of time, once more 
Shall here put on her beauty and her bloom.” 

A leading feature in Aylinch's Fields x veiill's sermon, 
comprising, as it does, nearly ono-fifth of the entire poem/ 
It has been described as “ a* mosaic of Bibft> language, 
moslf'curiously wrought and fus^d into one living whole 
by the heat of on intense sorrow.^’ 1 Tn its prophet-like 
earnestness and terrible, concentrated power, no less 
than in its subtly intermingled pathos and scorn, it 
stands unparalleled in literature Critics have raised ob¬ 
jections to so excellent a clergymap as Avcrill being re¬ 
presented as seizing the first opportunity of preaching 
publicly against two of his parishioners after their daugh¬ 
ter's cfeath, and have asked, “ Why smite those afresh 
whom God had smitten so terribly already ? ” But such 
criticisms as these are wide of the mark. The poem is 
explicitly an idealisod delineation of coarse and cruel 
wrong-doing followed by swift and appropriate punish¬ 
ment. The demands of poetical justice are satisfied to 
the full. Borne along by the high moral truth of the 
whole picture, the reader does not stop to inquire into 
minor details or questions of antecedent probabilities. 
The pathetic description of the events that come before 
and load up to it, prepares his mind for the preacher's 
storm-blast of indignant reproach, "^here is no sense*of 
incongruity ; the sermon seems a natural and almost * 

^Th? Poetry fif Timy<Sm. By Honry Van Dyke. 
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inevitable outcome of what precedes ; and the canons of 
taste and of art are alike satisfied. 

This sermon may be briefly paraphrased as follows • 
“ % The worst *of all the calamities that mankind has 
suffered under are the various forms of idolatry 
wlii^h put Self in the. place of God. The old Baal- 
worshippers degraded their object «of worship to their 
bwn level# but, with the coming of Christianity, better 
things wei% expected. But no! though actual ^dol- 
worship is ^one, man %tilW worships his own selfish 
desires ^nd aims in the shape of wealth and rank, 
livihg in luxury and careless of his soul’s welfare 
and of the teachings of the religion that*he pro¬ 
fesses You tlfen, the# modern self-worshipper, who 
ou£ht to have known better, shall be regarded by the 
humbly-bbrn but mighty Jesus as a worse idolater than 
the old Baal-worshipper, for you by your evil ggecept 
and example destroy the souls instead of the bodies of 
your children. Some possibly may escape the taint, as 
did the subject of ,tny discourse, a beautiful mafden, the 
joy and blessing'iof our homes. No cottage was too 
humble for her to'.visit, no wretchedness too low for her 
to succour. Her hand was ever ready in works of 
charity and kindness, and, herself a disciple of the 
loving Christ, she soothed your religious doubts and 
sweetly healed your quarrels. Leolin was her constant 
companion, and'might eventuajjy have become her hus¬ 
band. He has died by his own hand;—aSteath of shame, 
the*guilt and tl^ disgrace of which belong hot to him but 
to those wjio drove him to it. % Good reason then have I, 
thus doubly bereaved, t<* say, JMy house is left uitto me 
desolate.’ 


Paraphrased 
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“Yoti too, my parishioners, may well use tlfe same 
words, for your loss is irreparable* But you, the un¬ 
happy parents, who have * caused all this calamity,— 
would that you, like Jerusalem of old, had* better under¬ 
stood your own true interests and ours 1 As Jerusalem 
had her prophets, whom sho stoned, so you had*your 
child to lead you ijp to higher things^ and you have 
killed her. Jerusalem, unrepentant, was doydated* 1>^ 
swojd and fire ; and you, who would not listen to # t^Iie 
warning example of y our* chitJ^ have brought'a k*ko 
doom upon yourselves. This loss has darkened 'my o\pn 
life and hardened my fcolfngs ; pray for me, fny parish¬ 
ioners, for Leolin, Alas, is past your prayers* * 

“When I first heard of tlic^o events’ I, who thought 
myself so meek-spirited, was thin indignantly to denounce 
the crime that- has made those two its victims. But 
whenJf see what is now going on in France, the Revolu* 
tion with its Reign of Terror and ghastly, wholesale 
executions, I feel that this is not a time to add fuel to 
'tlio angry passions of men. No less do 1 fed that this 
was not a fitting time for these Aylf^jte to indulge their 
pri'de. My wish, thou, is that this jm&t sin of theirs 
may remain concealed from the public eye, though it 
will, no doubt, be talked of in this neighbourhood* But 
I would ask you rather to pray for and pify those who 
have carried out their own aims and broken a union 
which might have perpetuated their* family ;—who, 
thinking by* ebarse methods to plan their daughter's* 
welfare, have panned her death and ^brought misery 
upon their old age. Their punishment in this life is 
sqrolyt great enough without that of the life to come. 
Stript as they are of our respect and affection, with a 



AYLMER'S (FIELD. xxxvii 

stranger to succeed to their-property, bereft of all hope 
of posterity, their home desolated, bitter indeed must be 
their feelings as they Hbar me, their old friend, like them 
jnd by them bereaved, cry to them, as Christ did to the 
worldly, self-deluding Pharisees, 1 Behold, your house is 
leftVmto you desolate!’” * 

It may be remarked, in concluiion, that the Creek flwyk Tragic 
•trSgic e\pment is strongly represented in Atjlnwr's ° ne ' 
Fjdd. Like the haughty CEdipus, of Sophocles’s djama, 
uiged* on by overmastering Destiny, Sir Aylmer, 4, by 
ljjs own stale devil spurr’d,” goes blindly on, working 
out his own ruin for himselfr He is the Greek Hybris- 
tes, the violent, overbearing type of humanity. Or 
again, like the formal Cleon of the same dramatist, bent 
oif promoting his son’s best interests by “ breaking the 
bond ” between him and the noble - Antigone, Sir 
Aylmer sets himself about “ contriving his dear ^laugh¬ 
ter’s good,” and ends in ignorantly devising her death. 

The irony of it all is thoroughly Creels in its texture, 
though the Greek notion of an inexorable Fato*or Necos-* 
sity is* replaced in the modem poem' by a vivid repre¬ 
sentation of the power of a “ besetting sin,” indulged 
and cherished, to goad a man*on to his own destruction 
and that of others. Here, as ever, “ sin when it is 
finished, bmigeth forth death.” 
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Dust are our frames : aiftl, gilded dust, our piide 
Looks only for a moment whole and sound ; 
ffike that long-burietl body of the king, 

Found lying with liis urn&aud ornament*,* /kh*? 
Which at a touch of light, an air of heaven, 

Nlipt into ashes, and was found no more. 


Tfejje is a story which in rougher shape 
('amt* from a g rizzle d cripple, whom f saw 
Sunning himself m a waste field alone — 

Old, and a mine of memories—who had served 
Long since, a bygone Rector of the place, 

And been himself a part of what ho told. 


Sir Aylmer Aylmer, that afmightv man, 
Tljy county God—in whose capacious hall, 
Hung with a hundred shields, the family tree # 
Sprang from the midriff of a» pr os t rate king— 
Whose blazing wyvern %€*athe*cock'd tfje spire, 
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from his walls ami wing Vi his entry-gates 
And jjwang besides on many a windy sign— 
Whose eyes from under a pyramidal head 
Saw from his windows nothing* save his own— 
What lovelier of his own had he than her, 
tiis only child, Ins Edith, whom he loved 
As heiress and not heir regretfully ? 
lint ‘lie that marries her marring her nom\ 
This fiat somewhat soothed himself and wife, 
His wife a faded beauty of the*Baths, 

Insipid *as the Queen upon a card ^ 

Her all of thought and bearing harc^ly more 
[Than his own shadow in a sickly sun. 


A land of hop i and poppy-mingled comj 
Little about it Stirling save a brook4 
A sleepy land, jvhere under the same wheel 
The same old y yt would deepen year by year; 
Where rffmost all the village had one name; 
Where Aylmer followed Aylmer at the Hall 
4nd AverilJ AveAll at the Rectory 
Thrice over; so that Rectory and Hall, 

Boun^l in an immemorial intimacy, 

Were open to each other; tho’ to dream 
* That Lovy could bind them closer well had made 
The Jioajf.jjiair of the Baronet bristle 
With horror, worse than had he hoard his priest 
Preach an inverted scripture, men 

Daughters of Qod; so sleep} was the land. 

< 

And might not Averill, had he will’d it qo, 
Somewhere beneath his own l^w jange of roofa,. 
Hhve albo set his many-shielded trpe ? 
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There was an Aylmer-Averill marriage once. 
When the red rose was redder than itself, 
And York’s white rose as red as Lancaster's, 


whiclf each had prick’d to death. 
,‘Not provfcfi* Averill said, or l aughingly 


‘Some other race of Averills’—prov’n or no, 
W%at cared lie ? what, if other or the same ? 

S& Jfi&afd. nogm Am. Jkt&tai 

But Leolin, his brother, living oft 
With AvdMll, and a year or two before 
GrU’i| to the bar, but ever call’d away 
By one JoW voice to ^ne d^hr neighbourhoo<3, 
on ldf often, in his walks with Edith, claim 
Jf distant kinship to the grdfeious blood 
That shook the heart offEdith hearing him. ■' 


50 


60 


San guine ^he was: a but less vivid hue 
Than of that islet in the chestnut-bloom 

ea s er e y es ’ that stiU 

Took joyfulnot e ' of all things joyful, fream’d. 

Beneath a mafaMike mass of rolling gold? 

Their best and brightest, when they dw^lp ou hers, 

Edith? whose pensive beauty , , perfect else, 70 

But subject to the season or the mood, i 
Shone like a mystic star between the less 
And greater glory varying to and fro, 

We know not wherefore j bounteously made., 

And yet so finely , that a troublous touch * 

Thinn’d, or, would seem to thin her in a dav. 

‘ . . ~gfi • 

A joyous^ to dilate, as toward the light. 

And these had been together from the first. 
ligplin’s firet Jiiyaeew a B. fiye^yeare after, he ra.: 

So mucb^ the boy foreran ; t>ut when his data ■ 80 

Doubled her own, for yant of playmates, he 
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(Since Aveiill was a detail ana a Hall 
His cldci, and then parents unchigiouncD 
Had tost lus ball apdjjown liys kitc^ and toll’d 
Hi4 hoop to plpasuie Eclitli, with hci dipt >• <c 
Against the tusli of the an in the jnoni swing, 
blade blossom ball or daisy chain, auanged 
Her gaulen, sow’d her name and kept it gi^en 
In living lctteis, told hoi fair} tides, 

Show'd hei the f in} footings on the glass, 

The little dells of cowslip, f my 'palms, u/ 

The pc tifej) muystad toiest, fany pmes, 

Oi ftoin the tm> pitted tuget*bltw f «* 
What look’d a flyjljt of fail} anows aim’d 
All at one mark, all hitting tnakc believes 
Foi Edith and himself or else lic^foiged, 

But tint was labt, boyish histones i 

Of liattle, bold adventure, dungeon, wreck, 
Flights, tenois, nuddyn loscj^e®, and tiue love 
(Jrp\vn,’d aftci tiiaf, fetches iudc and taint, 

'But wlnii* a pission }ct nnboin pcibips 
La} hidden ah the music of the m oon 
SJpeps in the plant 1 <-ggs of the nightingale 
And thus togothti, sav^c foi college tunes 
Or Temple eaten teims, a couple, fan 
A a evci painter painted, pott sang, 

Or Heaven in lavish bounty moul ded , grew 
And more and more, the maiden woman-grown, 
He w r astcd hours with Avenll , theie, when fiiffc 
The tented vmuter field was bioken up 
Into thrt phalanx of the summer spears 
That soon should wear the garland , there again 
When bun and bme wore gather’d , lastly theie 
At Chiistmas , ever welcome at the Hallj L 
Qp whose dnW sameness hu fujl tide of youth 
Broke with a phosphorescence* champing even 
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Mx.Tas.ly; anti tlic Baronet yet hffa laid 
No t»ar between them: dull and self-involved* 

Tall and erect, but bending from bin height 
With half-allowing smiles*for all the world, 120 

And mighty courteous in the main—h is piide 
l^jh&pcr than Jto wear it at? his ring- 
lie, like an ^ylmer in his Aylmerism, 
fomld care ^10 more foi* Leolin’s walking 
Than for his old Newfoundland’s, when they ran 
To*loos«t*hini at the stalfles, for he rose 
fi’wgfooted at the limit of his (Lain, 

Roaiing Ub make a $hird : # and how should Love, 

^hoin the cross-lightnings of four chance-met eyes 

into fiery life from rtbthi ng. follow 130 

Such dear fainiliariticsiof dawnT^' ■*« 

Seldom, but vriien he ch es, Master of all. 


with her 


So these young hearts not knowing that tliey^foved, 
Not she at least, nor conscious of a bar 
Between them, nor by plight oi broktyp ring 
Bound, blit an immemorial intimacy, 

Wander’d at will, and oft accompanied 
By Averill : bis, a brother’s love, that hung 
Witli wings of broodi ng shelter o’er her peace, 

Might have been other, save for Leo Jin’s— 140 

Who kne^ws ? but so they wander’d, hour by hour 

The magic cup Shat fill’d itself* anew. 


• A whisper, hal# reveal’d her to herself. 

For o^t beyond her lodge^ where the brook 
'Y’ocalj with here and»there « silence, ran 
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By sallowy arosdNbe labourers’ homes, 

A frequent haunt of Edjtl^ on low kno lls 

Xk^L^iiapliiig- r 

Atf random scatter’d, each a neflst in broom/ 

Her art, her hand, her counsel all had wrought 
About them : here was one that, summer-blapch’d. 
Was parcel- bepjd^d with the traveller’s-iov 
In Autumn, parp eP ivy-clad ; and here \ 

The wami-blue breathings of a hidden hearth 
Broke from a bower of vine and honey suckle 
One lock’d all rosetree, and another wore 
A close-set robe of jasmine softm with stars: . 
This had a rosy sea of gillyflowers 
lAbout. it; this, a milky-way •on earth, 

{Like visions in the Northern dreamer’s heavens, 

• ***** Hilly I I ■ V*-- <1 ,N"W»»»'S V I IW «.*«.*»■., ** M ' ‘ l * % 

A lily-avenue climbing to the doors; 

One, almost to the Inartin-haunted eapes 
A summer burial deep in hollyhocks ;. 

Each, its own charm ; and Edith’s everywhere; 
And EdiUi ever visitant with him, 

He but less loved than Edith, of her poor: 

For she—so lowly* lovely and ^O/ Ipvjng, 

Queen ly i^jqnsiye when the loyWhand 
Bose from the clay it work’d in as she past, 

Not slowing and passing by, 

1 Nor dealing goodly counsel’ from a heigh t 
That makes the lowest liate it, but a voice 
Of comfort and. an open hand of help, 

A splendid presence flattering the poor roofs 
Bevered as theirs, but kindlier than themselves 
To filing wife or wailing infancy. 

Or old bedridden palsy,—was adored ; 

He, loved for her and for himself. A_ arasn 
Having the warmth an d muscle o f the heart. 

A childly way with children^ and ^ laugh 
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WgdL jao false pa ss port to "that easy re alm. 
Where once with Leolin at her side the girl, 
Nursing a child, and* turning- to the warmth 
The tenderj^nk %e^dei^J^soljp^ 

Heard the good mother softly whisper * Bless, 
Aod bless ’em : marriages are made in Heaven . 1 


A fla&i of semi-jealously clear’d it to her. 
iMj^ lady’s Indian kinsman unannounced 
With half a score of *swaiP thv faces came. 

His own, tho’ keen and bold and soldierly 
§&arid by the close ecliptic* was not fair; 

Fairer liis talk, a tongue that ruled the hour, 
Tho’ seemingeboastful: so when firsjb he dash’d 
Into the chroni cle,, of *a deedful day, *' 

Sir Aylmer half forgot his lazy smile 
Of patron 4 Good ! my lady’s kinsman ! good !' 
My lady with her fingers interlock’d, 

And rotatory thumbs on silken knees. 

Call’d all her vital spirits into each e*r 
To listen : unawares they flitted off, 


Jih^m^elyes about the fllowerage 
That f&ioa from out a stiff brocade in which, 
The meteor of & splendid season, she, 




days : 


But Edith’s eager fancy hurried ^ith him % 
gmalshfd ttyrtf the perilous t Sa^ies * oKfiis life : 
Till Leolin ever watchful o£ her eye, 

Hated him with a momentary hate. 
Wife-hunting, m the rumour ran, was he: 

I know not, for he spoke not, only showe^d 
His oriental gifts on evefjtohe 




190 


200 
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And most on Edith : lii&s a storm he came, 

And shook the house, and like 'a .stoim he went. 


Among the gifts he left her (possibly 
1 f ic flow’d and ebb’d uncertain, to return 
When others had been tested) there was oiu^ 

A dagger, m rich she ath with jewels on it 220 

Sprinkled about in gold that branch’d itself 

Fine as ice-ferns on January panes 

Made b^a breath. I know not whence at first, 

Nor of what lace, the woik ; but as he told 
The story, stoiining a hill-foit of thieves 
He got it; foi their captain after fight, 

His conn add having fought their Ifcst foel pw. 

Was climbing up the valley ; at whpm he shot: 

Down from the^beethng ciag to which die clung 
Tumbled the tawpy rascal at his feet, 230 

This dagger with him, which when now admired 
By Edith •whom his pleasure was to please, 

At once the costly Sahib yielded to her. 

And *Leolin, coming after he was gone, 

Tost over all her presents petula ntly: / ' 

And when she showed the wealthy scabbard, saying 
‘ Look what a lovely piece of workmanship!’ % 

Slight was his^answer * Well—I care not for it: ’ 

Then playing with the blade he prick’d his hand, 

* A gracious gift to giv6 a lacj^y, this ! * * 240 

‘ But would it be more gracious ’ ask’d the girl 

* Were I to give this gift of his to one * 

That is no lad ^V ‘Gracious? No’ said he. 

* Me ?—but l cared not for it. , ft pardon me, 
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7 seem to be ungraciousness itselfi* 
i Talle it * she added sweetly, ‘ tlio’ his gift; 

For I am more ungracious ev’n than you, 

I carta not for it eitlT cr; ; >and he said 
‘ Why then I love it:’ but Sir Aylmer past, 

And neither loved nor liked the thing he heal’d. 260 


» The next w day came a neighbour. Bines and reds 
Thfcy talk'd of: blues wftre sure of it, he thought: 

•Then of the latest fox—where started—kill’d 
1 In such a bottom : 1 Yete* hacP the brush, Z 
My Yeter, first: 7 and did Sir Aylmer know 
•That great pock-pitten fellow had been caught f 
Then nTfwJe lii^jpleasu,^ echo, hand to hand, 

And rolling it were the substance of it / s 
»Between his palmij a taoment up and down- 

* Tlie birds were warm, the birds were warm upon him ; 

We have him now : ’ and had Sir Aylmffr heard— ^ 261 

Nay, but he must—the land was riiigiiig^o|, itr% 

Tins blacksmith border-marriage—one they knew- 
Raw from the nursery—who could trust a child ? 

That cursed France with her egalities ! 

AnH did Sir Aylmer (deferentially 

With nearing chair and lower’d accent) think— 

For people talk’d—that it was wholly wise 
To let that handsome fellow Averill walk 
So freely with his daughter? people talk’d— 270 

The boy might get a notion into him; ( 

The girl nught* be entangled ere she knew. 

Sir Aylmer Aylmer slowly stiffening spoke: 

* The girl and boy, Sir, know their differences! * 

‘ Good/ sai<| hist friend, * but watch ! ’ and he, * Enough, 
More, than enough, Sir! I can guard my 
They parted, and Sir Aytiper Aylmer watch’d. 
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Pale, for on her the the house 

Had fallen first, was Edith 'that same night ; 

Pale as^the Jcphtha’fL daughter, a rough piece 
Of caily rigid colour, under whjch 
' Withdrawing by the counter door to thai 
Which Leolin open’d, she cast back upon him 
A piteous glance, and vanish'd. He, as one 
Caught in a burst of unexpected*storm, 

? And pelted with ontiag&ws epithets, *■**' 

Turning beheld the Powers of life House 
On cither side the hearth, indignant; her, 

Cooling her false cheek with* a *featfterfan, 

Him, glaring, by his own stale dexil flpurr’d. 

And, like a beast bar<1-ridden, ^breathing hard. 

4 Ungeneious, dishonourable, base, ^ 

Presumptuous 1 trusted as he was with he% 
r rhe sole succceder to their wealth,* th^ir lands, 

The last remaining pillar of their house, 

The one transmitter of their ancient name, 

Theii chijjd.' 4 Our child f ' 4 Our heiress !' 4 Ours ! 

still, 

Like echoes from l^yoml a hollow, came 
Hlr aic k)ier iteration. Last he said, 

4 Boy, mark me ! for your fortunes are to make. 

I swear you shall not make them out of mine. 

Now inasmuch as you have practised on her, 

Perplext her, made her half forget herself, 

Swerve from her duty to herself and us-*- 
Tilings in an Aylmer deem'd impossible, 

Far as we track, ourselves—I say that thi£— 

Else 1 withdraw favour and gouutenanoe 
From you and yours for over—shall you do. 

Sir, when you see her—but you shall not* see her— 
No, you shall write, and not fco her, but me :* 

And you shall sav that having. Spoken with me. 
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Anil after look’d into yourself, yofe find 
That# you meant nothing’- "as indeed you know 
That you meant nothing. Such a match as this ! 
Impossible, prodigioift * * .These wore words, 

As meted -by his measure of himself, 

Arguing boundless forbearance • after which, 

Leolin's honor-strieken answer, ‘ I 
do foul a traitor to my Self and her, 

Never oh ntver,’ for about as lcAg 320 

As # the* %ind-hovoi liang^s in balance, paused 
*Sir Ayfmer reddening from the storm within, 

Then broke ail bond? of eourtfcsy, and crying 
' Bo/, should I find you by my doors again, * 

My men shall lash you from them like a dog ; 

Hence ** with a sudden execration droy^e 
The footstoolpfrom before Jbim» and aioSe ; 

'So, itammerlog * gjcoiftidi el ’ out of teeth that ground 

As in a dreadful dream, while Leolm still 

Retreated half aghast, the fierce old mail 330 

Follow'd, and under his om n lintel stood 

St orm ing with lifted hands, a hoary face 

Mee t for the reverence of the, hgn,jtih,#but now, 

Beneath a^le^and^jp^aio^n^". * 

VeXt with unworthy madness, and deform'd. 


Slowly and conscious of the rageful eye 
That watch'd him, till he heard the ponderdus door 
Close, crashing with long echoes thro’ the \guid, 

Went t^eolin ; Then, his pas sions ail in flood 

ida4_wla?jBl motion^urjaasiy 340 

Down thro’ the bright lawns to his brother's ran, 

And foam'd^ away his heart at Aver ill’s ear : 

*Wliom Averill solaced as he might, em&zecj. 

The man was his, had b£eji his father's, friend : 
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lie must have seen, himself had seen it long ; 

|He must have known, himself Tiod known : If^idrs 
He never yet had set his daughter forth 
Heie in the woman-markets of «the ^est, 

■ Where our Caucasians let themselves be sold, 
i Some one, he thought, had slander’d Leolin to him. * 350 
4 Brother, for I have loved you more as son 
Than brother, let me tell you: P myself— 

What is their pretty saving ? jilted, is it ? 

Jilted I was : I say it for your l>eace. 

Pain’d, ^pd, as bearing in myself the shame 
The woman should have b&rne, •humiliated. 

J lived for years a stunted siydi&P lire ; * 

Till after our good parents paefc away 
Watching your growth, 1 seem’d ag'diu to grow. 

Leolin, T almost sin in envying you : 300 

The very whitest lamb in all my fbld 
Loves you: I know her: the worst thought she has 
Is whiter even than her pretty hand : 

She must/prove true: foi, brother, where two fight 
The strongest wins, and truth and love are nt length, 

And you are liapjv)#: let her parents be. 


But 1/eolin cried .out the more upon them— 

Insolent, brainless, heartless ! heiress, wealth, 

Their wealth, ilieir heiress S wealth enough was theirs 
For twenty matches.- Were ho lord of this, 370 

Why twenty Joys and girls should many qb it . 

And forty blest ones bless him, and himself 
p lie wealthy still, ay wealthier He believed 

I The harlo t of the cities: nature crost 
Was mother o{ the foul adulteries 
(That saturate soul with bodv. •frame, too! name t 



AYLMER'S FIELD. 


13 


Thefr ancient name 1 they might life proud ; its worth 
Was Jbeing Edith’s Ah lufvv pale she had look’d 
Dai ling, to-night ! they must have rated her 380 

Beyond all tolerance. • The$e old pheasant-lords, 

These partmdge-bieeders of a thousand years, 

Who had mildew’d in their thousands, doing nothing 
I s * ce Egbert—why, the greater their disgrace ! 

■J&Jl back upon a name f *rest, lot m that* 

SNot hee^ it ^Loble, make it nobltfr i fools, 

IWitti sudh a vantage-ground foi nobleness 1 
jie had \nown a man, a quintessence of man, 

"The*life ftf all -who lfiadly* loved—and he, 

Thwaftrted by one of^theso old father-fools, 390 

€lad rioted his life out, amk made an end. 
lie would not do it ! Jier sweet face and faith 
Held him fro^i that but he had poweis, he knew it * 
•Back would he to his studies, make a name, 

Name, fortune too . the world should ring of him 
To shame these mouldy Aylmeis in their*graves 
Chancellor, or what is greatest would he be— 

‘O brother, I am grieved to learn your grief- 
Give me my fling, and let me say my say .’ 

At which, like one that sees his own excess, 400 

And easily forgives it as his own, 

He laugh’d ; and then was ig&te ; but presently 
Wept Idle a storm : and honest Averill seeing 
How low his bi other’s mood had fallen, fetch’d 
His richest ^beeswing from a binn reserved 
For banquets, praised the waning red, and told 
The vintage—when tfiis Aylmer came of agfi— 

"Then drank and* past it; till at length the tWo, 

tlio’ Jjeolin flamed and fell again, agreed 4 

That muc Jr* allowance. must.be made for men. 4l0 
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After aii angry dream 43iis kindlier glow 
Faded with morning, but his jibrpose held. 


Yet once by night again the lovers met, 

A perilous meeting under the tall pines 
That darken’d all the northward ^of her Hall. 

Him, to her meek and modest bosom prcst 
In agony, she promised that no force, 

Persuasion, no, nor death could alter her: 

He, passionately hopefuller, would go, 

Labour for his own Edith, ami return* 420 

Iji such a sunlight of prosperity 
Ik should not be rejected. * "Write to me! 

They loved me, and because I love* their ^child 
They hate mo : there is war between us, deSlr, 

Which breaks ajl bonds but ours; we must remain 
Sacred to one another. 1 So they talk’d, 

Poor children, for their comfort: the wind blew 
The rain *Tf heaven, and their own bitter tears. 

Tears, and the careless rain of heaven, mixt 

U^on their faces, a# they kiss’d each other 430 

In darkness, and above them roar'd the pine. 


So Lcolin went; J aafeas we tja$k*GUrafiJbfces 
To learn a languag^jBown but spia tterinylv 
In phrases here and there at random, toil’d 
Mastering the lawless science of our law, 

That (Sjdekw myriad of preogfo nfr 
'Sild^uw. of fiisgls instauiH 
'‘Thro’ which'* few, by wit or fortune led* 

May beat pathway out to wealth and fame. 

Tim jests, that dash ’d about th^pleader’s room,# 440 
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Lightning of th< hour, thej>up, ttoe s^iu^jlpiiaJuiiej- 
Old fi can date buried now s< } ven dccads deep 
In other scandals that ha\c lived and died, 

Ami Igft thehy ing^,s£and<d that shall die— 

Were cfead » to him already ; bent as he was 
To make disproof of scorn, and stiong in hopes, 

A$id prod igal of all brain-labour he, 

Oiarier of sleep, ami wide, amLexercise, 

►Except wheli for a bica thing-wnSe at eve, 

Some niggard fraction of’an hour, lie ran 150 

^Beside Che river-bank: and then indeed 
r Haider the times wefb, and tht* hands of power 
Wcr? bloodier, and f Vhe according hearts of men 
•Seem’d harder too; but tb$ soft river-breeze, 

Wlych ?arm’cl of that lival 

Yet fr agran t in a hear* remembering 
»His former talks with Edith, on him breathed 
Far purelier in his nishings to and fro. 

After his books, to fl u^ i his blood with %ir, 

Then to his books again. My lady’s cousin, 400 

Half-sickening of his pension’d afternoon. * * 

Drove in upon the student once or tw^ce,* 

Han a Mala yan amuc k against the times, * 

Had golden hopes for France and all mankind, 

Answer’d all queries touching those at home 
With a heaved shoulder and a saucy smile, 

And fain had hal ed him out into $h& World, 

And airid him there : his nearer fmhd would say 
‘ Screyf pot the chord too sharply lest it siyip.’ 

Then left alone he pluck’d her dagger forth 470 

From where his worldless heart had kept it waim, 
Kissing his vows upon it like a knight. 

And wrinkled h ^pch ers often talk’d of him 
‘Approvingly, and prophesied his rise: J 

For heart, I think, lielp'a # head : her letters tOo,^ 
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TW far between, and cabling fitfully 
Like , broken music, written as sbo found 
Or made occasion, being strictly watch’d, 

Charju’d him thro’ every labyrin th tiff he saw 

An end, a Hope, a light breaking' upon him. 480 

But they that cast her spirit into flesh, 

Her worldly-wise begetter, pl agued themselve# 1 
To sell her, those good parents, frtr her good. 

Whatever eldest-born of rank or wealth 
Might lie Within their compass, 4iim they lured 
Into their net made pleasant by the fopj'ta 
Of gold and beauty, wooing hir% to woo. 

So month by month the noise about*their doors, 

And distant blaze of those dull banquets, ma^e 

The nightly wirer of their innocent hare 490 

Falter before he took All in vain. 

Sullen, defiant, pitying, wroth, return’d 
Leolin’s rejgctcd rivals from tlieir suit 
So often, that the folly taking wings 
Slipt o’er those lazy Jim its down the wind 
With rumour, and became in other fields 
A mockery to the yeomen over ale. 

And laughter to their lords: but those at home, 

As hunters round a hunted creature draw 

Hie cordon close and closer toward the death, 5Q0 

Narrow’d her goings out and comings in; 

Forbade, her first the house of Averill, 

Then closed her access to the wealthier fariu&>, 

< 

Last from her own home-circle ^>f the poor 
They barr’d her: yet she bore it: yet her cheek 
Kept colour : wondrous ! but, O mystery 1 * 

What amulet dr^w her down to that old oak, 

So old, that ^twenty years before,, a part 
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Falling had let a])pear the bra nd of John— 

Once grovelike*, each huge arm a tiee, hut now 510 

The broken base of a black tower, a cave 
Of touchwood, with a single flourishing spra^. 

Thoie the manoiial lord too curiously • 
linking in that millennial touchwood-dust 
lffhuid for himself a bitter treasure trov e; / 

^ Burst his okfii wyvern on the sc^I, and lead 
Wijtlii*^ a letter from lijs child, for which 
Oanie at* the* moment Leolin’s emissary, t\ 

®A oiippled lad, and e*miu$ turn’d to fly, 

'"But with threats of jail anil halter gave 520 

\lo him that flustei’d his poor parish with " • 

The letter which he brought, and swoie besides 
To play their go-between as lieretofore 
Nor let them know 1 lye in selves betiay’d; and then, 
^oili-stricken at their kindness to him, went 
Hating his own lean heart and miserable* ^ 


Thenceforward oft from out a despot dream 
Tho^fathcr panting woke, and oft, as daw r n 
Aroused the black republic on his elms, 

Sweeping the fi othfly from the fescue brush’d j J30 

Thro’ the dim meadow toward his treasure-tiove, 

Seized it, took home, aud to my lady,—who made 
A downward crescent of her p union mouth, 

Listless in all despondence,—read ; and tore, 

As if the lit ing ( passion sym^ol’d there 
Were living nerves to feel the ren t; and burnt, 

^Tow chafing at lys own great self defied, 

Now striking on huge stumbling-blocks of sgoni 
Jn babyisms, and dear dirHinutivo* 

Scatter’d all over the* vocq,fyyda vv 


540 
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Of such a love as like a chidden child, 

After much wailing, hush’d itself at last 
Hopeless of answer : then tlio’ Avoir 11 wrote 
And Jwdcliim with good heart'sustain himself— 

All would bo well —tho lover heeded not, 

But passionately restless came aud went, 

And uistlmg once at night about the place. 

There by a keener shot (.it, slightly hurt, 

Raging return’d : nor was it 'well for her 

Kept to the garden now, and grove of pines, 550 

Watch’d'■even there; and«one*waa <i,et to watch 

The watcher, and Sir Aylmcr^watch’tl them all, 

Yet bitterer from liis reading^ : once indeed, 

Waim’d with his wines, or taking pride in her, * 

She look’d bo sweet, he kiss’d her tenderly 
Not knowing what possess’d him. that one kiss 
Was Leo!in’s one stiong rival upon earth ; 

Seconded, for m n lady follow’d suit, » 

Seem’d hope’s ^returning ^rose ; and then ensued 
A IVfartin’s summer of his faded love. 560 

w» Mt. . *. a M» f * * * 

Or ordeal by kindpess ; after this 
He seldom m>sfc his child without a sneer ; 

The mother flow’d in shallower acrimonie s : 

Nevermore kindly smile, one kindly word : 

So that the gentle creature shut from all 

Her charitable use, and face to face 

With twenty months of silence, slowly lost 

Nor greatly cared to lose, her hold on life. - 

Last, some low fever ranging round to spy 

The weakness of a people or f a house, 570 

Like flies that haunt a wound, or deer, or men, 

Or almost all that is, hurting the hurt-*- , 

Save Christ as we believe him—-.found the girl 
Ami filing her down upon a couch of fire, 

Where careless of the household fades near. 
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And crying upon the name of Leolin, 

She, *and with her the race, of Aylmer, past. 


Star to star vibrates light: may sonJ to soul 
Strik e thro* a finer element of her own ? 

SdS- -from afar,—touch asi at once ? or why 
That night, ^hat moment, when ^|ie named his name, 
Did # th# Jfc:een shriek ‘Yeti love, yes, Edith, yes,’ 
Shrill, till the comrade of his chambers woke, 
f &nd>came upoii}nm kalf-aulstm^from sleep, 

With, a ^rT lmgn% eye, sweating and trembling, 
His liair as it were crackling into flatfies, 

His bodjf half flung forward in pursuit, 

And his long arms stretch’d as. to grasp a flyer: 

Nor ktiew he wherefor^ he had .made the cry ; 

?lnd being much befool’d and idioted 
By the rough amity of the other, sank 
As into sleep again. The second day, 

My lady’s Indian kinsman rushing in, 

A breaker of the bitter news from hogie, 

Found a dead man, a letter edged with death 
Beside him, and the dagger which himself 
Gave Edith, redden'd with no, Hind it’s blood : 

‘From Edith’ was engraven on the blade. 

* H 


W 

. Then Averill went and gassed upon his jeath. 
And when he dime . again, his flock believed— 
Beholding hbw the years Which are not Time’s 
-Had blasted . him—that many thousand days 
"JVere gjipt by fo yrror . from his term of life. 
l£et the sad mother, ror the second death ' 
Scarce’-toueh’d her thro' tflafc njprness of the first 
And being used, to find her naefer tents, * 
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Sent to the harrow’d brother, .praying him 
To speak before the people of her child, 

Anjl fixt the gabhati). tha/Tday rose 

Autumn’s mock sunshine tli f e faded wood s ’ ^ 610 

Was all the life of it j for har d on these, 

A 

Stifled and chill’d at once ; bttkgevery roof 
Sent out a listener : m^py too had known 
Edith among the hamlets round, and since 
The parents’ harshness and the hapless loves 
And double death were yidel^r mntrmur’d, left 
Their own gray tower, or plain-faced tabernacle. 

To hear him ; all in mourning these, and thos< 

With blots of it about them, ribbonarglove 620 

Or kerchief ; while the church,— one nighty except 
For greenish glimmerings thro’ the lancets,—made 

„;•***>. «k ^ C * — 

Still paler the pale head'of him, who towc r’i 
Above them, with his hopes in eithe r grave. 

» i* 

Long o’er his b«nfc brows linger’d Averill, 
is face magnetic^ to ^jthe hand from whicli 
Livid he pluck’d^JijJorth, and labour’d thro’ 

His dSrief prayer-prelude, gave the verse * Behold, 

Your house is left unto you desolate ! 9 

But fepaed into so long a pause again 630 

As half amazed half frighted all his flock : 

1 Then from hei ght ■^unLioselinesg. otjzrifii 

Bore down in flood, and dash’d his angry heart 

'AWiNtumMMjuMTMt«■#,>it, ^ ^ ^ C 

Against the desolation^ ol, 


Never since our bad earth became one sea, 
Which rSlling o’er the palaces of tht proud, 



breathless burthon of low-folded heavens 

I.-1 -w \,*J . 
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And all but those who ki^pw tlie"tiving God— 

Eiglrt that were left to make a purer world— 

When since had flocuj^ fire, earthquake, thunder, wrought 
Such wljtsCe ahd.j^^.bk a# the idolatries, 640 

'■".Which from the low light of m orta lity, 

Shot up their shadows to the Heaven of Heavens, 
worsliipt their own ^darkness in the Higliest ? 

Gash thyself priest, , and honour thy brute Baal, 

"And tq» thy worst self sacrifice tfiyself. 

For wit^i thy worst self hast thou clothed thy God 
•Tliein^Game. a Lord iik no wise, like to Baal. 

The babe •shall lead-the lion. Surely now 

* , iW -"If./ » 

* The wilderness tdialb. blossoht as the rose. *, 

♦n ,i f'f.v.vi.,, /> * 

vmwn tjiyself, worm, and worship thme own justs ■— 650 
No"' coarse and blockish God of acreage /. 

Stands at tliy* gate for thee to grovgl to- 
•Qiy God i s ^ ar diffused in noble groves 
And princely halls, and farms, and flowing lawns, 

And heaps of living gold that daily grow, 

And title-scrolls and gorgeom.l l-Qr4ldtks. 

In such a shape dost thou behold thy God. 

Thou wilt not gash thy flesh for him ; 9 for tjiine 
Fares richly, in fine linen, not a hair 

Ruffled upon the scarfskin, even while 660 

The de athl ess r uler o f thy dying house 
Is wounded to the death that cannot die : 

■"■>*■/•** ‘ 01n.v, v At A i,,*-*:* * yNMMMP 

And tho’ thou numbcr^ st with the followers 
Of One who cried, “ Leave all and follow me ” 

. Thee therefore with His light about thy feet, 

Thee with His message ringing in thine ears, 

Thee shall thy brother man,®the Lord from Heaven, 
porn of a village girl, carpenter’s son, 

Wonderful, Prince of peace, the Mighty God, 

JMiat^the more base idolater of the two ; 9 670 

Crueller : as not passing thfb’ the fire 
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Bodies, but souls—thy 'children^—thro’ the smoke, 

The blight of low desires—darkening thine ojjji 
To tliine&vu likeness ; or if one of,these, r 
Thy better born unhappily from thee, 

Should, as by miracle, grow straight and fair— 

Friends, I was bid to speak of such a one 
By those who most have cause sorrow for her— 

Fairer than Rachel by tjie palmy well, 

Fairer than Ruth among the fields of corn, f 680 
Fair as the Angel that said “ Hail! ” she seem’d,, 

Who entering fill’d the house with sudden light. 

For so mine own was brighten’d : where indeed 
The roof so lowly but that beam of Heaven 
' Dawn’d sometime thro* the doorway ? whose the .babe 
Too ragged to be fondled on her lap, 

Warm’d at her bosom? The poor child of &hame 
The common care whom no one caret! for, leapt 
To greet her, wasting his forgotten heart, 

As with £lie mother he had never known, 690 

In gambols; for her fresh and innocent eyes 
Had such a star of morning in their blue, 

That all neglected places/ of x the field 
Broke into nature’s music wfeen* they saw her. 

Low was her voice, Tint won mysterious way 
-Thro’ the seal’d ear to which a louder one 
Was all but silence—free of alms her hand— 

The hand that robed your cottage-walls with flowers 
Has often toil’d to clothe your little ones; 

How often -placed upon the sick man’s brow 700 

Cool’d it, or laid his, feverous pillow smooth ! 

Had you one sorrow, and she shared it not? 

One burthen and she would not lighten ^jb ? 

One spiritual doubt she did not soothe? 

Or when some/ heat of different sparkled out, 

How swe%tty would she glide between your wraths, 
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Anil steal you from each other I *lbr she walk’d 
Wearing the light yoke ofc that Lord of love, 

Who still’d the rolling wave of Galilee !' 

And one—of him I Vaa ®ot hid to speak— 710 

Was always with her, whom you also knew. 

Him too you loved, for lie was worthy love. 

^knd these had been together from the first; 

They piight have been together till the last 
Friencj^, this frail ^yjfof ours,•when sorely tjried, 

May ’vyeck itself without the pilots guilt, 

Wtyhout the captain’s knowledge: hope with mg. 

Whose shame is that, if lib wdiit hence with shame? 

Nor mine the fault, if losing both of these 
I cry to vacant chairs ancb widow’d walls, 720 

“My house is left unto me detaolate.” ’ 


While thus he spoke, his hearers wept; but some, 

Sons of the glebe , with other frowns than tbcjpe 
That knit themselves for summer shadow, scowl’d 
At their great lord. He, when it segm’d he saw 
No pale sheet-lightnings from afar, but fork’d 
Of* the near storm, and aiming at his head, 

Sat anger-charm’d from sorrow, soldier-like^ ^ 

Erect: but when J^he preacher’s cadence flowed 
Softening thro* all the gentle attributes 730 

Of his lost child, the wife, who watch'd his face, 

Paled at a Sudden twitch of his iron mouth; 

And ‘O pray t5od that he hold up’ she thought 
‘Or surel£ i shall shame njyself and him.’ 


‘ Nor yours the blaraRS-for who beside year hearths 
Can take her place^-if echoing me you cry. 
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“ Our honBe la left unto*«s desolate ” ? 

It 

But thou, O thou that killest, hadst thou known, 

O thou that stonest. hadst thou understood 

The ^things belonging to thy pea^e and ours ! 740 

Is there no prophet but the voice that calls 

Doom upon kings, or in the waste “ Repent ” ? 

Is not our own child on the narrow way, 

Who down to those that aajanJ$r in the broad I 

Cries “Come up hither,” Sls a prophet to us? ^ 

Is there no stoning save with flint and rock ? 

Yes, as tl^e dead we weep for testify— 

No desolation but by sworfi and fire? 

■ #■ 

Yes, as your moanings witness, and myself 

Am lonelier, darker, earthlier for my loss. _ 750 

Give me your prayers, fooh§ is past your prayers, 

Not past the living f ount of pity in Heaven.* 

But I that thought myself fong-suffe^ing, meek, 

Exceeding “poor in spirit”—how the words 
Have twisted back upon themselves, and mean 
Vileness, v$e are grown so proud—I wish’d my voice 
A rushing tempest of the wrath of God 
To blow these sacrifices thro’ the world— 

Senl like the tWelve-divided concubine 
To inflame the tribes : but there—out yonder—earth 7&0 
Lightens from her own central Hell—O there 
The red fruit of an old idolatry— 

The heads of chiefs and princes fall so fast, 

They cling together in the ghastly sack— 

The land all shambles—naked marriages t 
Flash from the bridge, and ever-mnrderVl France, 

By shores that darken with thfo gathering wolf, 

Buns in a river of blood to the sick sea. $ 

Is this a time to madden madness then ? 

Was this a timr for these to flauitt their pride? 

May Pharaoh’s darkness, folds as dena§ as those 


•770 
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Which hid the Holiest from the people’s eyes 
Ere tjie great death, sliroufl this great sin from all! 
Doubtless our narrow world must canvass it: 

O rather pray for thdfce and pity them, 

Who, thro* .their own desire accomplish’d, bring 
Their own gray hairs with sorrow to trtie grave— 

WJio broke the bond which they desired to break, 

Which else had link’d thlir race with times to come— 
•Who wove dbarse webs to snare dier purity, 780 

Grossly contriving their dear daughter’s good— 

J?oor soifls, and knew not what they did, but s«t 
’Ignorant, Revising their o\*ti daughter’s death ! 
iMay not that earlhfy chastisement suffice? ' 
dlave not our love and revyence left them bare? 

Will not another take their heritage? 

Will there be^clxildren’j laughter in,their hall 

s 

JFor ever and for every or one stone 
Left on another, or is it a light thing 
That I, their guest, their host, their ancfhnt friend, 790 
I made by these the last of all my race, 

Must cry to these the last of theirs, as cried 
Christ ere His agony to those that sw#rc 
Not by the temple but the gold, and made • 

Th^ir own traditions God, and slew the Lord, 

And left their memories a world’s curse—“Behold,* 

Your house is left unto you desolate ” ? ’ 


Ended he had not, but she brook’d no iu<£*e : 

Long since her heart had beat remorselessly, 

Her cram pi- up sorrow pain’ei her, and a sense 800 

Of meanness in her unresisting life. 

"Then their eyes »vext her ; for on entering 
Ife 'hgd cast the curtain%|)£ their seat asid%— 

Black velvet of the costliest—she herself 
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Had seen to that: fai^lmd she closed them now, 

Yet dated not stn to do it, only near’d 
Her husband inch by inch, but w hen she laid, 

Wifelike, her hand in one of his, l*o veil’d 
His face with the other*, and at once, a&.fallb. 

A creeper when the prop is broken, fell 810 

The woman shrieking at his feet, and swoon’d. 

Then her own people bore alon^ the nave 
II( i pendent hands, and* narrow meagre facet 
Seam’d with the shallow cares erf fifty years : 

And her the Lord of all the landscape round 
Ev’n to*its last horizon, and #f all* 

Who peer’d at him so keenly, followed out 

Tall and erect, but in the n^dd'e aisle 

Reel’d, as a footsore ox in crowded ways 

Stumbling acioss the market to his death, 4 820 

17 tipi tied ; for he groped as blind, $nd seem’d 

Always about to fall, grasping the ]>ews 

Ami oaken tiiiiafe till he touch’d the door ; 

Yet to t^e Iycligate where his chariot stood, 

Strode from the porch, tall and oicct again. 

Hut nevermore did either paHS the gate 
Save lender pall with 1 leavers. In one month, 

Thro’ weary and yet ever wearier hours, 

The childless mother went to seek her child ; 

And when he felt the silence of his house 830 

About him, ayd the change and not the change, 

And those fixt eyes of painted ancestors 
Staring for ever from their gilded walls 
On him their last descendant, liis owti head 
Began to droop, to fall; the man liecann? 

Imbecile ; his /me word was * desolate ; ’ 

Dead for Jrwo years before his. death was he; 



AYLMER'S FIELD. 


27 


Buf. when the second Christmas *mme, escaped 
His -keepers, and the silence which he felt, 

To find a deeper in the narrow gloom 840 

By wife and child ; ^ior granted at his end 
The dark ’retinue reverencing death 
At golden thresholds ; nor from tend A* hearts, 

A*id those who sorrow^ o’er a vanish'd race, 

Pity, the violet on the tyrant’s grave. 

Then the (frebit Hall was wholly broken down, 

Arid t^e broad woodland parcelled into farms ; 

A i^l where the two contrived their daughter’s good, 

Lies the •hawk’s cast, the* mol £ has made his *?tn, 

§ 

The hedgehog underneath the plantain bores, 850 

’ The rajpbit fondles his ov$i harmless face, 

The slow-worm creeps, and tire thin weasel there 
Follows the %nouse« and all is open field. 



NOTES. 


1. Dust are our frames etc. The morale of the poefh is given 
in the opening lines : Man is but a creature of the dust; his 
pride of wealth or ancestry is miserably vain and transient, —ra • 
fair outside, which shrinks into nothingness when brought into 
contact with the, stern realities and mighty events of human life. 
Cf. Bible, Genetix, if. 7 : “ And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground ” ; and ih. iii. 19 : “ Pust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return.” Note that **gilded dust ” and “ pride” 
are in apposition to each other. 

.3. Like that long-buried body etc. An experience of this kind 
followed th^fopening of an Etruscan tomb at the ancient city of 
Tarquinii, near Corneto, in Italy. The discovery was made by 
Carlo Avvolta, a native of Corneto. While digging into a burial- 
mound for stones to mAd a road, Signor Avvolta broke into the 
tomb of anKtrusean Lucumo or prince. 44 1 beheld,” he says, 44 a 
warrior stretched on a couch of rock, and in a few minutes I saw 
him vanish, as it were, under my eyes, for as the atmosphere en¬ 
tered the*sepulchre, the armour, thoroughly oxidised, crumbled 
away into most minute particles ; so that in a short time scarcely 
a vestige of what I had seen was left on the couch. ” The golden 
crown worn by the dead prince was so fragile that but... a 
small portion of it crumbled into dust on its way to Borne. 

6. Slipt, glided^ c£iunbled un awa res. The word well expresses 
the suddenness and unexpectedness"^ the phenomenon 

8. griszled* gray-haired. From French grte t gray. 

10. a mine of memories, full of information about old events. 
Memories- things remembered. 

12. And been hjjnself etc. The oldppan had himself been pre¬ 
sent at the events he relates. v Cf. Vergil* JSneid , ii, 6 : Quorum 
pars magna+fnii of which I (/En£as) was a great pa^t; and 

28 
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Ufysseft, IK: ** 1 am a part of all thtfl I have met.” Similarly 
Jiyron (Ghilde Haroltf, in. 72)*writos : 

“ I live not in myself, hut I become 
t’ortiog of that avouml me.” 

13. Sir Aylmer Aylmer. Notice the reduplicated Norman name, 
the Christian or personal name being the Same as the family name, 
almighty, an epithet ordinarily confined t«*lhe Deity. Jt leads 
up to the appellation (“ <*<>d ”) in the next line. 

• R4. The county God, lookdl up to and almost worsliij)ped hy 
^everyone in the county as the supreme authority. 

15. shields, on which were blazoned the arms of liis ancestors, i 
These shields were hung, in the picture, from the branches of the 
tree. th£family tree etc. The genealogical tree of his family was 
ilepitied as growing out of tliveliest of its royal founder, repre¬ 
sented as lying on his back. The midriff or diaphragm is the 
muscle that separates the chest from the abdomen. 

• 17. wyvem, a kind of two-legged dragon common in heraldry. 
The word is a doublet of riper, biasing, because it was gilded, 
and flashed in the sunlight, weathercock’d the spire. The figure 
of a wyvem forftaed the * une or weathercock on the spire of the 
castle tower. We at he work* (i.e. wind-cock) haH come to bo 
synonymous with vane, because the vane was often in the form 
of a cock, 

18. Stood from, was depicted in relief upon, wing'd, sur¬ 
mounted with its winded form. V 

19. swung, archaic 'for mvujhj . The wyvern, as a prominent 
part of the Aylmer arms, was frequently us^l as a sigu by the inns 
in the county. Windy, because inn signs* arc often suspended 
by iron books from horizontal liars affixed to lofty posts in the 
opeft road in front of the inns, ayd fco are exposed to the wind, 
C?f. LocJcttley Hall Sixty Year* After, 247 : 

“ There is one old Hostel left us whcie they swing the 
Looksley shield.” 

20. Whose, i.e. Sir Aylmer’s, pyramidal, rising to a point, 
like "% pyramid. The long, narrow head points to the intellectual 
narrowness of the man. 

21. Saw from otc., i.c. all the land within sight round his hall 
was his owrf property. 

22. The subject of the sentence, “ Sir Aylmer Aylmer,” is re¬ 
peated In the " he ” of this line, 

fe 24. Regretfully.* His love for her was mingled with regret that 
he had not been & boy ins^pd of a gjirl. * 

25. he that marries dtc., thp man that marries Edith shall take 
the name of Aylmer, so that the Aylmer name may^iot become 
extinct. 
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20, flat, decree. Lat. flAt, * let it be done,’3rd person singular, 
present subjunctive, of fio. Similarly formed substantives are 
ixti (* Lo goes out ’), tie fit it (‘it is wanting’), tut&Yst (‘ it is pro¬ 
fit ible’). # 

"2*1. a faded beauty of the Bathe. She had formerly been a 
belle Jtt the fashionable watering-places, such as Cheltenham or 
Tunhudgc Wells, but had now lost her good looks. 

28. Insipid etc., as rl^aiq,cterlc &9 as the figure of 

the queen on a playing-card. i 0 • 

29. 30 Her all .. sun, the sum total of her intelligence and, 
heha\ lour being little better than a feeble reflection qi elier bus- 
band. sickly, faint, shining through a veil of mist or cloud Cf. 
Campbell, The ljast Man, II;** The Sun’s eye had a sieldy glare ” 

31. A lflnd of hops. Hoppyire gpown tn‘ the south of Engfand, 
especially in Kent and Sussex, poppy-mtf ngled. Tlfe poppy, a 
w^et'd with a bright led flower, often grows wild in English wheat- < 
fields. The scone of the story ig placed in southern rural Eng * 
land, the dullest and quietest part o£the,CC»iat/^. 

33. sleepy, sluggish, stationary, behind the tinges. See 1. 45. 

35. Where almost etc. The villagers had so little intercourse 
with the outside* world that they mostly intermarried with one* 
another, and so they nearly all had the suuie name. 

30-38. Where Aylmer Thrice over. Three generations of con¬ 
temporary *\y liners and AverilK had followed one another at the 
Hall and (lie Rectory respectively. 

39. Bound in etc., united together by a friendship of very long 
standing. See 1. 130^ 

40. open to each other. The inmates of Rectory and Hall 

ini orchanged visits freely. * 

* 

41. That Love... closer, that there could l>e any intermarriage 
between the two families, well had made, would certainly have 
made. 

42. bristle up, an effect commonly attributed to fear or horror. 
Cf. Slinks. Hamlet, i. v. 18-20, where the Ghost savs he coula un¬ 
fold a tale wldcjj} would make 

“ Tliy knotted and combined locks to part 
And each particular hair to stand an end,* 

Like quills upon the fretful porpentine. ” 

And Bible, >A>b iv. 15; “Thou a spirit pasaeij before m^L face 
the hair of my flesh stood up.” 

44, 45. sons ef men Daughters dfr God. Cf Bible, Genesis, 
vt 2: “ Tji© sons of God saw daughters of men that they 
were fair: and they took them wives of all which they chose.” 
Jp the “ inverted scripture,” the term “ sons of ipen ” (instead 
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the females of the, Aylrner house ate alluded to. 

46-48. Probably AverAll, if he bad wished, might, like y3ir 
Aylmer, have placed on the* walls of his humbler abode his 
* genealogical tree with numerous coats of arms suspended from it. 
See 1. 15. * 


47. Tang* of roofs. Jjj, 
lift, r 





built rectories of former days, with gables of various heights. 

% 50-52. Wfce^the red .. to death, i.e^hi the times of the Wars of 
• the Rosea Jbptween the houses of York and Lancaster, redder 
than itself, redder (with blood} than it was by nature. Of. 
1. 455: <- that rival lose.” With wounded peace etc., 

warfare qf. which .each httdibc.cn ihc 
cause . Of.* Shaks. Htyw'y V. v. ii. 34: “Naked, poor, and 
j^tnaugled peace.” 


* 53. 'Not proven/ i. e. Avery’s verdict on the question of 
whether there had been, a marriage between the two families, 
was that the case was preyed. Scotch law allows the verdict 
‘Not proven/ when thq fetfal (as opposed- to the moral) evidence 
jp not sufficient for a conviction, in addition to the ‘Guilty’ and 

* Not guilty ’ of English law. The past participial form proven 

illustrates the tendency of Northern Britain tq turn weak verbs 
into strong ones ; cf. Scotch putteti (for put), liften (for lifted), 
sweaten (for sweated). % 


56- He loan’d etc., he desired to be esteemed for his own merits 
and not for his lineage. 

59. Call’d to the liar. To qualify for a call to4he bar (i.e. f&r 
becoming a barrister), a law-student has to keep 12 terms at one 
of file Inns of Court. See 1. 105 and note. For the repetition of 
call’d in this line, see note to 1. 487. * 


60. one low voice, i.e. the soft voice of Edith. Cf, Maud , 
Part II. iv, 5 : “ The delight of low replies ” (said of lovers* talk). 

6ir»A distant kinship etc. Leolin, unlike AveriU, would often 
claim a distant blood-relationship with Edith, whose gentle 
heart beat faster with loving emotion as she listened towhat lie 
said. # 

64. Sanguine, of a ruddy complexion, fresh-coloured. Shak- 
spere (1 Henry VI. iv. i. 92) applies the epithet to the leaves of 
a rose. # hut, only,Just. 

•65, islet, the bright-red centre of the blossom of the chestnut 
tree. jChestnut is short , rhesten representing the 

Lat. Gastanea, from Castana ,& city in Pontus wher% chestnut 
- tree* abounded. Damson (Damascus) and peach (Persieus) have 
a similar derivation. : 
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66. still, ever, continfr&lly. c 

67. Joyful ...Joyful. See note to 1. 487. 

68. Beneath etc., from underneath a flowing mass of golden 
liajr as thick as a lion’s mane. Cf. Thb Princess , VI. 148 : 

“ Lioness-, 

That with yQur long locks play the Lion’s mane ! ” 

69. Their hest and brightest, i.e. his ®yes sparkled most tenderly 

and brightly of all when they looked into her eyes. In ‘ bunt’d 
their best (beaming) ’ there is an ellipse of the cognate object, as 
in * he tried his hardest (trying),’ * he breathed h® last (breath)*' 
Cf. 1. 227. «*• 


70. Edith, in apposition with her in *). 

pensive beauty etc*. Her face would l^avc been perfectly beaut£ 
ful but fbv its somewhat sad expi*hssion. x t 

71. BUbjeet to etc., readily influenced by circumstance o^ 

feelings; cf. 11. 75-77. " % 


72 Shone like a mystic star etc. Her beauty more 

striking at one time than at another, [like the variable star of 
Astronomy with its maxima and minima of brightness. H. T.] 
The term ‘ glory,’ for brightness, is adopted from Bible, 1 Co% 
xv. 41 : 4 ‘One star differeth from another star in glory.” 

74. bounteously made, [healthfully and beautifully made. 
H. T.] Cf. 1. 107. 

75. so finely. Her frame or constitution was so delicate and 
sensitive. 


77. A joyous etc., joyful influence seemed to make her form 
dtpand, as a flower opens when turned to the sunlight. So, 
under the influence of love and faith, Laodamia’s “bosom heaves 
and spreads, her stature grows ” (Wordsworth, Laodaviia, II). 

80. bo much the boy foreran, Leolin was so much (viz. five 
years) older than Edith, date, age. 

82. decad, an aggregate consisting of ten ; here, ten years. It 
is usually spelt decade : but Tennyson prefers the spelling 
as placing the occentfon the first syllable ; cf. Milton’s brigad for 
the modern brigade (Par. Lost, II. 532). Dega^andAa<4Care t&> be 
parsed as adyepljiai, objectives of Amount or Degree. 

85, 86. with her dipt ...prone swing, the swift downward 
(“prone”) motion of the swing made the air rush against their 
faces. Note the rhythm of 1. 86, with its unusual number of un¬ 
accented syllables expressing rapid motion; %ee Generaf Intro¬ 
duction, p. xix,(/S). Scan: ^ * 

“ Against | the r&sh | of the air | in the | prone swing.” 

87. blodfeom-ball, flowers with* their interlaced stalks, all 
gathered to the centre jmd the blossoms outside, so as to form a 
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ball *of blossom, daisy chain, daisie»With their stalks fastened 
togethci by being inserted mtf» one anotliei through holes made 
in each stalk, so as to make a chain or festoon. 

83. Bow’d her name ate. He planted seeds (of cress, ate.) 
m lines and circles representing the letters of her name, so that, 
when they grew up, the woid Edith appealed in green characters. 

90. fairy footings, circled of rank grass, once supposed to 
be produced by the daifbhu; of fairies on the spot, but now 
kftwn to be the result of the circular propagation of a fungus 
below the surface, the decay of which manures the soil and 
%o makeg thd*grass grow thicket. *Cf. Shake. Tempest, v. i. 
36-38 

“You demi-puppets that 
By moonshineado the green sour ringlets mafte, 
Whereof th^cwo not bites.” 

*Merry Wives of Windsor, v. v. 09, 70 : 

And nightly, meadow-fairies, look you sing, 

Like to the Carter's compass, in a ring.” 

And MidsuvetmeP NiyhVs a* ream, n. i. 86: 

** To dance our rfhglcts to the whistling wind.” 

Also Drayton’s Nymphidia, 69-72; 

“ And in their courses make that Bound, 

In Meadowos and m Marshes found, 

Of them so call’d the Fa^ tie giound.” 

91,92. fklry palms fairy pines. The c<gwshp, w lisa 1U7 ^ 

straight stalk and cluster of drooping floweis atdlxe top, looks, 
in the children’s fancy, like a miniature palm ticc; the ntarc's- 
tail, With its erect stem and whoils or hoi izontal outgrowth of 
Icaa es at short intervals, looks like a miniature pine-tree.* The 
common Mare’s-tail (Hippurh Vulgar is) i* plentiful not only in 
Great Britain but throughout Europe and North America. For 
feuiry, cf. The Brook, 43 : “ Many a faity foreland.” 

Ulf!*1ahe^iny pitted target etc. Some flowers, like the dande¬ 
lion, when run to seed, bear a fanciful resemblance to little 
targets stuck full <3f minute, feathered arrows. Cf. The Poet, 19: 
1 * The arrow<#eeds of the field flower.” English children are 
fond of blowing off these feathery seeds, the number of whiffs 
that it takes to disengage them all being supposed to represent 
wthat o’clock it is the time. Pitted , full of little hollows 
(wjjiere tpe seeds are inserted), 

95, make-believes. The cflJldren ** pretended,’* in their play, 
that tli© cowslips were fairy palms, etc. 

96. forged, made up, invented; used in a good sense here. 



34 


AYLMER’S FIELD. 


97. But that iraii laten,<,/.e. lie made up and told her fchese 
tales when lie had grown somewhat older. 

100. Crown’d, rewarded with success, sketches, descriptions. 

101. a passion yet unborn, a feelirg of love as yet un¬ 
developed. f 

102. the music 0 $, the moon, the song which the nightingale 
sings to the moon or by moon-liglit. Cf. Southey, Roderick , 


XXI. 




“And now the nightingale ... poured 
To the cold moon a richer, stronger straii^ 

Than that with which the lyric lark salutes 
The new-born day.” 

This song is represented as dormant in the egg till the young 
bird is hatched, and becomes ble to sing it. plain. e ' The 
greenisli-brown eggs of the nightingale ^ive no outWard sign of 
tho harmony that lurks within them ; and similarly Leolin'st 
“ rude sketclies ” gave no hint of their hidden passion. 

105. Temple-eaten terms, terms spent in studying law at the 
Temple. Three dinners at least nave or had to be eaten 
in Hall each term by the Temple law-students. Hence the 
phrase * to eat one’s terms,’ i.t\ to be a*iaw-student. The Inner 
and Ihe Middle Temple are two of the four Inns of Court in 
London conferring the degree of Barrister-at-law. 

107. in lavish bounty moulded, liberally endowed with beauty 
of form. ®Cf. “bounteously made,” 1. 74. 

108. the maiden woman-grown, when the maiden had grown 
ijUto a woman;—an t bsolute clause. 

109. wasted,*' spent freely; cf. 1. 689. Waste lias little or no 
reproachful meaning here ; of. Milton, Sonnet, xx. 4: 

« “ When shall we sometimes meet, and by the fire 
Help waste a sullen day ? ” 

And Par. Lout, ii. 694-5 : 

“ Here condemned 

To waste eternal days in woe and pain.” 

And Sir Lancelot and Queen (hrinevtre, 1. 44: 

“ To waste his whole heart in one kiss * 

Upon her perfect lips.” 

Lcolin used frequently to come and stay with his brother. First, 
fag spent the Easter vacation with him; next he came for the 
Ijpdsummer, and finally for the Christmas vacation. > c 

110. Tho touted winter-field eVl A hop-garden in. winter 
time, with the hop-poles stacked leaning against one 'another 
in separate, tent-shaped groups all over the ground, is 
compared to a field s covered with the tents of an encamp- 
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ing *army; the same garden in spAng, with the hop-poles 
sot up to support the stems,"is compared to an army in battle 
array with spears erect. 

112. That soon shoulg wear the garland, that were sooxg in 
autumn, to be wreathed with dusters of hop-flowers. 

113. When burr and bine etc., when the hop-cones were 
gathered, and the stems removed from the "poles. Burt' js used 
here for the rough, scalyecpne produced by the hop plant; bine 
for^the long twining stem," much like that of the vine. Gf. 
woodbine . 

* 116. p£osplfbrescence, luminosity %s seen in sea water, and 
caused bj^tho presence of vast numbers of light giving animal¬ 
cules. The dull monotony (like stagnant water) of life at the 
dialljvas broken in upoi^by tlge youthful spirits (like* rushing 
tide) of Lectin, with a sparkling gaietv (like phosphorescence on 
the sea when its surface is broken ’by waves) which was de¬ 
lightful even to the “insipid” Lady Aylmer. For a similar 
Aetaphor, # cf. 1. 633. 

117, 118. yet^as yet, up till now. laid No bar between them, 
placed no prohibition upoju their intercourse. 

• 119, 120. bending ... world, relaxing his dignified attitude so 
far as to treat mankind at large with a moderate amount of com¬ 
plaisance and approval, half-allowing, half-approving. This 
allow is from Lat. allaudare, ‘ to applaud,’ and differs from 
allow , * to permit,’ from Lat. alio care, ‘to assign.’ Cf. Shaks. 
Troilus and Crensida, in. ii. 97 : “Praise us as wo are tasted, 
allow us as we prove.” 

121 mighty, mightily, very; said with some irony and perhaps 
with a play upon the other sense of the word. 

12K his pride etc., his pride was too deeply rooted ya his 
character for him to make a display of it outwardly in his 
demeanour. 

123. like an Aylmer in his Aylmerism, showing all the super¬ 
ci lious nonc halance or indifference that characterised the Aylmer 
raUB." ,M "Fblithe word Aylmerism, cf. Robert Browning’s {The Bing 
and the Book , v. 437) similar coinage “ Franqpschinihood,” 
the dignity of the*Franceschini family ; and Cicero’s {Fam. III. 
vii. 5) jocose formations, Appietas aut Lentulitas, the nobility 
or grandeur of Appius or Lentulufl. 

125. Newfoundland’s, Newfoundland dog’s (walking with her). 

T26. for he rose etlfc. The dog rose on his hind tegs at the end 
of his chain, barking in his eagerness to accompanysthem in their 
waTk. ** 

128-132. how should Love ... faster of all. People ofcten fall 
' i love with each other at their first casual fleeting, when their 
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mutual glances suddenly kindle t the flame of love; but it is 
seldom that those who have been on familiar terms with each 
other from early youth (“ dawn ”) become lovers. When, how¬ 
ever, that happens, their love gains <fc complete mastery over 
them, the cross -lightnings etc. Oi. Shaks. Merchant of Venice, 
ni. ii. 67, 68 : 

“It (iLove) is engendered in the eyes. 

With gazing fed.” ^ * 

And Cymbeline, V. v. 394-5: “She, like harmless lightitirfg, 
throws her eye on him.” H. Coleridge also sings of “ the love- 
light in her'(his mistress’s) eye. " For master of ef. tflie refraiA, 
of Albert Gneme’s song ip Scott’s Lay jjf Minstrel: 

“Love shall still be lord of all." ' * 

134-ljfd. a bar Between dhem^>uncoAscious of any obstacle tt> 
their union ; not “ knowing their differences " (1. 274)i. 

135. plight or broken ring. They had not plighted theitf 

troth to each other (i.e. they were not engaged to be married*;, 
nor had they each taken half of a broken ring, as Id vers some¬ 
times do in token of their betrothal. _ ^ ■ 

136. an Immemorial intimacy, see L 39 and note; 

138. that hung etc., that kept watch over her peace and coifi- 
fort. as a mother bird broods over her young ones. Gf. Christ’s 
words of yearning over Jerusalem; “ How oftenwould I have 
gathered thy children together, even, as a. hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings ! ” (Bible, Matthew, xxiii, 37) 

140. other, i.c. ojher than a brother’s love, viz. that of a lover. 

* 142. Gather’d the blossom etc., indulged their love for each 
other, of which the supply was inexhaustible. For the meta¬ 
phorical blossom , cf. The Princess , Prologue, 163 (of College 
undergraduates): 

“ (They) caught the blossom of the flying terms.” 

For Hie magic cup, cf. Byron, Childe Harold, in. 8: “Life’s 
enchanted cup” {i.e. the pleasures of life). m ' | 

144. half reveal’d her to herself, gave her a hint of what her 
real feelings*were towards Leolin. For the,. “ whisper, ” see 1L 
187, 188, 

145. her lodges, the lodges or gate-keepers’ bouses at the 
different gates Of her father’s grounds. 

146. a silence. The brook ran smoothly in places, and, so 

made no sound. % " 

147. *aUowy, with sallows or pillows on its banks. .Sallow is 
from the root; mr, to .flow, .because it grows hear, water. 
See. note, to 1- 339, Willows are called . sallies" in |Iere-* 
fordshire. 
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149. dimpling died into each otto* The knolls were full 
of sloping hollows, where they* met and Were lost in one another. 

150. a nest in bloom, embosomed in flowers, as a nest is in 
foliage. Cf. Cowper, 7'gsk, I* 225-7 : 

* “ So thick beset .... 

With foliage of such dark redundant growth, 

I call’d the low-roof’d lodge the peasant ’h nest 

And Enoch Arden, 1. 59, who 

- 1 “ made a home 

For Annie, neat and nest-like.’* 

152; snmmflr- blanch’d etc. The %alls of the cottage were 
covered ill summer with the white blossoms of the traveller’s- 
joy (Clematis Vitalba), and in autumn covered partly with its 
•feathery seed-vessels an<4 partly with ivy. These feathery seed- 
vessels W. a MMmbtanee togrey hlir, hence the plant is some- 
_ times called Old Man’f Beard (“parcel-bearded ”). It is' called 
* Traveller’s-Joy because in winter it is one of the most conspicuous 
and ornamental of wayside plaifffee. Cf. The Golden Year, 1. 63 : 

“ fjike an oaken stock in winter woods 
O’er,flourished ,?ith the hoary,clematis.” 

For parcel in composition, compare Shakspere, 2 Henry IV. it. 
l. 94, M a. parcel-gilt goblet.” 

155. The war i-blue breathings etc., the bine smoke of a fire¬ 
place inside the cottage came out of a chimney that was covered 
with vine and honeysuckle. Cf. Princess, vii. 201: 

“ Azure pillars of the hearth 
Arise to thee.”. 

157. another wore etc., another was covered with the clingiiTg 
jasmine climber (Jasminum Officinale) thick-set with its white, 
star-shaped blossoms. Cf. Cowper, Task, vr. 176 (of the jasmine): 
“The bright profusion of her scatter’d stars.” # 

159. gillyflowers, the Clove Gillyflower, Dixmthus Caryophyllus, 
a brilliant pink flower. It is a corruption of the Old French 
tiirQff^e, t he Low Lat. caryophytlum, meaning * nut-leaf’ or 
ifl8!l-iekvea clove. 

169. a milky- way on earth, i.e . the garden patl*of the cottage 
was so thickly planted with lilies on either side, that it looked 
like an earthly milky-way —a broad white zone, in the sky con¬ 
sisting of innumerable fixed %tara. Cf. Wordsworth, The 
Daffodils: 

“ Corifcinflou* as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 

. 7 They stretched in never-ending line.” 

161. like visions etc.,, The*** Northern dreamer ” is Sweden¬ 
borg, who was born at Stockholm in 1688. He claimed to have 
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visions and revelations of spiritual world, where, he decided, 
there are cities, books, merchandise, natural objects, etc., as on 
earth, but in an infinitely more perfect Btate than they arc in 
this world. 

* « 

163. to the martin-haunted eaves*. The hollyhocks grew so tall 
and thick that they reached almost up to the eaves of the cottage 
roof, where the martins (a kind ol swallow) had built their 
nests. Cf. »Shaks. Macbeth, 1 . vi. 5-7 :« 

“ The teniple-haunting martlet does approve. 

By his loved mansionry, that the heaven's breath 
Smells wooingly herd. ” 

Eaves (Old Eng. efese.) is a true singular. 

164. A^mnmer burial etc., was in sujnmer time deeply buried* 
in hollyhocks. The hollyhock {ftlthcta rosea) is a a^owy, pink, 
or white, flower. 

165. Each, its own charm. Had is, of course, to be repeated ' 
after each ; as also after this ar&f$>«e above, 11. 160, 16.% 

1G7. of her poor, by the poor people that she vfcuted. For this 
old use of of, cf. Abbott’s Shakes. Grammar , §*170, and Bible, 

1 Chronicles, x. 3 : “ He (Saul) was wounded of the archers.” c 

108. For she. The subject she is separated from its verb was 
adored by a parenthesis of eleven lines. Such a sentence would 
be intolerable in ordinary prose ; here it is borne along by the 
sustaining power of Rhythm (sec Earle’s Philology , § 657). lowly- 
lovely, * meekly beautiful *; a good example of Tennyson’s fond¬ 
ness for alliterative ^compounds; cf. his gloomy-gladed, million- 
rhyrtled, tiny-trumpeting, and see General Introduction, p. xx. 

160. Queenly responsive etc., courteously acknowledging the 
salute^ of the farm labourers when they lifted themselves Irom 
their work and touched their caps to her. 

171. sowing hedgerow texts, distributing texts or verses of 

Scripture to the villagers either in the form of religious tracts or 
by way of exhortation. - _ m _ , 

172. from a height, with an air of superiority ; in a patronising 

fashion. * c 

175. flattering, glorifying, shedding a lustre upoip Cf. Recol¬ 
lections of the Arabian Nights, l. t 76 : 

“ Flattering the golden prime 
Of good Haroun Alraschid. ’J, 

And Shake. Sonnets, xxxm. ; 

< s M Full many a glorious morning have I seen 

* Flatter the mountain tops with sovereign eye.” 

roofs, cottages. 
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1?6. Revered as theirs, treated bvfcer with respect as being 
their own. • * 

177. Infancy, for infant, as, in the next line, palsy is for palsied 

(or paralysed) person; abstract for concrete. Cf. Demeter and 
Persephone , 89 : “a far-3ff friendship” (for friend), • 

178. bedridden, confined to his bed; O. E. hedrida f a bed- 
rider, a sarcastic term for a disabled man (Skeat). 

180. Having the warmth etc., his hand-shake was marked by a 
dln^iality and vigour that snowed its sincerity. 

, 181. A childly way, a kind and sympathetic way of behaving 

towards «jhildfl!*en. • 

182. proven, tested, genuine. See note to 1. 53 above, true 
% is an adverb modifying ringing. 

183. Were no false pibsporls etc. * were valid means of win¬ 
ning the re&dy loyaltythe cottagers, among whom once etc. 

* 185. the warmth, i.e. of the fire on the hearth. 

186. fixp-beaded, with their S*e toes, which, when seen from 
underneath, look like a row of beads. 

188. ’em, a j&ovinciali»m, is an elided form not of them, but 
of the old hem, accusative plural of he. marriages are made In 
heaven, marriages are arranged and ordered by God—implying 
that Leolin and Edith were meant by Divine Providence to marry 
each other. The phrase is a common proverb* 

189. A flash etc., a slight outburst of jealousy on Lqplin’spart 
made it clear to her that she loved him. 


191. swarthy Daces, his Indian servants. 

193. Sear’d by the close ecliptic, tannedby t(je tropical sufi. 
The ecliptic is the apparent path of the sun round the earth. 
For # falr followed by Fairer, see note to 1. 487. 

194. ruled the hour, took the lead in conversation. 

196. a deedful day, a day of great events or exploits in his 
military career. 

Aylmer etc., Sir Aylmer became so interested that he 
sometimes left off his usual habit of smiling patronisinelv and 
saying ‘Good ! etc.’ 

199. witbfher Angers etc. She sat with her hands clasped over 
her knees (covered with her sill# dress) and twirled her thumbs— 
an attitude and gesture indicative of listless indolence. Cf. 
•Cowpee, Conversation, 115 (of the victim of the “noisy man”): 

I twirl my thumbs, fall ba^k into my chair. ” 

201.' all her vital spirits, ^he whole of the little animation that 
she possessed ; all her scanty powers of attention. Is the use of 
the expression “ vital spirits ” there seems to be an allusion to 
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the old notion of the existence in all living beings of spirit us 
intales, vital spirits, in re^ rd to •'which Bacon says that “the 
affections (no doubt) do make the spirits more poweiful and 
active: and especially those affections which draw the spints 
into*the eyes : which are two : love audfjnvy ” (Works, ti. 653). 

203. flower age, flower-patterns. Cf. a similar abstract forma¬ 
tion, acreage ,, 1. 651. * 

204. In which, i.e. drest in which., 

205. The meteor of a splendid season, for a brief period ^the 
belle of a grand season (Le. those months of ttys year when 
Society meets) in London or at tho Baths (see 1. 27) • 

206. ah so long 1 ago. The ah represents the sigh th%t accom¬ 
panies th^ lady’s reminiscence of her lorjg-past triumphs. # < 

207. minuet, a slow*, graceful dance, so called from the pas 

_ _ 4 . _t __ _I If_ _ £ _ _11 


'Jin to a i w 


Lat. minutus. « 

208. But Edith’s etc. Edith was full of interest in Ins stories 

and eagerly followed him, in her imagination, through his dan¬ 
gerous adventures. r 

209. passes, conjunctures, crises. Koto the quick movement* 
of the rhythm, appropriate to the sense of the line : 

sndtcli’d thro’ | the p6ri|lous pdssjcs of | liis life. 

212. Wife-hunting, he wus looking out for a wife. Cf. fortune- 
hunter , one who is in search of a rich wife. 

*216. shook the ho&se, caused much excitement in the house¬ 
hold. 

218, 219. He flow’d ... tested, his wish to matry her was at*one 
time strong, at another time weak, and so he loft her intending 
to return after he had made trial of other ladies. These lines 
suggest an explanation of his departure after having made Edith 
so many presents. For flow'd and ebb'd, cf. Shaks. Troi/us and 
Cressida, n. hi. 139, where Agamemnon speaks of AtMihnfe. 
changeable fits as “his ebbs, his nows.” 

222. Fine as # Ice-ferns etc. The delicate gold inlay of tho 
sheath (seen in the well-known Cuzerati work) resembled the 
fem-like configuration on window-panes in winter, which is 
caused bv tho atmosphere of the room becoming frozen on the 
glaSs* Cf. The Mag Queen, n, 13 : ** The fros6 is on the pane.” 4 

X know flkOt etc,, I do not i/iow where the work,cam! 
jfrOm originally, nor to what nationality its artificers belonged. 

* 227. having fought thelf last, an instance of the ellipse of the 
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collate object {fight). See note tp*l. 69, and cf. Goldsmith. 
The Deserted Village, 366 : * f 

“ When the poor exiles, every pleasure past, 

Hung round the powers, and fondly looked their last.” 
Comrades is in the absolute ease. 

229. beefling, overhanging. Cf. Shaks. Hamlet, i. ir. 71 : 

“ The dreadful sufnmit of the cliff* 

That beetles o’er Disease into the sea.” 

Sk%at says the word is apparently coined by Shakspere, the idea 
being adopted from the M, E. bitelbrowed, beetle-browed, having 
projecting brows. The word, however, is perhaps derived, not 
fro m beetle, the insect, but from beetle, a mallet, in allusion to its 
^ projectiftg head. 

232, For pleasure follbwed by please, see note to 1. %87. 

233. Costly, wealthy, munificent. Similarly Shakspere {Mer¬ 
chant of Venice, n. ix. 94) has ** costly summer.” 

236* Wealthy, richly wrougk9^splendid. 

238. Slight,^areless, offhand. 

240. * A grcndous gift etc.’, said ironically:— 4 This sharp 
•weapon is a pleasing and appropriate gift for a lady J ’ 

244. ‘Me?, f Po you give it me?’, said by Leolin as she offers 
him the dagger,' 

245. ungraciousness itself, entirely made np of discourtesy. 

249. * Why then I .love it \ Edith’s not caring for the dagger 
shows that she does not care for the donor, the Indian kinsman. 
Leolin is so relieved in his mind at this, that his dislike of tfie 
dagger is changed into love for it. 

250. neither loved nor liked. The double expression is em¬ 
phatic : * he did not like it at all Loved re-echoes th% love of 
the preceding line; see note to 1, 487. 

251. Bides and reds, the colours of the rival political parties, 
Whi gs a nd Tories, in the borough or county, The neighbour 

he thinks the “blues” (probably the Tory party) were 
sure to win the election of their candidate for Parliament. 

254. a bottom* a dale or hollow; cp. Shake, td a You Like it, 
iv. iii. 79: *‘Down in the neighbour bottom,” the brush, the 
fox’s the prize of the foWhunfcer who, is first*“in at the 
death, «.e. who first reaches the place where this fox is caught 
•by thi^ounds,. 

My9tWt, my son Pefcsr. 

** 256* pock-pitten Some poacher,, whoflaJace was scarred 


or little hollows by smallpox. For the allitera- 
j dL .GenerajT Introduction, u.{2), (e), (3). 
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257. Then made etc., then he clapped his hands and ruMbed 
them together in his glee. ^ * 

260. The birds were warm, the game that he had poached 
was found frosh-killed in his possession. Cf. Shake. Romeo 
and Juliet, v. iii. 175 : “Here lies . t . Juliet bleeding, warm, and 
newly dead.” 

263. This blacksmith border-marriage, a Gretna Green mar¬ 

riage. Gretna is a Scotch village clos% to the border between 
England and Scotland, and was fanfous as the place where Jk>» 
many years runaway marriages were contracted; since, accord¬ 
ing to Scotch law, parties cqfild be married by maJ^ng a mutual 
declaration before witnosscs of their willingness to masty, with¬ 
out license, banns, or priest. John Paisley, known ^.s “the 
blacksmith,” who officiated at these marriages, lived on a common < 
or green bitween Gretna anckSpriilgfieldf An Act of Parlianfent, 
passed in 1856, made these marriages illegal. * 

264. Raw from the nursery, i.e. quite a young girl, who seemed 
to have only just left the nurse’%^sare. 

265. That cursed France etc., i.e. this marriage* is one of the 

results of the French Ravolutio7i, and its ddtetrpte that all arc 
equal in social standing. The time of the poem is supposed to 
be v 1793, when the French Revolution oF 1789 was at its height* 
{see 11. 464, 760-708). egalities is the anglicised plural of the 
French word egaWti, equality. The motto of the French Re¬ 
public was‘‘Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” and by his “Rights 
of Man,” Lafayette demanded the actual equality of every indi¬ 
vidual. In July, 1790, the National Assembly carried by accla¬ 
mation a decree abolishing all titles of nobility in “a land 
of*natural freedom and equality.” Cf. Beautiful City, 2: 
“O you with your passionate shriek for the rights of an equal 
humanity. ” * 

267* faith nearing chair etc., (he said this) bringing his chair 
nearer to Sir Aylmer, and speaking in low, confidential tones. 

268 . talk’d, gossiped about the matter, which drew their 
attention. 

27It a notion, an idea of marrying Edith. 

272. entangled, inveigled into promising to marry Leolin. 

27$. stiffening, assuming a haughty demeanour. m 

274. their differences, i.e. in rank and station. See note tojb 
234,235. 

278. for Oh her etc. Edith was the first Sbo experience the* 
violent anger of Sir Aylmer and Jiis wife at their discovery 
(Implied in the jfi^rm “ watch’d ” of tife previous line). 

280. the$ephtha’s daughter, the picture of Jephtha’s daughter. 
She lyae-the first to moot her father after his return from victory 
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ovc^th j AmVonitcs, and so was sacrificed to God according to 
his vow. The picture was tlius, n M it were, prophetic of the 
fate of Sir Aylmer’s daughter. See Dream of Fair Women , 
181-240. 

281. Of \arly rigid colour k painted with the hard colouring 
and rigid outlines characteristic of the Byzantine school, before 
Cimahue’s time, under wfeich. The picture was hung above 
the door-way. 

• 2g2. counter, opposite; Lat. contra , against. 

287- the Powers of the House, Sir Aylmer and Lady Aylmer. 

2G9. ft^se, fainted, rouged. 

200. by his own stale devil spurr’d, goaded to fury by his 
^inveterate vice of family pride. 

29l. breathing hard, ^rom passion and excitement.* For the 
two hards m this line,«sec note to 1. 487. 

( 299. Her sicklier iteration. Lady Aylmer’s feebler repetition of 
her husb^jid s phrases. we 

300. mark me, observe what I say. are to make, are for 
making, have yet to be made or won.. Similarly wo say * to 
make money’ for ‘to gain money,’ To make is a genmdial 
infinitive expressing result. 

30 L out of mine, i.e. by marrying my daugifiter, an heiress. 

302. practised on her, worked upon her feelings ; deceived her 
by your arts and machinations. Practise, as used by T^bakspere 
and Bacon, carries some sense of crafty or underhand dealing, 
which it still retains in the phrase, ‘to practise upon a person.’ 

303. forget herself, forget her own position and dignity. 

306. Far as we track ourselves, throughout the history of our 
family, going back, though it does, to such distant times. 

312. look’d into yourself, examined your own feelings. 

315. prodigious) monstrous. These were words etc., accord¬ 
ing to Sir Aylmer’s own view of the matter, this statement of 
d&s shewed immense forbearance on his part. 

316. As meted etc., when considered in the light of his own 

dignity and importance. • 

318, 319.*‘I So foul etc., i.e. I to be so foul etc.; to think 
that I should be so foul etc. Jhhul, base, infamous. 

321. the wind-hover, the Kestrel (Fa/co tinnuncvlus ), a bird of 

*the hdWk kind, So called from its hovering in the wind or 
Remaining poised in the breeze (“ hanging in balance ”) without 
fluttering its wings. * 

322. reddening from the storm within. The violence of/his 
emotions sent the blood into his face and made it red. 
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323. broke all bonds fit courtesy, completely violated /the 
obligations of politeness. \ k 

326. drove etc., pushed the footstool violently away fiom in 
f/ont of lnm with his feet. 

3&. teeth that ground etc. H^e ground his teetlf together 
in his passion as people do when troubled with a nightmare. 

329. still, all the Arne, continually* 

330. half-aghast. The true spelling* is agast, past participle 
of M. E. agaaten , to terrify. 

331. lintel, the beam over a door-wav $ Low pat. lintel lus, , 
for limitellus, dim. of limes,/imitis, a border. 

332. a hoary face etc. His white hair made Sir Aypner a fit 
object of roverenco for his family. 

333. th& hearth, 1 the fireside cfbcle, tJie family *; gbstract for 

concrete. • 

334. Beneath a pale etc. A contrast is drawn between the, 
flushed and passionate face of^^Pir Aylmer and the pale, calm 
moon shining overhead. The wild mood of the mfu\ is emphasised 
by its want of harmony with his natural surrOimmngs. 

339, 340 his passions ..motion, 'his feelings being all ix% 
a state of violent excitement and directing his movements*—an 
absolute clause. J?or the metaphor from the tide of a river, cf. 

1. 218. 

341. br&ht, with the moon-light. 

342. foam*d away his heart, gave unrestrained vent to his 
angry feelings. Cf. eEsrhylus, Agamemnon, 1030, Ifrupplfcardat 
frfvos, * foams her fury away * (like a horse) ; and Ode on the 
Death qf the Duke of Wellington, 124: 

"Dash’d on every ioaky square 
Their surging charges foam’d themselves away.” 

348. He never yet had set etc., he had never hitherto exposed 
his daughter for sale in our Western marriage markets, where 
our beautiful women lot themselves be sold to the highesfcfeidde* 
(*.r. choose husbands for their wealth). The sentence means that 
he had never •tried to get hold of a rich husband for his 
daughter* The allusion is to tho actual sale, in the "woman- 
markets ” of the East, of Cauca^an girls for Turkish or Persian 
hai ems. 

353, What is etc., what is thfe elegant (he is speaking ironically > 
eunftimisin Society w?ea to express the idea ? The noun jm (froip 
which the vewNa derived) is a contraction of jillet, diminutive 
of Jill, a qpmmeh female name, short for Juliana, 

364. I say it tat your peace, I tell you this to show you that, 
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having beenVisappointcd in love mys#lf, I can sympathise with 
you in yom l^e-trouble. 

355. as bearing etc. Since he loved the woman, Averill felt 
himself humiliated by fyer shameful conduct. 

361. in all my fold, among#all my parishioners. Christ (Eft We, 
John x. 14) described himself as the “good shepherd,” His 
disciples as His “sheep” or “ flor k,” and tile Christian Church as 
“ the fold of the slicep ’# Jfence a clergyman is called a pastor , 
Latin word for ‘shepherd/ Cf. 11. 600, 631, 

363. whiter, purer; so whitest — ' most innocent * above, 1. 
361. GL Hfnry Vaughan, The Retreat, 6: “a white, celestial 
thought. 

366. lfet her parents he, leave them alone; never mind what 
they say or do. 

371. on ft, in dependence upon it; lie would give them enough 
money to enable them to marry. 

373. wealthier, not in money^>ut in happiness at having done 
a good action. 

374. HamraVi, money worship. Mammon {Syriac for ‘wealth’) 
was the Syrian god of riches answering to the Plutus of Creek 
'and Homan mythology.• Leolin declared that men and women, 
being prevented from marrying by money considerations, betook 
themselves to debauchery and prostitution* Seo 11. 388-391 
below ; and cf. bockdet/ Hall, 100 : 

“ Eiery dooi is barr'd with gold, and opens but to geftden keys.” 

375. nature crost, the thwarting of nature, i.c. by the preven¬ 
tion of marriages. For the construction, of. 1. 537 and note. 

376. adulteries, taints, impurities. 

377. saturate, pervade, fill with infection, soul with body, 
soul along with body. 

378. they might be proud, they had good reason to he proud of 
it, since its worth consisted in its being borne by Edith, rated, 
scolded. Probably a different word from rate, to value. 

381. pheasajtf-lords, these country gentlemen who had no 
higher aim than* to preserve the game on their estates. Pheasants 
and partridges are the two prinoipal English galfee-birfc 

382. of £ thousand years, these men who for a thou&l&d years 
past had done nothing letter than breed partridges. 

383. mijifw^ft in. their thousands, who had grown indolent and 

effete in tile possession of great riches. Jfflutfgw is Old Eng. 
4H eluded w, honey-dew, so yearned from appearance of 

soft* kinds of blight, { TJjjjjT 

384. Since Egbert* since flhh time of Egbert/King of Wessex 
(802-839), by whom ** the whole English race m Britain was for 
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the first time knit together under a single ruler ”jU&reen). *the 
greater, so much greater. (This the is the old jthi or th£, the 
instrumental case of the used as a demonstrative j as in * the 
sooner the better. ’ 

3SC. Fall hack... that ! to think that tlfey should hav4 recourse 
to their ancient lineage to support their dignity, and remain 
ignobly satisfied with- that. 

387- a vantage ground for nobleness ' what fools they arc to 
act so, when they have so important a help (in high birth)* 
towards noble action ! Jjs a short form of a&iwtfsm? 

388. a quintessence of ma^, one who comprised withiiUhimself 
all the best qualities of human nature. Quintessenee (LdL au inta 
e.&entia } fifth essence of nature) is the pure esseuce of agythmg, 
in allusion to" the old theory or the existence of a superior gfth 
element, £bthcr, in addition* to tfoe ordinary four—earth, air, 
fire, and water. « 

889. The life of all, one who infused his own energy and ani¬ 
mation into all around him. 

391. Had rioted etc., had killed himself by ponging into a 
career of dissipation. 

393. powers, abilities. # , 

395. the world should ring etc. Leolin declared that he would 
win such world-wi^e renown that the old, worn-out race of the 
Aylmers .should be ashamed of their pride of ancestry in compari¬ 
son with lik. achievements. 

397. Chancellor, Lord High Chancellor of England, the first 
lay subject after the princes of the blood royal, and head of the 
legbl profession. 

398. your grief, i.e. the jilting etc. mentioned in 11. 354-357^ 

399. Give me my fling, let me have free scope to indulge my 
feelings I let me give them free utterance. 

403. like a storm, i.e. violently, passionately. Of. L 215. 

404. How low etc., that he was in a state of nervous prostration. 

405. beeswing, old port wine. Bee?sowing is a thin, light film 
in port wine, indicative of considerable age, so-called from its 
resemblance to the wing of a bee, and da here put for the wine 
itself. ' a chest for storing wine. The usual modern spelling 
is bin, /The Middle English formas bini$p^ : 

406. the waning rsd^the gradual change from a red to a rich 
brown colour that takes place in port wine with advancing age. 
Age Improves it^Mjbjfiavofir of wine. _ 

07* The year on whtch the; vine-crop of which 

s made' ’gathered. The'jsear wasihedate when the 
'|j#pfeent Sir Aylmer readied the age of twenty-one. 
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4(5$. flamdfc and fell again, becam^ once more passionately 
excited and tm|p quieted dow». 

410. That much etc., that we oughl readily to excuse people’s 
failings ; we must not be too hard on them. This conclusion 
results from the mellowing influence of the wine. • 

412. his purpose held', his purpose was unchanged, he still 
determined to carry out his purpose (of makilig laimeelf a name) ; 
see 1. 394. 

* 4^>. Which breaks all bondB hut ours, i. c. the rupture between 
myself and the Aylmer family renders all bonds of friendship, 
loyalty 4fcc. Hbtween me and them * r oid ; the only bond that 
remains is that of love between you and me. 

^ 426. altered, devotedly bound. 

429. The rain of heaven etc. • The Repetition is justified by the 
additional emphasis it» gives, and by the new phase of feeling 
introduced in the repeated phrase by the striking epithet cart-lex#, 
pointing, as it does, to the unsympathetic attitude of Nature 
towards Yiuman sorrow. Cf. the gorgeous picture of the 
“beauteous hatful isle” in Enoch Arden (11. 568-575), in con¬ 
trast with the lonely desolation of Enoch, who “dwelt with 
•tcrnal summer ill-con taut.” For an instance of emphatic 
repetition, cf. Milton, Par. Lost , ii. 1021-2: 

“ So he with difficulty and labour hard * 

- Mov’d on, with difficulty and labour he.” 

And for one of repetition with an added notion, cf. lb. 558-560; 

“ (Others) reasonkl high 
Of Providence, foreknowledge, will; antLfate, 

Fix’d fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute. ” 

Cf. also Enoch Arden, 507, 508 : 

“So these were wed and merrily rang the bells. 

Merrily rang the bells and they were wed. ” 

431. roar’d the pine, i.e. with the wind in its branches. 
Another touch pointing to the aloofness of Nature from their 
trouble. 

433. known bift sm&tteringly, that we had onty a superficial 
knowledge o# previously. The old verb smatler, from which the 
noun, smatterincj comes, is connected with smack , a noise made 
with the lips, and hence a gabbling or prating . 

* 436. ^That codelefa myriad etc. These lines describe the com* 
rflexity of English Law witj^i its undigested maailof precedents 
(i.a previous parallel cases upon which judgments in a new case 
are based) and its medley of unclassified cases, ffallani has de¬ 
scribed it as the accumulation of statute on statute and precedent 
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cm precedent, ‘Mill no industry can acquire nonfany intellect 
digest the iqass of 1 earning| L hat gid>ws upon the ppnting student.” 

438. wit dr fortune, cleverness or good luck. 

44). Lightning etc., play of humour, sparkling and evanescent. 
Scan: , 

Lightning | of the horir, | the piin, { the sciirri j lous tide. 

Notice the quick nibvoment of the rhythm iu the first two feet, 
echoing the sense ; and cf. General Introduction, p. xix. (/J). 

442, Old scandals etc Old scandals (contained in law-caaes*»tc?) 
of seventy years ago, which have been forgotten in the accumula-, 
tion of fresh scandals, no\W also forgotten and fdUowftd by the 
current scandal, which is itself destined to be forgotten. For 
decads, see 1. 82 and note. * 

445, 4^5. bent ...To mal^e, poetic fc4 ‘ bent (he. determined f 
upon making.’ To make disproof of sco^n, to prove how uufu«+ 
was the scorn with which he liad been treated 

448. Charier, more sparing (Jjian others). 

449. a breathing-while, a period of cessation from wt>rk. 

450. niggard, scanty ; an adjective here. 

451. the river-bank, the bank of thu # Thames. 

452. Harder the times were etc. In 1793, the supposed date of 

this poem, thor^ was much poverty and distress among the 
labouring classes in consequence of the low rate of wages and the 
high prictb of wheat. The state of English prisons, which were 
haunts of misery and cruelty, was not improved till the following 
year, through Howard’s exertions. The criminal law was most 
severe ; a petty theft was punishable l»y death ; and before Sir 
Robert Teel’s ‘Acts of 1824 nearly one hundred felonies wore 
capital offences. « 

453. • according, i.e. in harmony with the times. 

455. the gardens of that rival rose, the Temple Gardens (see 
note to 1. 105), It was here that Shakspere (1 Hem y VI. lr. 
iv.) represents Richard Tlnntagenet as plucking a white rose, 
and the Karl of ftomerset a red, and culling upon those present t# 
do the same in token of adhesion to his enuse. Cf. 11. 50-52. 

456. Yet fragrant etc. The roses kept tHfeir fragrance for 
Lcolin, because his heart was softened and refined by the happy 
memories ot his talks with Editb* 

458. Far purelier, [when the city was smaller and less smoky. 

H. T,] . , 

459. to flnsl^ his blockl with ai% A graphic allusion to the 
process by which the venous bloodj in its passage tbrpukh the 
lungs, is subjected to the action of the air and artcrialiaeu. £o~ 

tnpftns ** to freshen,” or perhaps “ to redden ” in allusion to 
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the fact that Jic venous blood,.which it?of a daik crimson colour, 
becomes florid bte scarlet in passing tljrough the lungft, 

460. My lady's cousin, the “ Indian kinsman ” of 1. 190. 

461. Half-sicke ni ng old. He had retired on pension, and ^as 
half-tiiea oFliisIongaay| of leisure. 

462. Drove*in upon, came rushing in ; burst m upon him. 

463. Ran a Malayan amyck etc., 

Wte a tta c k, .in the Malay fashion, upo^ >U^eWAtUlg Jftta to .of 
tluihpL Amurk is the Malay word amuk, a kind of mama or un¬ 
controllable fujry among the Malaya^ and other natives of the 
•East, whntfi is often produced by bhang, and under the influence 
of which a man rushes madly onward, dagger in hand, striking 
at every ohe he meets. Hie phrase “ to run a muck ” is common, 
flic a being detached from*?>wc£ As if it«were the indefinite article. 
Of. Pope, Satires, i. 69, JO s 

Satire’s my weapon, but I’m too discreet 
^ To run a muck, andiilt at all I meet.” 

The original reading of the text, as late as 1874, was “ a Malayan 
muck ”; ef. Dryuen, The Hind and the Panther, m. 1187-8 : 

“ Frontless, and satire-proof, he scours the streets, 

And runs an Indian muck at all he meets.” 

464. Hkd golden hopes etc. He believed that the French 
Revolution would bring liberty and prosperity to France and all 
the world. See note to 1, £65. 

465. those at home, the Aylmer family. 

466. With a heaved shoulder etc. He shjftggec^ his shoulders* 
and smiled pertly,— signs of careless and slightly contemptuous 
indifference. The “ saucy smile ” shows his suppressed amuse¬ 
ment at Leolin’s love for Edith. Shrugged * is an «ugly 
woid. H. T.] 

467* fain had haled, would have gladly hauled or dragged. 
Fain is an adverb here. Of. 1. 805. Hale is an older form of 
haul, and occurs in The Princess, tv. 252; Wed king to the Mali, 

1. $8 ; Boadicea , 1. 55. the world, society. 

468. air’d him, refreshed him; taken him out of* his solitude, 
nearer, more intimate. 

469. Screw not etc., do not pu% too great a strain upon your 
strength of body and mind for fear it should break down under 
it., The metaphor ig from the screwing up of the string of a 
musical inatrum ot to a greater tension than it will bear* The 
figtfte b, probably a similar ostfe in Shaks. Macbefh, x. vii. 60: 
"Screw your courage to the sticking-place.” This line prepares 
ds for the hint given later on (11, 715-717) that Leolin’s subsequent 
suicide was due teUempa^ary insanity. 
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471. From where etc. * He wore the dagger, ay*a love-tftken, 
next Ms heart. worldless, fun worldly, simple, honest. 

472. Kissing his vows etc. He kissed the dagger in attestation 
of his true love, as a knight kisses his sWord to ratify a vow that 
he has taken. Cf. Shaks. h'apt of Lucr^ece, 1842, 184*1 : 

“This said, he (Collatine) struclj his hand upon his breast, 

And kiss’d the fatal knife, to end (t.e. ratify) his vow.” 

s 

473. benchers, senior members of an Inn of Court, who are the 

governing body of the Society and have control over students for 
the bar. 0 ^ 

475. heart... helped head, his simple, unworldly nature and 4 
his love for Edith made his intellect clearer. c 


476. fUr between, coming at long intervals. <» 

479. Charm’d him etc., acted like c„ charm t$ guide him 
through all the labyrinths or perplexities of his legal studies* 

See 1L 435-437. 

W < 

480. a light, a prospect of success. 

481. they that east etc., explained in the next line by the 

word begetters, cast, moulded; set her spirit in its mould of 
flesh. Cf. To J. S„ 3, 4: r c 

“ gently comes the world to those 
That are east in gentle mould.” 

483. tfo sell her, to give her in marriage to a rich suitor. See 
11, 347-349. With the scathing irony of this line compare that 
of 1. 781. For the Repetition of good, see note to I. 487. 

484. Whatever eldest-horn etc., every heir to high rank or 
large property that they could get hold of. 

482h wooing him to woo. A good instance of one of the 
characteristics of Tennyson’s style, consisting in a sort of 
sound-play,—the repetition of a word in the same or in a 
slightly different sense. This epigrammatic iteration has a 
peculiarly emphatic effect. Cf. 11. 59 {call'd), 67 ( joyful ), 193, 
194 ( fair, fairer), 232 {pleasure, please), 249, 250 {love, loved), 
291 {hard- ridden, hard), 483 {good), 499 {hunters, hunted), 718 
{shame). Also Guinevere, 309, 310: 


“ Whereat the novice crying, with clasp’d Bands, 
Shame on her own garrulity garrulously .” 

And Queen Mary, 11 . 2: ( 

“ Under colour 

Cf such a cause as haS& no colour. ” 


It is employed by other poets*, as Milton, Par. Lost, ix. 11 u 
“That brought into this world a world of woe; Byron, Prisoner 
of Chilton, VI. : “ Tfre very rock hat hack’d;*’ Cowper, Task, 
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xv. 399 : “With all this thrift they, thrive not: and Spenser, 
Faery Queen, i. 45 : J * 

“ There she awhile him stayes, him selfe to rent. 

That to the re9t more able he might bee." 

488. month, by month, r See fiote to 1. 806. 


480. distant blaze, the bright light of theif dinner-lamps seen 
in the distance. 


•490. wlrer. See note to 1. 539* Poachers use snares made of 
wire’'to entrap hares. The adjective nightly has two meanings, 
Containmathemotion of either (1) ‘l^niglit, during the night,’ 
•(as here), ck (2) ‘every night, night after night.’ 

491. Falter, hesitate (through fear of discovery). The word 
has thg same derivation a*fault,^vom Lai. fallere , to beguile. 


492. Sulle% defiant, pitying, wroth. These epithets describe 
^le different moods of tne suitors upon their rejection. 

•494. the folly taking wings etc.^the report of the foolish affair 
began to spread beyond the bounds of the “ sleepy ’’ (1. 45) 
Aylmer village, And was carried by rumour into the neighbour¬ 
ing districts. ' 


gL95. down the wind, forth, away; like a bird borne along 
by the wind. Gf. Cowper, Progress of Error , 333 (of the 
“eagle-pinioned Muse”): “Down, down the wind, she swims 
and sails away.” 

497, 498. mockery... laughter, i.e. a subject of mockery... a 
subject of laughter, yeomen, small farmers, over ale, as they 
drank beer together. 

499. For hunters followed by hunted, see note tcfl. 487. 

500^ cordon, the enclosing circle (of hunters or beators). 
toward the death, with the object of killing the game. 

503. the wealthier farms, i.e. lest she should meet or hear of 
Leolin there. 


504. her own home-circle of the poor, the poor people belong¬ 
ing to her own village whom she visited. Cf. 11. 147, etc, ; 
683, etc. 

507. amulet, jmajpeal charm, mysterious influence, Amxdtt is 
from Arabic hatmalaj* He carried’; hence, ‘a thing carried.’ 

509. the brand of John. The tftee had been branded with the 
letters I. R. (^ John Bex or King), denoting that it had been so 
marked he the reign f»f King John. The marks thus burnt int-o 
the db&rk of the tree had been Concealed from view*hy the over¬ 
growth of fresh bark, which, falling off centuries after, had dis¬ 
posed the ancient brand. A waiter in Botes and Queries (Sept. 
25, 1880) tells us of a tree that was cut down in Sherwood 
Forest, which borg a cipher indicating Kipgi John’s reign. The 
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mark was eight ecu inches within the tree, and a little moie'tlian 
a foot from It he centie Otfier trees cut dos\ n off" the same occa¬ 
sion -were incised or stamped with marks of the reigns of .Tames 
r. ,«aud of William, and M«uy. Oaks arid yews attain to a groat 
nge ; “William the Conqueror's Oek” in Windsor Park is known 
to he at least 1200 ^e«irs old. 

511 The broken base etc. [The 'trunk of the tree was hollow 
and decayed with only one branch in leaf. H.T.] ^ 

513. the manorial lord, the ford of the manor or estate^, i.r, 

Sii Aylmer. In feudal tjmes a manor was a giant, of land® 
from the king to a baron which carried with it tW right of. 
jurisdiction, s 

514. millennial, lit. a thousand yea^s old ; Le. very ancient* 

touch-wood dust, dust or f)ov\ dered debris of decayed and rotten 
wood. Touch, in touch-wood is a corruption of tho ^fiddle Eng. 
feu he, tinder for receiving spaiks struck by a Hint. • 

515. Found .. a bitter treasure-trove, made a painful dis- 
eoveiy. Notice the oxymoron, as m Maud, u. 6: “faultily 
luultleHs”; ih* Defence of Luck no tv, vi. : “ the pitiful-pitiless 
knife.” (!f. Horace’s (Carm. m. ad. 35) U)*ft,nmde mendax, 
‘nobly false’; and Sophocles's (Anffg. 74) Berta Travovpyfyrac^L, 
‘having committed a righteous crime’; and Lance t ot and Elaine, 
872, 873: 

“His honour looted m dishonoui -.tond. 

And fa.itli unfaithful kept him falsely true ” 

f Also Shakb. Jlichnrfi 111, IV. iv. 26 : 

“ )>cad*hfe, blind bight, poor mortal living ghost. ” 

In fna'mrt-troc* , t <. treasure found, trove (Old Fr. tract) ^ pro¬ 
pel ly a dissyllable. 

510. Burst his own wyvem, broke* the seal of tho letter which 
was stamped with the Aylmei ciest. Sec note to 1. 17. 

5l7.i Writhing, m a torture of indignation. 

521. To him that fluster'd etc., to Sir Aylmer who confusbd 
and frightened the fceble-unndcd rustic, parish wits, tho low 
intelligence of an ordinary \ illagtir. 1 

523. To play their go-between, to act os messenger between 
theni. c 

525. Soul stricken. The common word is heart stricken, i.t. 

const ien< e-ptiieken ;-m\ instance of Tennyson’s avoidaheo of the 
commonplucer; aee (General Introduction, II. (2), (tf). « 

526. lean heart, meanness, cowardice. Miserable qualifies 
Mart. 

527. a despot dream. a dream of the performance of some act 
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of tyranny. Hem-e lit* ih dcsei ihed «as 4 * panting,” when lie 
woke, with excrement an<l paction caused by the dr^im. 

520. the black republic, the flocl^ of rooks which hud their 
nest a on the elm-trees of Jiia paik. Similarly in Th< lirooh , 1^7, 
pigeons are described as '‘in session on the roofs, 1 * as though 
assembled in-parliament. Cf/Popo, IHamy on Matt, lii, 183, 184: 

“ Learn each small People's genius, policies, 

The Ant's republic, and the realm of Rees.” 

5/0. Sweeping,the frothfly froxfi the fescue. The Froth-fly (also 
, called Froth-worm and Frog-fly) is a small insect which in its lam n 
, state is f%md%»n plants, enveloped inda frothy, saliva-like liquid. 
The fcticne (Feifnra) is the name of a very extensive genus of 
grasses. •The one mentioned here is the Meadow Fescue (P^nfuca 
a valuable pasture agags. % Sir Aylmer's foo^ passing 
through theelong grass, brushed ihcjsie frothy formations from its 
glea ves. • 

• 532, 533. who made A downward crescent etc. Tier mouth 
formed a •curve like a crescent moon with its horns pointing 
downwards, minion is from the French miynon, neat, sprm e. 
The word Is usc(l with a touch of Bcorn. + 

• 534. ZiStlesB in all despondence, indifferent in her feeling oi 
complete inability to do anything to help matters. 

535. As if the living passion He. Sir Aylmer tore the lovt- 
letter as vindictively os if it wore not merely a record of stiouvr 
and living affect ion but an actual living object which could feel 
his rough usage. 

537 at his own great self defied, at thc # dcfinnce of his ow* 
great self: a Latin construction like poit urbem ronditaw^ ‘after 
the bounding of the city.’ Cf. Milton’s “after summons rciul” 
(Par. Lo*t, i. 707). Cf. II. 375, 77C. . 

538. striking-on ... scorn. His reading v .n interrupted by ex 
pressions he mot with which excited his utmost impatience and 
contempt. * 

• 530. babyisms, childish talk such as lo\crs use. The woid, in 
this sense, like aaUotry (1. 14-7), ivirer (1. 400), idiot* d (1. 500), 
seems to be of Tbimyson’s coinage. See General Introduction, 
IT. (2), (r/). dear diminutives, di mi mi tires expressive of endeai- 
ment; short pet names. Cf. tl*> “ little language'* of Swift in 
his letters to Stella. 

• 541 like a chidden child. Cf. Shelley, Stan ’.an Written in 
ZktjreUon, iv.: 

“ Yet now despair itself is mikl, 

Even as the winds and waters are; 

I could He down like a tired child/* 
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542. hush’d itself, i.c ( Leolin, after complaining of Edith’s 
silence, at j^ast stopped writing to°lier. 

547. rustling etc., movirfg about among the shrubs and bushes 
neg.r the Hall, and so making a rustling, noise, which caught the 
ear of the keeper. 

548. a keeper, a game-keeper, who thought Leolin was a 

poacher. * *' 

549. nor was it well for her, she too$iad not a happy time of if. 

556. what possess’d him, what strange influence made hfcn do 
it. It seemed to himself a sort of infatuation. r 

558. follow'd suit, followed her husband’s example. 

559. Seem’d hope’s returning rose. Her father’s kisrf, repeated 

(“seconded”) as it was Ijy hem mother, made the prospect of 
things seem more hopeful to her. * Rose-coloured ’«is a common 
synonym for * hopeful, cheering. ’ *' ^ 

560. A Martin’s summer, jfr second or autumnal period o£ 
summer weather coming just before winter. Mild weftther often 
returns in England for a time near Martinmas*or St. Martin’s 
Day, the ! 1th of November. Of. Slinks., 1 King Henry VI. 

I. ii. 131 : “Expect St. Martin’s summer, halcyon days.” Sha^- 
spere also calls it “All Hallowen (?!.«. All Saints’, 1st Nov.) 
summer ” in 1 King Henry IV. i. ii. 177 : “Farewell, thou latter 
spring ! farewell. All-hallown summer ! ” Hence the line means 
* A temporary revival of his lost affection. * 

561. ordeal hy kindness. She was tested by kind treatment, 
to see if she would f r iehl to that. In old times there were several 
kinds of ordeals or tests to find out the guilt or innocence of 
accused persons ; as the ordeal by wager of battle between the 
accused and his accuser, and the ordeal by water, often ajJJplied 
to supposed witches, who, if they sank, were accounted innocent, 
and if they floated, guilty. 

562. crost, met, came across. 

563. flow’d in, gave vent to. Cf. To J. S. 5-7 : 

“ And me this knowledge bolder made, 

Or else I had not dared to flow •• 

In these words toward you.” 

shallower acrimonies, bitter speeches of a more superficial char¬ 
acter ; petty taunts. 

566. Her charitable use, her customary weft'ks of charity. See 
1. 504. 

567. silence, i.e. on the part o? Leolin, whose letters had 

ceased. . «? • 

569, some low fever etc. . The fev&r is personified as'if it were 
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an yivader on the look out for a weakjpoint in the defences of a 
place, by which to make an atte.ck upon it. 

570. a people or a house, a community or a family. 

571, 572. Like flies. hurting 1 the hurt. Cf. Bacon, Essays, 
xni. : “Sticli men in other men’s calamities, are, as it were, in 
season, and* are ever on the loading part (i.e. they * hurt the 
hurt ’) ; not so good as the dogs that licked Lazarus’ sores, but 
like flies that are stilly buzzing upon anything that is raw.” 
*Deer, when one of their n'mnl^r is sick or disabled, eject him 
frolli the herd* Of. Shaks. As You Like It , it. i. 50 (of a 
woundckl tle^p): “ Left and abandoned of his velvet friends.” 

574. Aid flung etc., i.e. she hac^to take to her bed with a 
violent attack of fever. 

5^7. past, passed avtay, died ; the Aylmer family becoming 
extinct wifch her, its last representative. * 

573-580. Star to Btcfir... as at once, one star sends waves of light 
to another star, however distant; so may not one soul communi¬ 
cate witk another soul by mean*#of some power or quality that it 
possesses still more delicate and impalpable than light; and so 
one soul, though far di.. 4 ant from the, other, feel its sudden 
sympathetic touch ? A similar instance of this supernatural 
Sympathy or telepathy, %s it is called, occurs in Enoch Arden , 
609-611, where Enoch in his distant island hears the bells ring¬ 
ing for Philip’s marriage with his wife Annie. Similarly Char¬ 
lotte Bronte {Jane Eyre , Chaps. 35 and 37) represents her heroine 
as hearing, though far away, the wild cry of “Jane! Jane! Jane!” 
uttered by her lover, Mr. Rochester. Cf. Demeter and Persephone , 
87-S9 : 

“ Last as the likeness of a dying man, 

m Without his knowledge, from him flits to warn 
A far-off friendship {i.e. friend) that he comes no more.” 

582. keen, piercing. The shriek, of course, comes from 
Leolin’s lips. 

583. Shrill, sounded shrilly. Shrill, used as a verb, is a 
favourite word with Tennyson; cf. Enoch Arden, 175; “ hammer 
and axe, auger and saw ... shrill’d and rang Passing of Arthur , 
34 ; Sir Ocuahart , 5 ; The Talking Oak , 68 ; Demeter and Perse¬ 
phone, 60. JTor the rhythmic break, cf. General Introduction, II. 
(2) (e), (a), and Passing of Artlmr, 41, 42; 

ft From cloud to cloud, down tjje long wind the dream 
Shrill’d.” . 

■ 585. With a weird bright §ye, with a weirdly bright eye ; with 
a" strange, unearthly lighff in his eyes. The* line should be 
scanned : 

With a weird | bright eye, } sweating | and tr£m {b(e)lmg. 
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By this scansion trembling is pronounced as a trisyllable, as with 
warbling a in Sir Lancelot and Quceh Gvineverr , 34> : 

** By night | to eo |by warb | (e)lings. ” 

And Cowpcr, Catterina , 12: • 

“ By the nightingale wai*b|(e)lmg nigh.” 

The usage is common m Shakspere ; cl. Two Gentlemen of Verona, 
I. iii. 84 : „ 

“O, how | this spring (of love | roscm|b(e)leth,” 
and Coriolanu s i. i. 160: 

| 

“ You, the | great foe ( of this | assem | b(o)ly. 

See Abbott’s Shakes. Grammar, § 477* 

586. crackling into flames starting up^on end, like the flames 
of a briskly burning fire. *• 

588. his long arms, his extended arms. So, Martial, /£/>;>. 
vn. 20, has longa desetra , * witk.right arm stretched to its full 
extent.’ 

590. befool'd and Id&oted etc., callod a fool and an idiot by the 
other in bluff friendliness. See note to 1. 589. 

594. A breaker a revealer. Break, *in this sense, is always 
used of news or information that requiies care or delicacy in the 
telling. 

595. edged with death, black-edged, “ Mourning note paper,” 
here used to convey to Leolm the news of Edith's death, has a 
black border round it. 

*596. him, the. dear! man, Ijcnlin. himself, the Indian kins¬ 
man. 

%* 

597. with no bandit’s, not with a bandit’s blood (sec 11. 225* 
231) as^t had been before, but with the true and noble-hearted 
Leolm’s. Bandit (Ital. bandito) is properly one who is harmed or 
outlawed. 

599. his death, his dead body. Cf. life for living thing , Enoch 
Anien , 75; birth for thing born, Wordsworth, Immortality Ode , 
li. 7. 

609. his flock, his congregation, his parishioners. # Boo 1. 361 
and note. 

601. the years which are not dime’s, i>. ho was aged not by 
the lapse of tirrte, but by grief at Leoliu's late. Cf. Byron a 
Prisoner of Chilton, whose “hair ww» gray, but wot with years.” 

602. many t&maantt days etc, Sis life was shortened by 
several years through the terrible shock. 

694. the second death, Ce. the death of Leolkt* The recent 
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dea£h of Edith made Leoli^’s death, affect her but little, else 
she, being oue of the indirect agents that caused it would have 
hesitated to ask his brother to pseach her (laughter’s funeral 
sermon. 

s * 

606. to«flxul etc., to suggest texts or portions of Scripture to 

Averil for him to use as the*mottoes of his sermons. [It is im¬ 
plied that she, had given ^Averill the text he preached from. 
H. T.l 

* 607• harrow’d, distressed, wr*mg with grief. 

61)9. Darkly that day rose etc., [a day without sun, the only 
’ faint rwemldance of sunshine beigg the bright yellow of the 
1 faded autumn leaves, H. T.] 


615. hamlets. Hamlet is the old ham, home, with the double 
* diminutive suffix -let. 

617* widely murmur'd, talked of with disapproval all over the 
v district. 


• 618. TJieir own gray tower etc. The church-people of the 

neighbouring village)? deft their own churches, and the Noncon¬ 
formists left their o\Pn chapels, to come and hear Aver ill’s 
sermon. The former* as being more in sympathy with the 
#>ereaved man and Edit!* (who were church-people) and knowing 
them better, wore full mourning; the latter had only some bit 
of black about them as a token of their sorrow, plain-faced 
tabernacle, homely, unadorned place of worship (as opposed to 
the more ornamental Church). Tabernacle is the name given to 
the building used by the Jews for worship in their desert 
journey ; and hence is applied to (Nonconformist) places of wor¬ 
ship generally. • 

621. one night, a universal blackness; being draped all over 

the*interior with black velvet hangings, as is customary at the 
funeral service of a person of importance. 1 1 

622. greenish glimmerings, [greenish glass of the lancet- 
windows. H. T.] lancets, lancet-windows; high and narrow 
windows pointed like a lancet. They are a marked characteristic 
bf the early English style of Gothic architecture. 


628. tower’d, j.e. in the pulpit of the church. 

624. with, his hopes In either grave. With idle deaths of 
Leolin and Edith, all his hopes of the future were gope. 

625* Long o’er biB bent brows etc.." A clergyman, on entering 
the pulpit'to preich, bends his head in a eiient, preliminary 
mayor.;' *•, Averil) prayed thu^with his hand ever* his face for so 
Eng * thdo thot jS seehied as if w#tf at&Jctted by sbmC 

• magnetic his han<^ last, .ashy-pale, 

he withdbrw ; M*'* , '-: J .v:A ' i\ - .* M ■ \ r A ?v .' •/'' ' f * 
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627, 628. labour’d thrc^ Hla brief prayer-prelude, said jvith 
difficulty th<i short opening prayer. 

628, gave the verse, read out the verse oi the Bible as the 
tex^ of his sermon. 

629, 630. ‘ Behold etc. .See Bible, Matthew* xxiii. 38. The 
words are uttered by Christ in his lament over Jerusalem, and 
prophesy the approaching destruction of her temple and her 
capture and desolation by the Romans. • 

632. from his height etc. Th£ greatness and loneliness o§ his 
grief gave force and passion to bis words, as a stream gains 
impetus by falling from a Infight. 

633. Bore down in flood etc., gave free vent to his penjj-up feel¬ 
ings, and indignantly denounced the mjscliief and ruin that is« 
wrought Hi, the world. A similar Hnetaphor occurs in 11. 116*110. 

635. Never Bince etc., i.e. never since*the Deluge, when for 
their sins, all mankind wore drowned except eight persons, viz., { 
Noah and his wife and his threessons with their wives. £>ee Bible,* 
Genesis* vi., vii. our bad earth. Bad is emphatic here— 
*our earth on account of its badness.’ ^ 

636. rolling o’er the palaces of the proud. Cf. Milton’s {Par. 

Lost, xi. 747-749) description of the Deluge : • 

“ All dwellings else 

Flood overwhelm’d, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll’d,” 

639. When since etc,. This is a rhetorical question, the under¬ 
stood answer to whiqfy is ‘ Never. ’ Hence it is equivalent to the 
‘Never since’ ef 1. 634. which it replaces. Of. “has often” 
followed by “bow often,” 11. 699, 700, below. 

640-^43. the idolatries ..in the Highest? The idolatrous 
practices, which (whether as the worship of images or of 
man’s own lusts) in consequence of men’s low and unenlight¬ 
ened ideas about religion, exalted their false objects of devotion 
to the place of the Deity, and in professing to worship Him 
worshipped ouly their own errors and vices. “The Highest” is* 
several times used in the Bible as a synonym for Cod. See 
Psalms, xviii. 13, etc. shot up etc. In a cloudy sunset, shafts 
of shadow arc often shot up into the zenith. • 

644-646. * Gash thyself... thy^Jod. Tn the earlier times when 

coarse idolatry, such as that of Baal, was prevalent, the priests^ 
cut themselves with knives in honour of tlieir god, and Hi their* 
penances worshipped the worst qualities of their own nature?, 
since they attributed those worst qualities to their deity.’ See 
Bible, 1 Kings* xviii. 28, where *the priests of B&al are said 
to “ cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets 
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till* the blood gushed out upon th#m.” Ba&l, meaning lord, 
master , was tlj£ principal male deity of the Phncniglans. 

647-649. Then came a Lord.. thsfrose. Christianity then took 
the place of pagan idotytry, and men pictured to themselves the 
dawn of a milder and happier epoch. Cf. the description of the 
peaceful kingdom of Christ*in Bible, Imiah, xi. 6: “The calf 
and the young lion and l^ie failing together ; and a little child 
shall lead them.” And ib. xxxv. 1 : “ The wilderness and the 

% solitary place shall be gfacTfor £hem ; and the desert shall rejoice, 
un4 blossom a« the rose. ” 

650. «Cro^a thyself etc. Weak ^uid miserable man now glori¬ 
fies himself, and worships, instead of Bald, his own low desires 
and pleasures. For worm applied to man, cf. Bible, Job, xxv* 6 : 

> ** Man, that is a worn^” 

dkl. blockish God of acreage, Atf allusion to tho ftoman god 
Terminus" who presided over the boundaries of estates, and was 
represented without arms or feet. Acreage, collection of acres; 

* landed ^itates ; cf. fiowerage, 1^203. Tennyson has elsofruitage, 
yarlandage , srajfoldage, package, ackage, rummage. 

653. Thy God is far dilfused etc., instead of an individual idol, 
man now worships a wide-spread deity in the shape of parks and 

* mansions and money an*l titles and pedigrees. 

655. living gold, gold that seems alive, because, being put out 
to interest, it keeps growing and increasing in amount. The 
living principle in money is that it can of itself reproduce money. 
The simple-hearted Edmund in 7 he Brook (1, 7) thought money 
“ a dead thing.” 

656. title-scrolls, [title-deeds. H. T.]* gorgeous heraldries 

splendid coats of arms. v 

1559. Thou wilt not gash etc., you practise no self-mortification 
in the worship of this god. 

659. Fares richly etc., like the worldly rich man in Christ’s 
parable who “was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day ” (Bible, Luke, xvi. 19). 

' 659, 660. not a hair Ruffled upon the scarfskin, you are so 

softly and delicately clad that not even a hair of your skin is 
discomposed. *Scarfakin is the epidermis or outer surface skin. 

661. 662* The deathless yule r ... cannot die, the 
that directs and controls yon# mortal body is corrupted by your 
sensuality, and so doomed to eternal damnation. The representation 

* of th« human body as the house or mansion of the soul is common 

•in literature; cf. Shake. 'Ekmpcsl, i. ii. 457-451^ where Miranda 

says’ of Ferdinand : * 

“ There ?s nothing yi can dwell in such a temple ; 

If the ill spirit nave so fair a .house, 

G^od things will strive io tl\%pll with’t.” 
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And The Promise of May, u. : # 

,, “ O tlii«s mortal house, 

Which we are botjn into, is haunted by 
The ghosts of the (lead passiOps of dead men,” 

Again, St. Ay nets’ Eve, 19 : o 

“ So in mine earthly house I am.” 

Of. also Tennyson’s poem, The Deserted House, meaning the dead 
body, 

063. thou numherest, thou art numbered ; you profess to i >e a 
follower of Christ. . 

664. ‘‘ Leave all and folldw me.” Christ’s words to*the rich 
young man were “ Sell all tlint thou hast, and distribute junto the 
poor, ... and come, follow me.” And P<$er says to Christ after¬ 
wards, **Cjo, we have lefti all ahd followed thee.” See Bible, 
Luke, xviii. 22, 28. k ' 1 

663. with His light about thy feet, with the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ to guide your stppg, The old Baal-worshippers liad 1 
not your eulightenmcnt and are therefore more exc,usable than 
you. 

666. with His message etc., familiar as you arc with Christ’s 

command to His followers to lead unwoildly lives. • 

667. thy brother man, »,«. the incarnate Christ. Of. Bible, 
Hebrews, ii, 17 ; “ Wherefore in all things it behoved him (i.e 
Jesus) to 1 k» made like unto liiH brethren” {/.*. mankind). 

668. Bora Of etc. Christ’s motlici, the Virgin Mary, belonged 
to the village of Nazareth. His reputed father, Joseph, was a 
cdfcpentcr. See Bible# Luke, i. 2iJ, 27 ; Matthew, xiii. 53. 

660. Wonderful etc. Cf. Bible, Isaiah , ix. 6: “His (i.e, the 
promised Messiah’s) name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty Cod, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace ” 

670. the two, i.e, the worshippers of Baal and the worshippers 
of their own lusts. C’f. Bible, Gotornanv, iii. 6: “Covetousness, 
the which is idolatry.” 

671, 672. passing through the fire Bodies. As was done in the 

Worship .of Moloch Cf. Bible, Jeremiah, xxxii. 35: “ They built 
the high places of Baal, . . to cause their sons amPtheir daughters 
to pass through the tiro unto Moloch ”; and Milton* Par. Lost, 
I. 392-6: a 

** First Moloch, horrid king, besmear’d with blood 
Of human sacrifice, and parents’ tears** < 

Though for the noise of arufcos and timbrels loud 
Their children’s cries unheara, that past through fife 
To his grim idol.” # 

' 672-674. thru 1 the smoke, The blight... likeness. Blight Is 
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io lje taken in apposition with smoke * The passage means that 
;he modern worldling is crueller than the old Moloch-worshipper 
aecause, while ^he latter burnt the bodies, the former destroys 
die souls of his children by subjecting them to the corrupting 
nfluence of mean aixns'hnd ambitions, and so makes his children 
is depraved us himself. * 

675. Thy better born et$., one of a higher nature than you, 
who is unhappy in being the child of such a parent as you 
ire. 

8^6. grow straight and flair—, grow up. to be high-principled 
xud pime-hegrted. Observe the amtsiopesis. Words like “You 
know wn&i would be such a child’s rate from what has happened 
to Edit)},” are implied. 

6J7 I was bid#* Seejl. 607^608. ^ 

679. Falser than Rachel etc. See Bible, Genesis , ixix. 1-10, 
where the first meeting of Jacob and Rachel at the well of 
Haran is described, palmy well, well surrounded with palm- 
brees. 


680. Fairer than Ruth etc. See Bible, Ruth, ii. 2-17, for the 

atory of Ruth's gleaning corn in the fields of Boaz. Cf. Hood, 
Ruth! * 

* ‘ She stood brdhst-high amid the com. 

Clasp'd with the golden light of morn,” eto. 

681. Fair as the Angel etc. See Bible, Luke, i. 28 : “And the 
angel (Gabriel) came in unto her (Mary), and said. Hail, thou 
that art highly-favoured, the Lord is with thee j blessed art thou 
among women. ” 

683. For so mine own etc. As the angelic presence hired 
Mary's house with divine radiance, so Edith's coming lighted up 
our homes with joy. For - I say “ sudden light,” for such was 
the effect upon my own house. 

684. that beam of Heaven, the welcome, blessed presence of 
Edith. 


687. Child of shame, illegitimate child. 

688. The common care etc. A version of the well-known say¬ 
ing, “ Whom ewsry one cares for no one cares for.” A child who 
has no speei&rclaim upon any one's care gets little or no care 
bestowed upon him. 

689-691. wasting his forgotten heart ... In gambols, giving 
vent to his neglected feelings of affection in play with. Edith! as 
though she Were jnis mother. See 1. 169 and note. 


^ Rad such a^ star of^morning etc., there dhts such a gentle 
andcheenng look in her blue eyes. So ‘TOgjphyson (Dream of Fair 
?foine%.9^)lukB “ The star-like sorrows ofimmortal eyes ” for the 
and gentlelooks of sorrow ha them. % * . 

, \ ' s'* ^ ' V , • } 
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69.1. all neglected places etc., ay those who wore lonely and 
uncared for by their follow-men were instinctivelY filled with joy 
at the sight of her. C’f. BihW, Ivaiuh, In. 9 : ‘ Break forth into 

joy, sing together, ye waste places of Terijsalem.” 

(59?). Low was her voice. t’f. Slinks. King Lear, v. in. 272-8; 

“ Her (Cordelia's) voice was ever soil, 

(Jentie, ami low, an excellent 1 thing in woman.” 

695 697- won mysterious way . silendb. It was strange how • 
nearly deaf persons, to whom a lrtud voice was alipost inaudiUe, 
could' hear her soft accents. ™ 

697. free of alms, liberal iiV giving aims. a*contraction 

of tin* old trisyllabic ahnesnr (from Latin e/e< ntosgna) is properly 
singular. 9 

698. Thcfhand etc. See above, ft 151, etc. 

701. laid . smooth, smoothed and arranged his pillow when 
he was ill of fo\cr. Tennyson uses ft reran*, rather than the 
weaker form ftrtrhh, in Enoch *Anlen t 280. The word occurs 
four times in Sliaksperc 

708. burthen. Tennyson prefers this, the older, spelling to the 
commoner burrit n. See also 1. (512. 

704. spiritual doubt, religious difficulty or perplexity. 

705. when some heat etc , when a dispute broke out between 
you. 

706. glide between your wraths etc , interpose between you 

when you were angry, and gently and quietly put a stop to the 

quarrel. * 

707. walk’d, led liei life. 

708. Wearing the light yoke etc., i.t. she was a disciple of the 
loving Jkjsus, whose mission was one of peace. <’f. Bible, 
Matthew, xi. 29, 80: “ Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart Eor my yoke (?.e. ser¬ 
vice! is easy.” 

709. Who still’d etc. When (’hrist and his disciples w’ere 
crossing the Sea of Galilee, a great storm beat upon the boat, 
and they appealed to Him for help. Wheieup<m He “arose, 
and rebuked the winds and the sea : and there was a gseat calm.” 
See Bible, jM atthew, viii. 28-27. T |Jhe Sea of Galilee or Lake of 
Tiberias lies to the north east of Palestine. 

710. One, *.*. Leolin. 

712. he was wqjrthy love, lie deser^l to be loved. Love is to • 
be parsed as in the adverbial objective case, after worthy , denoting 
value, 

715*717. this frail bark...captain’s knowledge, in an extremity 
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of suffering, weak men may put an end to their lives without 
being guilty of % self-murder, and even without krawing what 
they were doing. He suggests ttiat his brother committed 
suicide in a moment of ^en/.y. The “pilot ” and the “ captain ” 
represent tire conscious self of the man (the “frail bark m 

717. hope with me, share my hope that Leolin was not respon¬ 
sible for his deed. • • 

718. went hence with aflame, died a shameful death. For the 
repetition of shame, see note to h 487. 

7 ^LNor mine the fault, and I am not to be blamed. 

720. i%.can$ chairs, chairs in wflicb the loved one will no 
longer sit. Cf. Longfellow, Resignation, 8, 4 : 

“ There is n<^ fireside, howsoe’er defended. 

But has one vatftnt chair ! ” 

And In Mefnorlam, xx* : 

“ To see the vacant chair, and think 
3jfcw good ! how kind ! and ho is gone.” 

Also To J. S. 22, 23 : 

“ r l w o years his chair is seen 
Empty before us.” 

widow d walls, house bereft of the loved inmates. Tennyson 
uses widow’d (for bereft) of “ a dying king, Laid widow’d of the 
power in his eye ” in Morte d* Arthur, 122, and of his heart in 
In Memoriam, lxxxv. So “widow’d hour” for ‘hour of be¬ 
reavement,’ ib. XL. 

723. Sons of the glebe, farm labourers, rpstics ; Lat. adscript 
r/lebce, those attached to the soil. The usual phrase is “ sons of 
the soil ” ; in his avoidance of the commonplace, Tennyson sub¬ 
stitutes glebe for soil; see General Introduction II. (2), {d}. Glebe 
is the Lat. {/I eh a, a clod of earth. Ordinarily the word "means 
land belonging to a parish church or to an ecclesiastical benefice. 
With other frowns etc., i.e. their frowns were frowns of anger, 
and not such as those which contract the brow in the glare of 
sunshine. 

724. for summer shadow, to shelter their eyes from the sun. 

725. it seem'd; it seemed to himself. 

726. No i&le sheet-lightnings etc., when he saw that the 
preacher was not expressing mer€ general regret at what had hap¬ 
pened, but was making a bitter personal attack upon him. Polemic 
orator\*is often cofopared to thunder or lightning ; cf. Milton, 
Mar. Regained , rv. 270, 271^f the Athenian oratprs, who 

“ Fulmin'd over Greece 
To Macedon, and Arta xerxes’ throne. ” 

And.Aristophanes, Achamians, 531, of Pericles; fyrTpairr’, ifipbvra. 
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£uj'fcM/Ka Tif)v JfiXXdSa, “ h"» lightened, ho thundered, lie threw 
Greece into tv ferment.” 

728. Sat anger-charm’d ftrom sorrow. Hie anger acted as a 
spell upon him to prevent any indication of grief/ soldier-like, 
holding his head high. 

729. when the preacher's etc., when the tones of the preacher’s 

voice softened as he described, one after another, the amiable 
qualities of Edith. < , 

732. twitch, convulsive movement, indicative of emotion, 
iron, rigid, inflexible. For 'iVnnyson’s metaphorical use cr this 
word, or. A Dream of Fair Women, 106 : “ iron yA*rs Maud, 
Fart L, xvm. iv. ; “iron skies”; In Memorinm, xo. : “an 
iron welcome.” 

733. h<£d up, retain his f*rnmcL3. 

734. 1 shall shame etc., *.<?. by losing my self-control and 

giving vent to iny feelings. % 

738. O thou that killest ot«j Tho passage is adapted from* 
Christ’s reproachful lament over Jerusalem (see note to 1. 629), 
Bible, Matthew, xxiii. 37 : “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets, and stoncst them that are sent uuto thee ! ” 
And Luke, xix. 42: “If thou hadst known, .. the things wliicls 
belong unto thy peace ! ” The preacher applies OlirisFs reproach 
against tho prophet-killing .leiusalom to Sir Aylmor’s conduct 
towards his daughter— 4 Would that you, who have caused your 
duughter’B death, had understood what was conducive to your 
own happiness and ours ! * 

i741. Is there no prophet etc. Christ in tlio words quoted 
above refers to * the Hebrew prophets, such as Zechariah, who 
was stoned at the commandment of King Joash for denouncing 
his idolalry (2 (Vi ran ides, xxiv. 19-22), and John the Baptist, who 

S reaeh6d in the wilderness of Judaea, “ Repent ye : for the king- 
om of heaven is at hand” {Matthew, iii. 2). But, Averill says, 
there are other prophets besides these ; our own children, who 
are bettor Christians than ourselves and who, by their lives and 
conduct, call us from sin to godliness, are prophets and teachers * 
to us. 

743. On the narrow way, leading a Christian life* The reference 
is to Bible, Matthew, vii. 13, 14: “ Broad is the way that leadeth 
to destruction . . Harrow is the way which leadeth unto life.” 

745. “Come up hither.” Cf. Bible, RevelaJtwn, xi. 12: “And # 
they (the t*o witnesses for God) heard a great voice fromlfieaven 
saying unto thepi, Come up hither. , < * 

746. Ik there no atoning etc., i.e. Edith and Leolin, though 
not actually stoned (as Zechariah «was), have been killed by the 
harsh treatment they received. 
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743- No desolation etc., our homes have been desolated, 
not by sword ayl fire (as Jerusalem was), but by tit© loss of our 
loved ones, caused by human wilfu^css and cruelty. 

750. darker, earthlie*. The loss of my brother has cast a 
gloom o vet my life and madc^ne feel hard and unspiritual. 

751. he Is past your prayers, he is dead and therefore you can* 
not pray for him. Prayers for the dead are not recognised in the 
^English Church. 

7&!. Not pas^ etc., but he is'not beyond the reach of God’s 
aburatant mercy. 

75)1. long-suffering-, patient under wrong. 

754. <4 poor in spirit,” humble-minded. Of. Bible, Matthew, v. 
3, w^erc Christ says, “B31essed»are tjje poor in spirit: ^or theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. ” 

755. Have twisted 'Sack etc., men nowadays have become so 

haughty and self-opinionated, that the term “poor in spirit” has 
suffered tf reaction in its meaning, and “poor-spirited” is now 
used in the sense of weak and cowardly. Similarly silly once 
meant “blessed”; and “ plain,, artless,” has gained the 

sense of “foolish.” Cf. the Greek word cbftys, properly “good* 
Matured, guileless,” and ilhen “silly.” For the expression in the 
text, cf. Locksley Hall Sixty Years Aftcr , 235, 236 : 

“ Remember how the course of Time will swerve, 
Crook and turn upon itself in many a backward 
streaming curve.” 

And Palace of Art , 257 : 

“ Back on herself her serpent pride had curled.” 

758. To blow etc., to publish and denounce everywhere the 
cruel deaths of Edith and Leoliu, who were sacrificed *to the 
pride of Sir Aylmer. Cf. Shaks. Macbeth , i. vii. 21-24 ; 

“ Pity, like a naked new-born babe. 

Striding the blast, or heaven’s cherubin, horsed 
Upon the sightless couriers of the air, 

Shall,blow the horrid deed in every eye.” 

759. Bent lik^etc. Cf. Bible, Judges, xix. 29. A Levite, 
whose concubine had been outraged by the men of Gibeah, 
divided her dead body into twelVte pieces and sent them to all the 
tribes of Israel as a summons to avenge the wrong. 

* 760. But yonder,* i.e. in France.- See note to 1. 265. earth 
lightens etc. The innate wickedness of the wt»rld (which is 
compared to the earth’s central fires) is bursting out into a blase 
►in France. # 

762. The red fruit etc., the bloodshed faulting from a former 
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Baal-worship (see 11. 650 etc., 670 ej;c.). The meaning is tha^the 
murder of tap French nobility by the Revolutionists is the out¬ 
come of the former’s previous luxury and greed, who ‘‘worshipped 
thsir own lusts.” v 9 

70S. The heads etc. In 1793, during the Reign of Terror, the 
guillotine was daily at work in Fans and other French cities. 
King Louis XVI. wife beheaded on IMst January ; Philip, Duke 
of Orleans, on 8th November.* p 

764. They cling together etc. *• [He alludes to a report, more 

horrible than credible, that, when the heads Wefc taken of 
the sack, two were sometime*,found clinging together, or/'fiaving 
bitten iuto the other in the momentary convulsion that followed 
decapitation. H. T.J • 

765. shfmbles, a slaughter-house; litf butchers’ stalls, irom 
M. E. Rename? , a bench, JLat. sccbbetfvm . a foot-stgol. naked 
marriages etc., naked men and women, tied to each other, are 
hurled from the luidgos over the Loire. After the defeat of the in - 4 
surrcction in La Vendee, in theftortli-west of France, Carrier, the 
republican Representative at Nantes, ordered numerous prisoner s, 
tied up in sacks, to be thrown into the river Loire. These 
executions were called Noyadev, or DrowningH, and at first took 
place at night. Hut “by degrees, daylight itself uitneu&etf 
Noyades : women and men are tied together, feet and feet, hands 
auu hands; and flung in : this they call Jl ferriage Republican), 
Republican Marriage Dumb, out of Buffeting now, as pale 
swoln corpses, the victims tumble confusedly seaward along the 

’ Loiie stream; the tide rolling them back: clouds of ravens 
dtjrken the river ; waives prowl on the shoal-places ” (Carlyle’s 
French JicoolutKfU). 


766. ever-murder’d, suffering under continual executions And 
massacres. 

767. shores that darken etc., the packs of wolves that collect 
to feed on the corpses, form dark patches on the banks of the 
rivers. See note to 1. 764. For darken, of. Goldsmith, JJcstrted 
Village, 401, 402: 

“ Downward they move, a melancholy band, 

Pass from the shore and darken all the sti^nd.” 


768. the sick sea. By the Pathetic Fallacy, the ,,ea is repre¬ 
sented an sick or disgusted at the blood which the rivers carry 
down to it. 

769. Is this a time etc. This is not a fit tidie, when lift loweF 

orders in Franco are turning in wild rage upon the aristocracy*, 
for me to add to the excitement by denouncing the crime ‘of an 
English aristocrat. , 

' 770. Was this a time etc. ■ With the dreadful example of 
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the ^French aristocracy before their *eyes, surely this was not 
a fit time for the Aylmers to,display their arrogancf. 

771. Pharaoh^s darkness, i.e. a jjhick and palpable darkness, 
such as that which coujgituted the ninth plague of Egypt, # JSee 
Bible, Exodus, x. .21-23. folds, enfolding darkness. 

772. Whidh hid the Holiest etc., which, at the Crucifixion, hid 
Christ from the people’s gasSe shortly before Tie died. See Bible, 

^JMatthew, xxvii. 45, etc. # 


774. onr narrow world etc., Air small community cannot help 
dis^ssing it. * canvass, lit. * to sift through canvas ’; Ok. 
K&vvajs&lk bate cannabis, hemp. # 

776. their own desire accomplish'd, the accomplish meat of 
their o\4%i desire ; a Latin coustrnction, cf. 1. 537 and note. 

7TP7. Their own gray hairs %t-c., bring their aged dives to a 
sorrowful dose. Cf. Jiible, Genesis, xlii. 38, where J acob, when 
y asked to part with Benjamin, says “ Then shall ye bring down 
• my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.” 

778, 77^. broke the bond ... times to come, succeeded in sever* 
ing the connexion between Edith and Leolin, whose marriage 
would have perpetuated the Aylmer family. For bond, cf. 1. 425. 


% 780. wove coarse webs*etc., devised low and vulgar schemes to 
beguile their innocent daughter. The allusion is to the parents* 
attempts to “sell her for her good,” related above, 11. 484, etc. 

781. Grossly, in unseemly fashion, without delicacy, dear 

daughter’s good. Otaervo the bitter irony of the expressions 
“dear” and “good” here, and cf. 11. 403, 848. Good, i.c, good 
according to their notions, but really harm* * 

782. knew not what they did. Adapted from Christ’s prayer 

for-His crucifiers, Bible, Luke, xxiii. 34 : “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do.” « 

785. left them hare, have they ‘not forfeited our love and 
reverence? 


786. take their heritage, i.c. a stranger will be their heir. Cf. 
•1. 779. 


788. one storm etc. Their home will be rendered utterly 
desolate. The ^prophecy was literally fulfilled, since “ the great 
Hall teas wholly broken down ” (l. 846). Cf. Bible, Mark » xjli % 
where Christ, foretelling the destruction of the Temple, says : 
* “ There shall not be left one stone upon another, that' shall not 
4>e thrqjyn down,”* . . 


f 793. ere fide agony, shorty before the time of*His anguish of 
sp^in the g^etijof 0ethsemepe. ^ .... ; • 

* 794. Wot gold. Cf. Bible, Matthew, 


*xiii. m vj 


. nay > whosoever 
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shall swear by the temple? it is nothing ; but whosoever §hall 
swear by the*gold of the temple, he is a debtor ! r ”—a passage in 
which Christ condemns the sophistical distinctions of the Scribes 
and Pharisees between valiu and invalid oaths. The Aylmera 
are compared to these quibbling, self-deluding Pharisees, in 
their narrow, mistaken views of duty. ' 

795. Tlieir own traditions God. «Cf. Bible, Mark , vii. 13, 
whe re Christ condemns the Pharisees fgr “ making the word of 
God of none effect through ygur tradition.” Similarly the 4 
Aylmera made an idol of their family pride. - c 

790, a world’s curse, execrated by mankind. Gf. Ijjhble^sfSaiaA, 
Ixv. 15 : “Ye (the unfaithful Jews) shall leave your name for a 
curse unto my chosen.” « 

797. “How like a hcav^ dull # refrail#of prophetic grie^and 
indignation recurs the dreadful text, ‘Your house ^ left unto 
you desolate ! (Van Dyke’s Poetry of Thnvyson.) 

798. brook’d, could not endure ; Old Eng. brilcan, to use,, 
enjoy. 

799. her heart etc., her feelings had been stirred and gave her 
no rest, remorselessly, unsparingly, unremittingly. 

800. crampt-up, stifled, kept from outward manifestation, fo^ 

fear she should “ shame herself and him ” (1. 734). # 

SOL unresisting, listless, compliant; especially in not having 
dared to oppose her husband in regard to Edith. See 11. 28-30. 

802. their eyes, the looks of the congregation, 

803. the curtains of their seat. The squire of an English 
country parish has, i# had in old times, a special pew, of lai’ge 
dimensions, oftefi provided with curtains which run round the 
top of the sides. The old coloured curtains had been replaped 
by hlaqk ones in sign of mourning, and Lady Aylmer had taken 
care that these should be of the best velvet. 

804. of the costliest, i.e. of the costliest kind. Cf. “When the 
room was at its fullest,” where Mate is understood. 

805. fain had she, she would have gladly. Cf. 1. 407 and* 
note. 

807. inch by inch. The repetition of an ae&tii was denoted 
in Old English by repeating the adverbial phrase* as by inch* 
by inch; then the first hy wa$ omitted, and so we get inch 
by inch. 

808; Wifelike, with the craving for sympathy and fnpporfr 
characteristic qf a wife, he yeilm etc. The gesture showed 
that liis feelings were overcoming hiih. 

, 812. nave, the middle or l>ody of a church. From Lat. navem t 
accusative of navi*, a ship, the early Christian Church being 
pften likened to a ship^bossed by waves. 
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814. Seam’d, wrinkled, fallow, trivial, petty. 

815. Lord o&all the landscape. Cf. 1. 21 andenote. Land¬ 
scape„ formerly landslip, containH^he Dutch suffix -schap ~ Eng. 
-ship, as in friendship.* 

816. last, furthest, most distant. 

818. the middle aisle, thp middle of the aisle,—a Latin ism, like 
media urbs, the middle city, i.e. the middle of the city. Aisle, a 
passage in a church, is from L^t. ala , a wing. 

SjfJO. to his ^Aeath, to the slaughter-house, where he was to be 
kill^ # 

823. flnials, the carved ornamental work on the top of the 
pointed ends of the pews, with which they are finished off (Lat. 
finifis, finishing, termHial). 

824. lyehgate, or ^fh-gate, num Midtye Eng. lick , 

a body, a corpse ; a churchyard gate with a porch, under which, 
at a funeral, the bier was rested while the introductory part of 
the biuflal service was read. *l’he word occurs in lieh-wake, the 
wake or watch held over a corpse, and in the name of the 
English city, Lichfield. 

825. porch, i.e. the pprch or entrance of tho church. 

826. the gate, i.e. the lycligate, which led through the church¬ 
yard or burial-ground to the church itself. 

827. Save under pall with hearers, except in their coffins. The 
coffin is covered with a black cloth or pall, which is held in the 
funeral procession of a great person, by ^mil-bearers. Cf. Wel¬ 
lington Ode, 6 : “ Warriors ca^ry tho warrior’,*pall. ” 

•829. went to seek her child, followed her child to the grave ; 
died. % 

831. the change and not the change, the change in his life 
caused by the loss of his wife .and child, unaccompanied by any 
change in his material surroundings. The oxymoron is like the 
Gk. fx7jT7}p dnifjTtop, ‘ a mother that is no mother ’ (Kophoclcs, 
Electra, 1154). Cf. “faith unfaithful” and “falsely true” 
{Lancelot anj/P Maine, 872), 4 * born-unborn” (Locksley Hall 
Sixty Years After , 98), and note to 1. 515. 

832. those Art eyes etc. C£ The Day-Dream , 43, 44 : 

if * ‘Those old portraits of old kings, 

Thftt watch the sleepers from the wall. ” 

. $35. Began to droop, *o fall, he grew fedble in body and 
mind. 

837. Dead, i.e. mentally dead. As far as his intellect was con¬ 
cerned. he was dead two vears before his actual death. 
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839, His keepers, his attendants .who took care of him. ^He 
escaped them 0 by dying. 

840. the narrow gloom, the ^lark ness of the narrow grave. 

84). wanted, was without, at his end,cat his funeral. 

842. The dark retinue etc., the procession of mourners that 
attend the funeral of a rich man merely out of respect for his 
wealth aud station. Dark means ‘ wearing black clothes * in sign 
of mourning. He finite is accented on the, second, instead of the 
first syllable, as in The Princess, ei. 179 : 

“ Went frirth j in 16ng | reti|nae frill | owing rip 
And Guinevere, 396: * * 

“Of his | and her | reti|nue mrivjing thriy.” , 

Milton and Shakspere always accent the word in this way. 

844. a vanish'd race, the extinction of his family. 

845. the violet etc. [Some one strewed violets on the grave 
of Nero. H. T.] 

847. parcell’d, divided, distributed. . C 

848. their daughter’s good. See notes to 11. 483, 781. 

849. the hawk’s cast, feathers, fur,' or other indigestible 
matters ejected from the stomach by*a hawk after he has 
devoured his prey. his run, the burrow or tunnel excavated 
by the mole, a small quadruped, which loads a subterranean life, 
feeding chiefly on earth-worms, mole is a curtailed form of the 
older moldwarp , mould-thrower. 

859. hedgehog, a small, prickly-backed, insectivorous quad- 
ruffed, which makf.s a hole or nestffor itself six or eight inches 
deep, plantain, a common weed, with broad, strong leaves. 

851. fondles, by passing his fore-paws over it. 

852. sfow-worm (or blind-worm), a reptile that feeds on earth¬ 
worms, insects, etc., [properly slay-worm. It was believed to bo 
venomous. H. T.] weasel, a small animal with a thin, long 
body. It feeds on mice, rats, moles, and small birds. 

853. The lines 849-853 admirably picture the complete desola¬ 
tion that marks the site of the ** great Hall” It has become the 
familiar haunt and home of timid wild animals that, shun -any 
trace of human habitation. 
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A 

Absolute clauses, 108, 227, 339. # 
Abstract for conn 1 1 *, 177 599. 
According hearts, 453. 

Acreage, 051. 

Aeiimonies, 503. 

Adulteries, 370. 

Aghast, 330. 

A fhtcratiw compounds, 168,256. 
Allow (~ approve), 120. 
Allowance. 410. 

Amulet, 507. 

Angei charm’d, 728. 

Aposiojn m* t 676. 

Aylmer Aylmer, 13 
Aylmer; sin, 123. 

B 

B&d, 644, 650, 665, 671. 

Babyisms, 539? 

Bandit, 597. 

Bar, 118, 134. 

Baths, The, 27, 205. 

Beam’d their boat, 69, 227. 
Bedfcdden, 178. 

Beeswing, 405. 

Beetling, 229. 

Befool'd* 590* 

Benchers, 47$ 


Bout, 445. 

Bine, 113. 

Bum, 405. 

Black republic, 529. 

Blight, 672. 

Blockish God, 651. 

Blossom ball, 87. 
tSlues and reds, 251. 

Bonier mairiage, 263. 

Bottom, 254. 

Bounteously made, 74. 

Brand of John, 509. 

Breathmg while, 449. 

Breaker, 594. 

Bustle up (of hair), 42. 

Broken ung, 135. # 

Bioodmg shelter, 138. 

Brook’d, 798. 

Brotliei roan, 667. 

Burr, 113. 

Burthen, 703. 

C 

Call’d to the bar, 59. 

Canvass, 774. 

Cast, 481. 

Caucasians, 348. 

Chancellor, §97. 

Change and not the change,83l 
Charier, 448. 
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Chestnut.. 

Child of shame, 687. 
Childly wayfA, 181. 
Coarse webs, 780. 

Coir^d ivgrds, 539. 
Common care, 088. 
Cordon, 500. 

Costly Sahib, 233. 
Counter, 282. 

County God, 14. 

Crackling into flames, 586. 
Cramp'd-up, 800. 

Cross-lightnings, 129. 

1 ) 

Daisy-chair*; 87. 

Darken, 767. 

Daughters of God, 45. 
Dear diminutives, 539. 
Deead, 82, 442. 

Deedful, 196. 

Despot dream, 527. 
Differences, 274. 

Dimpling, 149. 

Down the wind, 495. 
Dying house, 661. 

E 

Eaves, 163. 

Ecliptic, 193. 

Edged with death, 595. 
Egalitics, 265. 

Eldest born, 484. 

’Em, 188. 

Ever-murder'd, 766. 

F 

Fain, 467, 805. 

Fairy footings, 90, 

,, palms, 91. 
pines, 92 
Farter, 491, 

Fescue, 530. 

Feverous, 701. 

Fiat, 26. 


FIELD. 


Finely, 75. 

Finials, S23. 

Five-beaded, 186. 

Fixfc eyes, 832. 

Flametf, 409. 

Flattering, 1*F5. 

Fling, 399. 

Flock, 361, 600. 

Flow’d and ebb’d, 218 
•Flowerage, 203. 

Flush, 459. * 

Foam’d away his Heart,^42. 
Fold, 361. 

Foreran, 80. 

Forged ,«96. 

Frail bark, 715. 

French Revolution, 265, f 464 
760 etc. 

f Frothily, 530. 

G 

Ghastly sack, 764. 

Gilly flowers, 159. 

Glebe, 723. 

Go-between, 523. 

Golden hopes, 464. 

Gorgeous heraldries, 656. 
Greenish glimmerings, 622. 
Grizzled, 8. 

Grossly, 781. 

H 

Hamlet, 615. 

Harrow’d, 607. 

Hawk’s cast, 849. 

Heat of difference, 705. 
Heaved shouldef, t 466. 
Hedgehog, 850. 

Hedgerow texts, 171. 

Holly-hocks, 164. 
Home-circle, fijp4. 

I 

Ice-ferns, 222. 

Idioiod, 590. 
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Immemorial intimacy, 39, 13Q. 
In flood, 339, 633. 

Inch by inch, S97. 

Insipid, 28. 

Inverted scripture. An, 44. 
Irony , 121*, 240, 463, 781 

J 

Jasmine, 157. 

Jilt?'}, 353. 


Milky-way, 160. 
Millennial, 514. 9 
Mine of memories, 10. 
Minion, 533. 

Minuet, 207. 

Mock sunshine, 609. 
Mole, 849, 

Moral of the poem , 1. 
Music of the moon, 102. 
* Mystic star, 72. 

N 


K 

Kissing his vows, 472 

I, 

‘Lancets, 622. 

Landscape, 815. 

Latmism.H, 375, 537, 776, 818. 
Lean heart, 526. 
iglit yoke, 708. _ 

iglitning of the hour, 441. 
Lintel, 331. 

Living gold, 655. 

Lodges, 145. 

Long arms, 588. 
Lowly-lovely, 168. 

Lychgate, 824. 

* M 

Magic cup, 142. 

Magnetic, 625. 

Make-believes, 95. 

Malayan amuck, 463. 
“Mammon, 374. 

Manelike, 68. * 

Manorial lord, ^513. 

Marestail, 92. 

Martin-haunted, 163. 
Martin’s summer, 560. 
*Mastei»of all, 132.* 

Meteor of a season, 205. 
Middle-aisle, 818. 

, Midriff, 15. 

Mildew’d, 383. 


Naked marriages, 765. 
Narrow gloom, 840. 

,, world, 774. * 
Nave, 812. • 

Nest in bloom, A, 150. 

«Niggard, 450. 

Nightly, 490. 

Northern Dreamer, 161. 
Not pro'ven, 53. 

I 

O 

Of ( = by), 167. 

Of Iho costliest, 804. 
Ordeal by kindness, o61. 
Oxymora 515, 831. 

P 

Pall, 827. 

Palmy well, 679. 

Parcel-bearded, 152. 

Par cell’d, 347. 

Parenthesis, 168. 

Parish wits, 521. 

Passes, 209. 

Passing thro’ the fire, 671. 
Pensive beauty, 70, 
Pharaoh’s darkness, 771. 
Pheasant lords, 381. 
Phosphorescence, 116. 

, Pitted, 93, 256.* 

Plantain, 850. 

Plight, 135. 

Pock-pitfcen, 256. 
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Poor in spirit, 754. 
Poppy-mmgiecl, 31. 
Practise, 302. 

P rn^ T er-xrrelud e, 028. 
Precedent, 430. 
Proven, 53, 182. 
J*rorerb, 188. 
Pyramidal, 20. 


Q 

Quintessence, 388. 

R 

% 

Range of ijpofs, 47. 

Rated, 378. 

Red fruit, 702. 

,, rose, 50. 

Remorselessly, 799- 
lie petition of a phrase, 428. 
Repetition of a word , 487 , 572, 
601-2. 

Retinue, 842. 

Rhythm » 80, 16S, 209, 441, 583, 
585. 

Rigid colour, 281. 

Rival rose, 455. 

Hotatory Thumbs, 1®9. 

Ruled the hour, *194. 

Run, 849. 


S 


Sacred, 426, 

SaUowy,, 147. 
Sdfejjttlne, 04. 

- Saturate, 377. 

Scarf skin, 060. 
Seam’d, 814. 
Seconded, 559. 
Semi-iealousy, 189. 
Shambles, 705. 
Sheet-lightnings, 726. 
Shook, 62, 216.* 
Shrill, 583. 

Sick aca, 768. 


Sicklier iteration, 299. 

Sleepy Land, A, 33. 

Slight, 238. * 

Slow-v^orm, 852. 

Smatteringly, 433. . 
Seldier-likc, *728. . 

Sops of men, *44. 

,, ,, the glebe, 723. 

Soul-ftnitten, 525. 

1 Sound-play, 48J. 

Bow’d her name, 88. 

Spiritual doubt, TO4. 

Stale devil, 290. 

Star of morning, 692. 
•Stiffcnffig, 273. 

Straight and fair*, CJ6. 
Stumbliflg-blocks of scorn, 538. 
Summcr-blanch’d, 152. 

,, burial, 104. # 

,, shadow, 724. 

Swang, 19. 

T 

Tabernacle, 618. 

Telepathy, 578. 

Temple-eaten terms, 105. 
Tented winter-field, The, 11C 
The (instrumental), 384. 

Title-scrolls, 656. 

Touchwood, 514. 

Traveller’s joy, 152. 

Treasure-trove, 515. 

Trembling (trisyll.), 585. , 
Twisted back, 755. 

Twitch, 732. 

Two-footed, 126. 

•y 

. Unimpassion’d, 334. 

* Unresisting, 861. 


Vacant chairs, 720. 
Vanished, race,, 844, - * 


. «f s. 
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Vital spirits, 201. 

Violfct, 845. 

• 

W 

Waning rod, 400. 

Wanted, 811. 

Warm, 260. 

•Warm-blue breathings, 1*5. 
Wasted ( - spen^), 109. 
Wealthy scabbard, 250. 
Wear tjffts gat%md, J12. 

* Weasel, 852. 

WeatheAsock'd, 17 
•Whi^e rose, 51. 

Widow’d walls, 720. 
Wife-huntimr. 212. 


Wif^-likc, 808. 
Wind-hover, 521. * 
Windy sign, 19. 

Wiier, 490. 

Woman-markets, 518.^ 
Wooing him to woo, 487 
Worldl«‘.ss,«471. 

World's curse, 796. 
Worm, 050. 

* Wounded peace, 52. 

Y\ rithing, 517. 
l%\wn, 17, 516. 

Y 

% 

Yeomen, 497 


- - -—l 

aiAsaow: patume a* tu* rasas by bobskt vACUsuofas a » x * act. 
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BACON -s-Essays. By F. G. Selby, M.A. 3s. ; sewed, 2s. 6d. 

The Schoolmaster —“ A hsmdy and serviceable edition of a famous English 
cIan^v&I work, one that can never losteits frailness and its truth ." 1 

—The Advancement of Learning. By F. G. SelSy, M.A 
Book I?, 2s. ; Book II., 4s. 6d. * 

JBUNYAN —The Pilgrim’s Progress. Edited by John Morrison, 
M.A. Is. 9d. ; sewed, Is. 6(^ 

BURKE —Reflections on the French Revolution. By F. G. 
Selby, M.A. 5s. 

Scotsman —" Contains many notes which will make the book valuable 
beyond the circle to which it is immediately addressed." 

^ Si'hoolmaster —"A very gootf book whether for examination or for inde~ 
pendent reading and study.” 

Glasgow Herald —“The book is remarkably well edited.” 

—Speeches on American Taxation ; on Conciliation with 
Am Erica ; Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol. By 
F. Selby, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

BYRON —Childe Harold. Edited by Edward E. Morris. 

M.A. 9 m [In the Press. 

CAMPBELL —Selections. By W. T. Webb, M.A. [In the Press. 
CHAUCER —Selections from Canterbury Tales. By H. 

Corson. 4s. 6d. - • 

CHOSEN ENGLISH—Selections from Wordsworth, Byron, Shelley, 
Lamb, and Scott. With short biographies ana notes by A. 
Ellis, B.A. 2s. 6d. 

„COWPER — The Task, Book IV. By W. T. W ebb, M. A. Sewed, Is. 
—Letters, Selections from. By W. T. Webb, M.A. 2s. 6d. 
—Shorter Poe»®s. Edited by W. T. Webb, M.A. 2s. 6d. 
DRYDEN —Select Satires—Absalom and Achftophkl; The 
Medal; Mac Flbcknoe. By J. Churton Collins, M.A. 
Is. 9d. • 

GOLDSMITH—The Traveller and The Deserted Village. 

Arthur Barrett, B.A. Is. 9d. The Traveller 
( separately), sewed, Is. J*he Deserted Village (separately), 
sewed, Is. 

—Vicar of Wakefield. By Michael Macmillan, B. A. 2s. 6d. 

The Scotsman —“ It has a shore critical and biographical introduction, 
and a very full Berios of capital notes.” 

MACMILLAN. AND GO., LIMITED, LONDON, 



GBAY—Poems. By John Brads#avB IX. D.* ls.^kt. 

Dublin Jtemnp Maxi —“The Intioduciiouiand Motes are all*that con be 
dcsuod 'Wo behove that thie will lightly become the standard school 
edition of Gray' • * 

Schoolmaster ~ lt Ono of the best school editions of Gray s poems we have sten ’ 

HELPS— Essays WhiniM in tub Intervais* of Business. 
ByJ?. J. Howe, M.A , find W. T. # Webb, M.A. Is. 9d. 

rite zfe* *v World-* ‘ riiese eBsav s ire, ludcod, too good to b^forgotten ” 
Ihc Guard'ittn ~“A wduime addition to our school classics. The in 
troduitiou, though hi iof, is full of jiouit * * 

JOHNSON Liff of Mil ion. Bv K.^Deigiiton. Is 9d. 

—Ltfl of Ditvm n By I* I^ii-rson. m [In the Pt ew . 

—Ln e o* Porf By P. I*> n i.s#n [In the Pi ess . 

LAMB—1 ns Essws oi Eiia. First Snips Edited by N^ L. 
IIalj w am>, A3 A , and £4 C Hue, 31 A 3s ; at\ud,«2s Cd. 


LONGFELLOW —Couhiship of Milis Si an dish. By W. Eu iot, 
M A. Is * 

MACAULAY — Lays 0 * An cm n i rW>Mt Edited by W. T. W»bb, 
M.A\ # 

--Essay on Addison By J. W. IIai.is, A \In the Pith*. 
—Essay on Warren Hastings Ed by K Deiliiton. 2s Od 
—Lord Clivi Edited by K. PXligiljon. 2s • 

-EsnAY ON BoSW l T. 1 ,. S LilFK OF JOHNSON. Edited by 11. F 

Wini 11 , M A. 2s 6d. 


MALORY Molts l d’Arthur. Edited by A. T. Mari in, M A.- 
2s. Cd • * 

MILTON Paradisi Lost, Books 1 and II ByMnnvu, Mac- 
mtman, i> A Is. 9d Books I.-IV. separately, Is 3d. 
each ; sewed, Is each 

The T truts 0 / India “The noli a of Couim uu upy the editor's ihief attm 
turn, and fouu the most valuable t irr of tho volume lhc> an cb %., concise, 
and to the pomt, whtli u( the unit tiino 1 hoy are aun| le enough fot 

tDe couiprcht nslon of stud out a to whom M ll ton without annotation must 
needs lie a Ti)jslei\. 

The Schoolmaster —“The voluino is aduniably adapted for use in upper 
classes of English Schools ’ % 

The Educational Aeirs — F 01 higher classes there can be no licttcr book 
for reading, an ily us, and grammar, and the issue of these books of I’aiadise 
Lost must be reg tided as a great inducement to teacheis to introduce higher 
litei ature into then classes " 

—L’At 11 oeo, In Fpnseroso, Lyc idas, Arcades, Sonnets, Ac. 
By William Bell, M.A. Is. 9d. 

The Glasgow llti aid— “ A cartful study of this book will be as 
educative as that of any of our beat critics on Aeschylus oF Sophocles " 

—Com us. By the same. Is 3d.; sewed, Is. • 

The Dublin hientng Marl —“Tho introduction is well done, and contains 
much sound ci ltieism ” 

The t’) actiral Jracktr —** The notes mclude everything a student could 
reasonably desire in the way of the elucidations of the text, and at the 
Same time are presented m so clear and dmiinet a fatfhion, that ttoy are 
likely to attract the reader instead of reiwlfcng him *’ 

—Samson Aoonistes. By H M. Pkwciyal, M.A. 2s. . 1 

The Gttamit+n —“ His notes are always of real literary value . . . His intro* 
duetton is emjallv masterly, and touches all that can bo said about the poem ” 
MILTON—Ik ACTatb oi Educations By E. E. Morris, M.A. 
t& 9 df 


MACMJLEAN AND CO., UMITTO* BONBON. 



PALGRAVE—ftoLDKN Treasury of Songs and Lyrics. Book 
Second? By W. 3 s. 6d. 

POEMS OF ENGLAND. A Selection of ^English Patriotic Poetry, 
t^ith notes by Hereford B. George, M.A., agd Arthur 
Sidgwiok, M.A. ,2s. 6d. 

POPE— Essay on Man. • Epistles I*IV. Edited by ExvppRDvE. 
Morris, M.A v Is. 9d. 

— Essay on'Criticism. Edited by J. C. Collins, M.A. Is. 9d. 

SCOTT—The Lady of the Lake.* By G. H. Stuart, M.A. 
1 2s. 6d. ; sewed, 2s. 4Janto I., sewed, 9d. 

—Tip: Lay of t»k Last Minstr kl. By G. H . Stuart, M. A., and 
E. Elliot, B. A. 2s. Canto ]., sewed. 9d. Cantos 1.-III., 
and IV.-vI., Is. 3d. each; sew(ft, Is. each. 

The Journal of Education —“The text is well printed, and the notes, 
wherever ^re have tested them, have provod at once scholarly and simple." 

— Mermion. By Michael Mac%illai#, B. A. 3s. ; sew^i, 2s, 6d. 

llie Spectate—** . . _ His inti eduction is admirable, alike for 

and brovity." 

* The Indian Daily Itcwa —“The present volume contains the poem in 
Y00 pages, with more than 100 pages notes, which seem to meet every 
possible difficulty.” 

— Rokeby. By the same. 3s.; sewed, 2s. 0d. 

The Guardian —“The introduction is excellent, and the notes show much 
c^e and research." m 

SHAKESPEARE — The Tempest. By K. Deioiiton. Is, 9d. 

The Guardian —“ Speaking generally of Macmillan's Se^ls we may say 
that they approach more nearly than any Q0ncr edition we know to the ideal 
school HliaSespeare. The intioductoi^islrtimarka are not too much burdened 
with controversial matter ; the notes are abundant and to the jioint, scarcely 
any difficulty being passed over without some explanation, either by a para¬ 
phrase or by etymological and grammatical notes. ’ • 

— Much Ado About Nothing. By the same. 21. 

. The Schoolmaater —“ The notes on words and phrases arc full and dear.'* 

—aTMidsummer-Night's Dream. By thermo. Is. 9d. 

— The Merchant of Venice. By the, same. Is. 9d, 

— As You Lire It. By the same. Is. 9d. 

— Twelfth Night. By the same. Is. 9d. 

• The Educational News —“ This is an excellent edition of a good play." 

—The Winter’s JL’ale. By the same. 2s. 

— King John. »By the same. Is. 9d. 

— Richard IL By the same. Is. 9d. 

—-Henry IV*, Part L By the sftme. 2s. 6d.; ‘sewed, 2s. 

IV., PartfcIL By the same. 2s. 6d.; sewed, 2s. 

—j-Hknry V., By the same. Sis. 9d, 

—Richard IIL By C. H. T^wney, M.A. 2s. 6tL; sewed, 2s. 

• The School Guardian —“ Of Ur. Tawney’s work as an annotafcr we. can 
•peak in terms a £ commendation. %s notes are full and always fcoRfie pohtt" 

— .Henry VIII.^ By K. Brighton. la. 

HMM&MRm&Q: 00 ., ijmiteb* lonpon. 



BgifK- Dwmfcr. 2 ». 8d.i< 

i 1 MfWm* S&L < 1 # • 

WBoHEO 4»> JOttET. By the agjp* 2a. fid.; sewed* 2a. 
,U4ouua GaebaR. By the same. la, 9d. ^ 


By the seme. la. fid. 

Vbt itetrMW— 4 * This a mi exeoltiit edition for the student. 

The hotaSFW jumwttve) * . end the vivid character sketches of Mae* 
both and. Lsdy Macbeth are excellent' t * * 

ffAMfart. By the tube. 2a. 6d. i. sewed, 2a. 

^ICxtfo Lear. By the same. la. fid. 

^Onttixo. By the same. 2a. * • 

-M^daWPOinr AND Cleopatra. By the same 2s 6d ; sewed, 2s. 
<r~CYHBKLiNB. By the same. 2s. 6d ; sewed, 2s ■ 


The 6t&timan — 11 lit Deis 
MMkt and in CymJbehne with 
Of the readers to whom the se 


£ htoi» has adapted hia commit u y, 
great skill to the requirements md 
leries is addressed.” « 


•both in 
capacities 


80ttT2LE7 —Life of Nelson. By MicAakl Macmillan, B A. 4 
9a. j tewed, 2s. 6d. 

fiPBESBR—Tnic Fafmk Qu*knk Book 1* By 11 M - BfROIVAT., 
8a. $ sewed, 2s. 6d. / 

Smkpheard’s Calendar. By O U. H>ufoki», Litt D. 
i t 2s. 6d. 

§S|fl|H5 —Selections. By L. E. Stfkik, M.A. 2s. 
i« By F. J Howe, M.A., and W. £ 

v WSBBR, M.A. da. fid. Also in two Baits, 2s. 6d. eacn. 
Brtflrt L ^eoollectious of the Arabian Nights, The Lady of 
Bhalott, The Lotos-L\ x f era, Dora, Ulysses, Tithonus, The 
Lot4 of Burleigh, The 4 *? rook. Ode on the Deatf of the 


Sir Galahad Tift Voyage, and Demeter and Persephone. 

The Journal Htf Education - ‘‘it should find a wide circulation 'In 

» tools . . The notes give just the requisite amount o 

ieratandin J9 onn j f",mi planut i< us of tlie allusions with which h 
, and iUusti&w ms bv moans of parallel passages A short critical 
1 gives the Salient features of his style with apt examples ’ 
ary World —“ ihe book is very complete, and will- oo a good 
x to the study of Tennyson’* works generally ’ 

D’Arthur. By the same. Sewed, is 
ntm? or Arthur ; The Passings of Arthur. By* 
f.X Bowr, M.A. 2s< 6d. _ 

oust Arden, By W. T. Webb, M.A. 2s. fid. 

% W. T. Webb, M.A. 2s" 6d. 
hiKCSR By F* M. Wallace, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

H aHd LvprrrrE, By OR C. Macaulay, M.A 2s. fid, 

Olr Geraint; Geraint aR$> Enid. *By G. 0. # 
A-^_ . ___ 



> T -J 


By G> GJfiVouY, M.A, fit fid., 

T. jtowa, M A 2 s. fidU 
C. M.A, 2a. fid. 

StfV, % M.A, Ha,fid.| » 
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